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THE Alternative Venue 

TORINO IS STARTING WITH 
A NEW MENU ?? 
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An extraordinary place that boasts/ 
Mediterranean culture in food, drinks and fun. 


Turino Restaurant 
Cheers Elite Cafe 9 

At TURINO Suite Hotel, Sweifiyeh Dial Now 863944 
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CIA backed 
Iraqi bombers, 
opposition says 

LONDON—The United Slates gave financial backing to an 
Iraqi opposition movement that planted bombs in Baghdad 
and other cities, killing more that 100 civilians, according to 
a key member of the group, the Independent newspaper 
reported this week. 

Abu Amneh al Khadami. the chief bomb-maker of an Iraqi 
party, called the Iraqi National Accord, says that he planted 
car bombs and other explosive devices in Iraqi cities. 

The US has long admitted funding coven operation in 
northern Iraq, spending SI5 million last year. Other Iraqi 
opponents of President Saddam Hussein say the Iraqi 
National Accord Party is sponsored by the CIA. This is 
confirmed by Abu Amneh who says a phone call from Wash¬ 
ington got him out of jail last year, enabling him to start his 
bombing campaign. He quotes his superior officer as 
expressing the fear that "the Americans will cut off financial 
aid to us." 

His disclosures come at an embarrassing moment for the 
US. which has just attended a high-profile"summit in Egypt 
hammering state-sponsored terrorism. A follow up meeting 
is planned’for later this week. 

In the Middle East, condemnation of Iran for supporting 
Hamas suicide bombers in Israel will be seen as hypocritical 
if there is no mention of the US role in Iraq. 

A senior member of the Iraqi opposition says: "more than 
100 civilians have been killed, by the bombs in Baghdad in 
the last three or four years." He added that the bombers had 

Continued on page 3 
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IAF head plays down sign 
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By Raed AJ Abed 

Star Stuff Writer 

THE GENERAL Secretary of the Islamic 
Action Front lIAFi has played down recent indi¬ 
cations of a possible split within the Islamist 
party and said that the majority of members still 
adhere to parry rules. Dr Ishaq A! Farhan told 
The Star that his party will not be affected by 
the resignation of one member, possibly two. 
and that "the real issue was not whether one or 
two Islamist deputies violate our rules or are dis¬ 
missed by the party, because 99 percent of the 
members still adhere to it's rules.” 

But such statements cannot hide the fact that 
the IAF is facing an internal problem triggered 
of by the performance of three of its 17 Lower 
House deputies during last month's vote of 
confidence on Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Kabariri's policy statement. The three members 
are Dr Theib Abdallah, Ahmad Kassasbeh and 
Abdallah Akaileh. 

Dr Farhan confirmed that the three deputies 
are under questioning by the executive 
' committee of the IAF. but denied reports that 
the party had dismissed or suspended any of its 
members. He added that the IAF accepted the 
resignation of deputy AI Kassasbeh who 
announced his resignation from the party during 
last Sunday's Lower House session. 


"Party membership is volun- 'MjBa R wi 
tary and should be practiced by 9 h§Ek£« 1J 
those who believe in the 
principles of the party and 
adhere to its rules and dcci- Bal f 
sionx” Dr Farhan said. 

Since the IAF dismissed Mr 
Ziad Abu Ghuneimah two years K W$ ‘ 
ago, the party records showed no ‘ 

other expulsions or resignations. IH V, 

Bui observers believe the latest fag; 
developments point to cracks in HB - 
the body of the largest and must 
organized party in Jordan. 

Deputy Theib Abdallah, who ij l§afr 
voted for the Kabariti govern- jsSsjf 
ment. violating the party's dcci- 
sion, explained that he voted for £ 
the government because it was 
in the interest of his district. Farhan 
Dr Abdallah, who enjoys siz¬ 
able support in the eastern 
suburbs of Amman, w'as concerned about his 
future among the ranks of the IAF. The human 
rights activist. «'ho violated the IAF decision 
and ran as an independent in the 1993 elections, 
told The Star that "to be in the IAF or outside it 
makes no difference to me—we all serve Islam." 
He expressed his bitterness over what he 



Abdallah 


called 'The repression of the executive 
committee of the Muslim Brotherhood” which 
imposed its decision on the IAF to vote against 
the government, after the Islamic deputies had 
agreed earlier to abstain. "Such behavior [frpm 
the Muslim Brotherhood] oppressed the Islamist 
deputies and stripped them of their power. "This 


was the reason behind the resignation of Al 
Kassasbeh." Abdallah said. 

But Dr Farhan said giving one's vote should 
not be a bargaining matter. "The deputy is not a 
mayor and he is nor a servant of his district, but 
he represents the Umma in general," he said. 

Jordan’s Islamist movement represented by 
the Muslim Brotherhood and its political arm. 
the IAF, refused earlier offers to join the 
Kabariti cabinet. The idea of joining a govern¬ 
ment that deals with Israel has become a 
controversial issue for the Islamists for many 
months. The IAF, which opposes the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty, believes the Kabariti gov¬ 
ernment was appointed to implement the requi¬ 
sites of the treaty. In addition, the IAF disagrees 
with the government over its Iraq policy and has 
declared its opposition to the planned Jordanian- 
American joint military manoeuvres. 

But the IAF has been careful to avoid direct 
clash with the Kabariti government. Some 
members even praised Kabariti for his “new 
style” in government which they say differs 
from previous ones, particularly on the local 
front. 

Kabariti's recent statements on employment 
policies, public freedoms, professional associa- 


Continned on page 2 


Government, deputies fight it 
out over appointment policy 


By Hamrian Al Hajj 

Special ta The Star 
THE LOWER House's thiid 
ordinary session will be 
adjourned on Sunday, 2 April. 
While deputies are preparing 
themselves for a two month 
vacation, at least 47 of them 
have signed a petition calling 
for the holding of an 
extraordinary session which 
observers believe will take 
place on 1 July. 

On Tuesday, the Lower 
House witnessed a discussion 
on a very sensitive public 
issue; the government’s 
recruitment and appointment 
policy. ‘ 

More than 40 deputies took 
-the floor in this beared session 
which was highlighted by 
accusations and counteraccusa- 
tions between deputies and the 
government. 

In their interventions, a 
number of deputies called for 
the setting up of a par¬ 


liamentary fact-finding 
commission io look into 
alleged violations by current j 
and former ministers and 
other officials. The deputies 
called for legal action to be 
taken against those 
involved. I 

Prime Minister Abdel " 
Karim Kabariti admitted * 
that nepotism had dug its 
roots in government circles, 
adding to public resentment , 
and lack of patience with j 
the irresponsible actions of 
officials and civil servants. * 
Kabariti said that appoint- ■ 
ment violations varied in 
size and form, and 
explained that some 
appointments were in breach 
of the state budget law and 
other regulations. Money to 
appoint certain civil servants in 
some departments were drawn 
from the funds of projects 
allotted to these departments. 

The Prime Minister 



disclosed that while some civil 
servants were employed offi¬ 
cially at these projects, others 
were not even working. Also a 
a number of female employees 
were hired as day wagers. 

Other employment' infringe¬ 


ments included incidents of 
individuals getting positions 
which did not comply with 
their qualifications. This 
included the employment of an 
accountant in a vacant post for 
an engineer. Others who were 


appointed lacked the necessary 
qualifications and expertise 
depriving those who had such 
qualifications from a fair 
opportunity to compete for the 
post. 

Kabariti stressed that his 
government had studied these 
breaches with the intention of 
setting the appointment poficy 
right. He added that emphasis 
and priority were given to 
establishing a clear policy that 
would avoid such encroach¬ 
ments by adjusting the regula¬ 
tions of the Civil Service 
System. 

The Ministry of Administra¬ 
tive Development is now 
working on 3 national program 
related to the classifications 
and descriptions of higher 
grade jobs. 

The Prime Minister stressed 
the need for a proper process 
of assessment and an all-out 

Continued on page 2 


La vague d’Internet gagne la Jordanie 

A URE p. 16 dans LE JOVRDAIN 

Supporters dismayed as governor 
rejects Shbeilat f s bid for election 


By a Star Staff Writer 

THE CASE of Leith Shbeilat, 
the president of the Jordanian 
Engineers Association (JEA), 
has become even more 
entwined as Balqa Governor 
Theib Sulieman, Monday, 
rejected Shbeilat's nomination 
for the Balqa Parliamentary 
by-election on 15 April. Sulie¬ 
man, who is also the head of 
the central committee of the 
by-election in Balqa. submitted 
his letter of rejection to 
Shbailat's lawyer, Lutfi 
Khaza'i, who had filed the 
nomination papers on 
Shbeilat's behalf. 

Shbeilat's defence 

committee worked till mid¬ 
night last Monday, -to finish 
their contestation which states 
that the Governor's rejection is 
illegal. This was submitted on 
Wednesday to the Al Salt 



After the‘mad cow disease’ 

US chickens have Russians complaining 


By Sophia Kishkovsky 

LA Tunes-Washington Post 
News Service 

MOSCOW—Russian officials have cried foul 
. over the quality of American chickens flood- 
" ing the market, threatening to ban their import 
and setting off a trade war that has ruffled 
^feathers on both sides. 

S r The issue has risen to tin. highest levels in 
£ the past month, including Russian Prime Min- 
r istcr Viktor Chernomyrdin and'US Vice Presi- 
iSVdeiu. Al Gore, as befits the stakes of S550 
jVnnJlion of American poultry snips to Russia. 

Even former President Bush is involved, 
- Son of. The chicken quarters favored here— 
L iralike the white meat preferred by Ameri- 
=s^cans—are known as Bush's legs, named for 
; the presidential administration during which 
they were first aflowed into Russia. The cheap 
chicken legs originally stocked almosl-hare 
shelves, but. now selling for less than a dollar 
a pound, they are still snapped up by ruble- 
, " pinching Russian 

"-shoppers, who 

aTT- can’t afford the 

Gbzv&a more 

•y- ^gjjy meat that is now 

r. -.... . T t Jf readily available. 

But Russian 
i veterinary 

6 P Oil officials, who 
' were in Wash¬ 

ington last week 
for talks, charge 
that the American birds don’t undergo 
sufficient testing, particularly for salmonella. 
They say they uncovered serious violations on 
inspection tours of American poultry¬ 
breeding facilities and in chicken ■ already 
shipped to Russia, The veterinary service on 
March 16. suspended the issuing of new 
import permits until the matter is resolved. 

"Veterinary control over this product has 
fallen, and from this comes the main prob- 
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As customers enter a McDonald's fast food resturant in London, March 25, a large sign informs them 
that it will stop selling burgers confaing British beef and instead replace it with beef from other countr¬ 
ies. Many European countries have already banned imports of British beef fearing the transmission of 
“mad cow disease ." UP/ 


lem.” said Yevgeny Sosnin, spokesman for 
the Russian Agriculture and Food Ministry. 
-We've gotten bad meat, two thousand tons 
last year." It had to be rejected because it was 
inedible. Everything was wrong with it." 

US government and industry officials say. 


however, that the Russian measures smack of 
protectionism. 

"We don't know for sure what is at the 
bottom of this.... We think it’s more than food 
safety al issue here.” said Archie Schaeffer, 
spokesman for Tyson Foods of Springdale. 


^ 1 which sold $180 million in 

chicken legs to Russia last 

ZmZ?- Russian political 

a commentators - have 
suggested the threatened ban 
is a campaign ploy to counter 
Communist charges that 
..t. L Russia has sold our to the 
*r ' u West. President Boris N. 

s • ■ Yeltsin's main rival in presi- 
^ __ dentiaf elections scheduled 

r' for June 16 is Communist 

K j leader Gennady Zyuganov. 

H. I The Russian agriculture 

yUlS ministry last week 
aitf announced that it is 
JUS increasing subsidies to the 
country's ailing poultry 
L H industry. Russia's main sugar 

producer warned that sugar 
imports are destabilizing the 
H3I market and asked for pro- 

J tective tariffs, and the 
Federation Council, the 
upper chamber of the 
Russian parliament, 

bemoaned the country’s 
increasing dependence on 
food imports. 

Some economists here 
point out that the dispute is 
in some ^ys a good sign 
forms them s j nce j t mean s Russia is 
ther countr - responding to market forces. 

'.Emission of But. they add. importing 

American chickens is to 
Russia's advantage, even 
though imported chickens 
make up 90 percent of the market, since poul¬ 
try is very expensive to produce domestically 
due to high grain costs. If imports are 
curtailed, consumers, as usual, will be the 


Continued on page 2 


Coun of First instance. It has 
the final decision on whether 
to accept Shbeilat’s candidacy 
or not. a decision which must 
be made within three days. 

The Star received the law¬ 
yers’ contestation and follow¬ 
ing are the two sides of the 
case as submitted to the Court. 

The Governor claimed that 
the electoral law states that a 
candidate for Parliament 
should not have any financial 
interest in any governmental 
departments, and that Mr 
Shbeilat who owns half of 
Shbeilat and Badran Company 
(an engineering and consultant 
office) has signed several 
agreements with the Ministry 
of Public Works and the Min¬ 
istry of Water and Irrigation 
which are still in progress. 

The defence committee, 
according to lawyer Jawad 
Yunis. contested such claims 
as Mr Shbeilat gave up his full 
share in the company to his 
son Farhan, accordingly they 
claim that their client has no 
financial interests with the 
Government. 

The second reason given by 
the Governor was the three- 
year sentence against Shbeilat 
by the Security Srare Coun on 
charges of lese majeste. This 
was rejected by the defence 
committee which claimed that 
this sentence is not final and 
that the Court of Cassation has 
not issued a final verdict 
against Shbeilat. 

The Governor added that the 
electoral law states that nomin¬ 
ation papers must be filled and 
submitted by the applicant to 
the Governor personally, and 
that Shbeilat’s nomination did 


not comply with these condi¬ 
tions, another reason for its 
rejection. 

The defence committee 
stated that based on the deri¬ 
sion of the Special Bureau for 
the Interpretation of the 
Constitution no. 20 for 1956, 
the law did not state that the 
candidate should submit his- 
nomination personally. but 
allows the candidate to author¬ 
ize a representative on his 
behalf to submit and sign the 
nomination papers. 

In other developments in the 
case, the deputy prosecutor 
general at the State Security 
Court, Brig General Ma’moun 
Khasawneh submitted an 
appeal before the Court of 
Cassation on 21 March, asking 
the court to double Shbeilat's 
three-year sentence to six 
years. Khasawneh gave three 
reasons for his appeal, includ¬ 
ing the fact that the defendant 
repeatedly issued slanderous 
remarks against His Majesty, 
the King, in lectures which he 
was distributing to the public. 

Shbeilat’s actions are 
those of an ordinary person, but 
a public figure who was a fra¬ 
mer Lower House de; and 
the president of the engineers 
association. Khasawneh said. 
In addition, these actions were 
not the result of ignorance 
because he has has full knowl¬ 
edge that His Majesty is 
immune from any liability and 
responsibility, and that his 
behavior violates democracy 
and freedom of expression. 
Khasawneh stated. 

The Balqa Governor banned 

Continued on page 3 


Arab Bank presents 
budget, final account 

• Amman (Star.)— 

The Arab Bank 
Shareholders Gener¬ 
al Assembly held its 
66th meeting at the 
Arab Bank Building 
in Amman on Friday 
under the Chairman¬ 
ship of Mr Abdel 
Majeed Shoman, 

Chairman of the 
Board, and in the 
presence of the 
Companies Comp¬ 
troller at the Minis¬ 
try of Industry to¬ 
gether with Arab 
Bank shareholders from various Arab countries. 

The meeting discussed the general budget, the final 
^accounts and the Board of Directors report. 
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Apart from putting lipstick, what have 
you done since you were appointed! 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Awni Abu Ghosh 
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created to deal with public 
security and fight corruption. 

In line with his commitment 
to the directives of the Letter 
of Designation. Prime Minister 
Kabariti has set up this depart¬ 
ment which combines 

investigation and credible 
procedures that are seen to 
enhance its independence, and 
to distinguish it from other 
state departments and 

bureaucratic bodies. For all 
that, this investigation depart¬ 
ment is welcome. 


& 
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King well after 
operation 


■ His Majesty King Hussein had an operation on the 
right ear earlier this week in a surgical clinic in the USA. 

From the rehabilitation resort where he is currently 
staying. King Hussein assured HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, of his good health. 

He added that he would be back home soon to be in the 
midst of the warmth of his own people. King Hussein said 
be is still in need of some time for relaxation, as was rec¬ 
ommended and requested by the specialists attending to 
him. 


whether this is 
Hussein Kamel! 


dejavu of 


Trade Union under 
wraps again! 

■ The recent motion of 22 
Senator* to question the 
constitutionality of the political 
character and activities of trade 
unions has taken many by 
surprise. The Upper House is 
considered the wise house of 
reference for all disputes on 
constitutional matters. Though 
crucial disputes erupted 
between the former Govern¬ 
ment and the professional 
associations, no one previously 
heard of the Senators* interven¬ 
tion. Today, and as the new 
Government embarks on a new 
approach of constructive 
dialogue with these national 
organizations, some Senators 


volunteered to discuss the rules 
and intern al regulations of 
these well-established bodies. 
By doing so. these Senators 
seem to be creating needless 
problems for both the Govern¬ 
ment and trade unions. Does 
that imply that the Senate also 
needs to be covered by the 
'white revolution?’ The 
motion was later dropped by 
the house because the session 
was in quorum. 


Another watchdog 
created 

■ A special department has 
been set up to combat 
corruption. Most probably 
stimulated by the scandalous 
aiTair of selling Sri Lankan 
children, the department is 


Abu Hassan 
reelected 

■ Mr Khaldoun Abu Hassan 
last week 
won a deci¬ 
sive victory 
in the elec- j 
tions of the 
Amman 
Chamber of 
Industry. 

Abu 

Hassan's 
list received 
JO seats our ^bu Hassan 
ot the 12 
seats of the 
ACI Board of Directors. 

Out of the total number of 
563 ballots. Abu Hassan 
received 402 votes. Zaid 
Hemsi 370. Othcnan Budeir 
342, Dr Abdel Noor Habaibeh 
337, Marwan Khorfan 329. 
Ahmed Al Taher 308. Luay 
Jardaneh 2S8. Wasif Azar 283. 



Hadia Tabri Muasher 


Juxtaposing cultures 


By Harry Pullens 

Special to The Star 


LEBANESE-BORN painter. 
Hadia Tabri Muasher's ongo- 
: nc art exhibition at Alia Art 
Gallon, is superbly imposing. 

Bet ore she displayed a 
painting in a group exhibit in 
1990. Hadia. refused to show 
her wrk. She started painting 
tl the age of 12. and later 
•ccencd a degree in Art from 
3c::ji Universitv College in 
!9?4. 

But since her last sear's 
first ever Solo exhibition, she 
resolved to break with the 
past. Hadia recalled that her 
last v car’s exhibit was 
significant as many people 
were able to see for the first 
time her vast collection of 
paintings. Since last year, her 
paintings have undergone a 
■iarrling efflorescence. 

Hadia is married to a 
Jordanian and lives in 
Amman. She creates on paper 
combined visual impressions, 
symbols, configurations and 
colors of her Lebanese 
heritage and her new home. In 
all the paintings there is an 


impressive flow of 
balance, from those 
typical to those of clear 
representation and 
symbols from the 
obscure to the abstract. j 

The bold composition [ 
and lavish combination = 
of colors—a rich palette J 
of ercen. blue, yellow, j 
purple—arc brilliantly j 
employed and arc I 
rhythmical!} blended j 
together to create not ! 
only harmony, but move- | 
ment and vibrancc. | 

Though her style and j 
form make the paintings ; 
look florid, hut they arc 
not gaudy as they are I 
cleverly composed* and ! 
intricately done. “I like 
bright and strong colors, they 
are very expressive of myself, 
they explain my subject more." 
she said. 

One distinctive and outstand¬ 
ing quality jn all her paintings 
is the bright spot of light which 
illuminates the concept, subject 
and motifs. 

She said it is never easy for 
her to explain what each paint¬ 
ing conveys or why it has taken 





a particular form, dimension 
or color, "but they jrc transla¬ 
tion of feelings that arouse in 
ir.c symbols of the past." said 
Hadia. 

”1 don't stick to one thing. I 
draw my theme front eve¬ 
rywhere". she said. 

In distressing circumstances, 
instead of allowing herself as 
many would to wallow in 
resentment, she paints She 
maintains that when she paints 
under tension and stress it 
opens not only 'grievance 
drainage.' hut her stream of 
inner creativity is let loose. 
"My painting is more 
expressive. *" provocative, 
beautiful and complete with no 
expression of hale in its 
messaec at such times.'* she 


Dr Zaki Ayyubi 269, Halim 
Halawani 265. Abdel Halim 
Abdin 244. and Mohammed 
Al Sharif 244. 




Election Law 

■ After so many comments 
and critical 


Another defector 

■ The Former Chief of Staff 
of the Iraqi Army Li. Gen. 
N izar Khazraji am ved in 
Jordan last week. The Iraqi 
army general was granted 
political asylum upon his 
request, according to Minister 
of information Dr Marwan 
Muasher. 

Mr Khazraji is reported to 
have fled Iraq through Kurdi¬ 
stan in northern Iraq. After 
having made the necessary 
contacts. Khazraji was allowed 
to stay in Jordan. He has 
joined the Iraqi opposition 
coalition which has an office 
in Amman. One wonders 


remarks on 
the new 
draft elec¬ 
tion law. 
the Minis¬ 
ter of 
Interior Dr 
A wad 
Khiiefat 
denied his 
Ministry 



Hazaa’ Al Majali remembered 


Khiiefat 


presented 

such a document. However, it 
promised to work out a new 
modem electoral law that cor¬ 
rectly reflects Jordan’s devel¬ 
opment level and aspirations, 
and to discuss it with the 
political blocs in parliament. 


KLM to operate 
between Jordan 
and Kuwait 

■ The Royal Dutch Airlines 
(KLM) will start operating a 
twice-weekly flight between 
Amman and Kuwait starting 
on 2 April. The rate fair on 
this route will he JD 147.6 for 
a one-way ticket, and JD 
210.2 for a return flight. 

The KLM Sales Office in 
Amman said the flights are 
already booked until Eid Al 
Adha (end of April). Most 
passengers arc going from 


■ Mr Hazaa' Al Majalli was 
praised last week during a 
seminar organized by the 
Islamic Center for Studies and 
Information and the Ministry 
of Culture. Mr Majali. a prime 
minister who was assassinated 
in 1960 was considered a 
great political statesmen, but 
who died at the age of 40. 

The seminar was attended 
by many politicians and 
intellectuals in Jordan, such as 
Upper House member Zcid Al 
Rifai (deputizing for HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan). 
Ahmed Al Lowzi (Speaker of 
the Upper House). Sa'ad 



Hayel Al Sroui (Speaker of 
the Lower House). Samir 
Habashneh ( former minister 
of culture), and the Mayor of 
Amman, Dr Mamdoub Al 1 
Abadi. Mr Bilal Al TaJ (head 
of center), headed the 
discussion. 

Mr Lowzi said we have to j 
learn from the teachings of j 
Mr Majalli and study the era 
of his leadership. He added 
that this will enrich our, 
political development. j 

Mr Abadi said Mr Majali 
was mayor of Amman in | 
1948 during the reign of King | 
Abdullah, j 


Kuwait to Amman, an indica¬ 
tion of their Jordanian citizen¬ 
ship. However, one can 
imagine how profitable RJ 
operations on this route will be 
once bilateral relations are 
restored between Jordan and 
Kuwait. 


ADC to hold 
convention 

■ The American-Arab Ami- 
Discrimination Committee 


El Sharif for JPA president 


■ Members of the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) at Ad 
Dustour Daily nominated the 
company's General Manager 
Mr Seif El Sharif to run for 
the post or president of the 
JPA. 

The elections are to be held 
in July. The JPA has been at 
a crossroads recently regard¬ 
ing its identity in the era of 
democracy and pluralism, 
and the proposed amend¬ 
ments to the press and publi¬ 
cation law. 



(ADC) will hold its 13th 
national convention from 13- 
21 April. 1996. The convention 
is scheduled to discuss issues 
of commorf concern, priorities 
for years to come. It will also 
feature distinguished speakers, 
and give rise to an array of 
social and educational 
activities. 

The Construction of the 
Arab Image in the Media. 
Arab. American Women: 
Prospects and Challenges, 
Arab American Identity: Unity 
and Diversity. Rebuilding 
Lebanon: Country and Society. 
Civil Rights in the 1990s, the 
State of the Palestinians, the 
Humanitarian Tragedy of the 
Iraqi People, and Forum on the 
Middle East Peace Process arc 
among the topics to be 
discussed during the conven¬ 
tion. Many Arab-American 
academics, business persons, 
politicians, diplomats and 
journalists will participate. 
They include: Dr Jack 
Shahcen. Hisham Mclhcm. 
Hala Maksoud, Sharifa Al 
Khatib. Dr Amira Sanbol. 


Nadia Ghannam. Dr Saleh Al 
Harithi. Nadim Kanafani, 
Albert Makhiber. Farouk Al 
Sharaa. Dr Riad Tabbarah, Dr 
Izzidine Shamoiddine, Aisha 
Al Adawiya. Denyse Sabbagh, 
Dr Fawzi Al Asmar, Dr Sari 
Nussibch, Dr Khalil Shikaki, 
Dr Ibrahim Taha, Adrian Abu 
Odch. Tahseen Bashir, Nasser 
Ai Kcdwa, Dr Halim Barakat. 
Dr Ziad Arabi. and Dr Edward 
Said among others. 


A Family Tragedy 

■ An Iraqi family ( a couple 
and an eight-year old child) 
were found dead in their 
rented apartment in Jabal 
Jofeh. Until forensic examina¬ 
tions and further police 
investigations are completed, 
speculations will not lead to a 
concrete result. 

However, the tragedy has 
become a concern for many on 
the street as it embodies the 
socio-economic and psy¬ 
chological frustration of 
thousands of Iraqi citizens 
who have' no means of 
sustenance and tranquility at 
home. 


claimed. “Afterwards. I am 
exhausted but feel a great 
relief.** she added. 

She has a great passion for 
musical inlrumcnls as depicted 
by her paintings of certain 
European musical instruments, 
like saxophone, cello and vio¬ 
lin. ‘They arc expression of 
my love for music, and for the 
harmony of sounds which 
they provide, especially in 
classical music.” she said. 

Hadia believes that she has. 
also through those musical 
instruments and other 
European paintings on display, 
created a European world, 
with its broad liberal way and 
juxtaposed it w iih this part of 
the region. 

The Arab world i*. portra¬ 
yed through its landscape, its 
ancient archaeological assets 
and most Mnkingly by a 
simple bedouin tribesman 
wearing a Kuffich and an intr¬ 
icately made garment outlined 
to highlight its beauty. 

Hadin’s paintings arc 
mainly jbout mankind jnd his 
habitation. She is able to 
show her belief in life nnd 
reflect human weaknesses. 

helplessness. instability, 

despair, strength, hope, happi¬ 
ness. and even motherhood. 

Sometime* she almost 
paints herscii ... her paintings 
that arc almost completely 
abstract, although physically, 
there is no facial resemblance, 
yet they seem like self- 
portraits expressing the inner 
truth. Hadia cannot deny that 
some are psychic expressions 
of herself 

She hates to be called 
abstractionist as she says that 


IAF head plays down signs 
of split in Islamist party 


Continued from page 1 


Continued on page 3 


lions and the press have 
earned him much respect 
among the traditional political 
opposition. "We view these 
policies positively and hope 
they will continue." Dr 
Farhan said. "Wc will 
cooperate with the govern¬ 
ment to implement these local 
policies." 

About half of the IAF is 
dominated by Muslim 
Brotherhood activists includ¬ 
ing the head of the party. Dr 
Farhan. and the majority of its 
leadership. The Muslim 
Brotherhood movement is the 
party that look the decision to 
form the IAF us a political 
arm to participate in 
Jordanian political life in 
1989. 

Former member of the IAF 
and the Muslim Brotherhood. 
Abu Ghancimeh told The Star 
that "the movement imposed 
two conditions to accept the 
establishment of the IAF: the 
Shura council of the move¬ 
ment had the right to decide 
on crucial issues of the Party, 
like the parliamentary elec¬ 
tions and the vote nr 
confidence, and the Brother¬ 
hood had the right to assign 
the general secretary for the 
IAF." 

Abu Ghancimah confirmed 
that his dismissal from the 
IAF was for personal 


differences with Dr Farhan. He 
said the IAF "will witness 
more cracks in its body, 
because of the superior and 
factional mentality of the IAF 
leadership." 

He added that the JAPs 
popularity was declining and 
that this was “proved by the 
recent problems with 
Kassashch and Abdallah." 

Dr Farhan defended his 
party and rejected criticisms 
that it is another face of the 
Muslim Brotherhood move¬ 


ment. He said it was no secret 
"that more than half of the IAF 
members, including myself, 
are Brotherhood members." 
But he added that the party 
was open to all. disclosing that 
the IAF and prominent colum¬ 
nist George Haddad were 
negotiating about his joining 
the ranks of the party. "The 
IAF has no problem accepting 
Christians within its ranks.” 
Dr Farhan said. ■ 


CIA backed Iraqi bombers 

Continued from page 1 


"zero concern' for civilian 
casualties. 

Abu A much gave his 
testimony about the bombing 
campaign m Baghdad in front 
of a video camera al his 
headquarters in the Kurdish 
city of Sulaimanyuh. northern 
Iraq. 

His motive was that he has 
not been paid for operations 
already carried out, as well as 
fears that he was being betra¬ 
yed by his superior officer 

To justify his conduct he 


sent copies of the video to 
Iraqi leaders abroad, one of 
whom passed it on to the 
Independent, saying he was 
disgusted by the feckless 
violence it revealed. Abu 
Amnch explains in detail how 
he obtained the explosives and 
timing devices. He complains 
at one point that he hod 
received only $1,000. although 
“wc blew up a car and wc 
were supposed to get S2,000." 


US chickens 
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have Russians complaining 


Cyprus Airways 
chief in Amman 
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hardest hit. 

'The lack of cheap imports 
will directly affect the poor 
levels of the population." said 
Yevgenia Serova, who studies 
agrarian issues at the Institute 
of Economic. Problems of the 
Period of Transition. “Bush's 
legs have been their main 
source of protein." 

Shoppers at a food store in a 
working-class neighborhood in 
northeastern Moscow agreed, 
although some complained 
about excessive fat on them 

"Wc always buy them... 
Our chickens are tastier, but 
they're harder to get." said 
Alexandra Ivanova. 75 a pen¬ 
sioner who has to art hy on 


300/WU rubles, the equivalent 
of $60 a month 'These arc 
good to buy ji any time." 

“They're not bad." said 
Viktor ’ Svinyarov, 54. a 
metalworker who hasn't gotten 
paid since December. "You 
can lry them, boil them, and 
they nuke good bouillon." he 
said as he stood near a display 
of MooJiCd meat set out on 
trays and in bins on Ihc floor. 
The saleswoman said the 
Bush's legs had sold out. 

Bui the store’s director 
spoke wistfully of the days 
when tlie Soviet chicken ruled 
the roost. 

"Wc used to have wonderful 
little chickens." *jjd Alexandra 


Sakharova, who has worked in 
the store for 30 years. ”Our 
housewives have probably- 
gotten la/v. They want some¬ 
thing they can jusl toss in Ihc 
frying pan." 

Snxnin. the agriculture min¬ 
istry spokesman, said he isn't 
too concerned about a chicken 
shortage if imports of Bush's 
legs arc cut hack. 

T don't cat them. I don’t like 
them. I cat salo," he said, 
referring to the pork lard that 
is considered a delicacy here. 

"So what if there's no 
chicken Then the amount of 
sale consumed will be 
increased.’* ■ 


• THE VICE-Chairman 
of Cyprus Airways Mr 
Achillcuos Kyprianau 
arrived in Amman last 
Wednesday night Tor a 
two-day visit to Jordan. He 
will meet the General 
Manager of Royal 
Jordanian Mr Nader At 
Thuhbi. 

Mr Kyprianau will 
discuss how Cyprus 
Airways can best use the 
RJ technical maintenance 
center once their planes 
arc in Amman. Cyprus 
Airways has a twjcc- 
wcckly flight to Amman. 
Cyprus technical personnel 
well also he (rained in the 
maintenance center. 
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Political 
scantiest sees 
lack of 
democracy 
leads to 
votience 
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AMMAN ' (Star}—Mr 
Graham Fuller, a political 
scientist from the Rand 
Corporation who visited 
Jordan last week, said 
political Islam today is a 
permenant force on the 
Muslim political scene. 
Political Islam tends to 
revert to violence as a 
mean to achieve an end. 
He said political Islam is 
associated with radicalism 
and ultimate terror. 

Mr Fuller, an Islamic 
and Middle Eastern 
expert from the RAND 
Corporation in California, 
said while there is a very 
real issue of terrorism 
committed, political Islam 
is the result of lack of 
democracy, bad govern¬ 
ment and corruption. 
Expressing an interesting 
point, he said that state 
violence contribute to 
political Islam. 

On a more political 
note, Mr Fuller said that a 
Palestinian state is inevi¬ 
table. but talking about 
the Israeli election he said 
if “Hamas elects Likud” 
then this process wifi, be 
delayed. Indicating his 
pragmatism, Mr Fuller, 
who spent most of his 
career in the US foreign 
service, said that the 
“peace process is not 
good but it is what we 
have." 

Political Islam is 
different from Islam 
which is a great religion 
and a great civilization, 
he added-M 
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Government, 
deputies 
fight it out 


Continued from page 1 

review of the means of 
selection and appointment, as 
well as punishment of those 
proven responsible for any 
breach of regulations. 

' He called for the abolish¬ 
ing of the powers of ministers 
and general secretaries of the 
ministries in regard to 
appointing degree holders or 
using the day wage system 
under any circumstances. 

Kabariti hailed the judici¬ 
ary system, which he said 
should be the final arbiter in 
such cases. He said the Gov¬ 
ernment will refer violators to 
the court when necessary. 

For their part, deputies 
called on (he Government to 
adopt a just employment 
system based on offering 
equal opportunities to all citi¬ 
zens from all districts without 
discrimination. They asked 
the Prime Minister to abolish 
appointments by contracts 
and all other appointments 
that were unlawful They 
called on the government to 
review its appointment policy 
with the aim of giving citi¬ 
zens in refugee camps and 
low-income areas a fair 
chance at competing for gov¬ 
ernment jobs. 

Deputy Nader Thiheirai 
demanded that the govern¬ 
ment should make all 
violators of the appointment 
policy accountable and for a 
review of violations to go 
back as far as 1990. 

In his strong intervention, 
deputy Abdel Munim Abu 
Zarti attacked the government 
reputedly and challenged it to 
name one ambassador that it 
had appointed from the 
refugee camps. He described 
government policy in this 
regard as being more 
dangerous than AIDS. 

Speaker Sa'ad Hail Srour 
declared him out of order and 
struck his speech from the 
record. 

At the end of Tuesday’s 
session, the deputies decided 
to refer the issue to -the 
House’s Administrative 
Committee, after having 

turned down the proposal of 
setting up an investigation 
committee. ■ 
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• Car for sale. Fiat Tippfc 
1988. 127.000 Kms. yelk* 
plates $2500 or JD1600. Tel: 
648499. 


• Top quality EngE^ 
language editing by America 5 
professionals. Speccb&* 
brochures. adveitisnft 

document, manuscripts. 8®*° 
vary by project. fbr_ti 50 * 
informations please ^ 
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Chinese envoy says 
Beijing wants 
peaceful 
unification 

Taiwan official says 
majority in Island are 
against independence 

By a Star Staff Writer 

NEWLY APPOINTED ambassador of the People's Republic of 
China to Jordan. Mr Liu Baolai. affirmed that there is only one 
China in the world. He said the People's Republic is a permanent 
member of the UN Security Council, enjoys diplomatic relations 
with over 150 countries, and is the sole legal representative of the 
Chinese people. 

Mr Baolai said that the island of Taiwan is an inalienable part 
of China. “It’s a province of the country," he told The Star. “To 
achieve the national reunification at an early date is the common 
aspiration of the entire Chinese people on both sides of the 
Taiwan. Straits. Our consistent position regarding the settlement 
of the Taiwan question is peaceful reunification; one country, two 
systems. This position has not changed and will not change." 

Referring to the US outcry against recent Chinese naval 
manoeuvres off the Taiwan coasL Mr Baolai said his country has 
"never undertaken the commitment to give up the use of force. He 
declared that Beijing "will not remain indifferent if Taiwan is 
invaded by foreign forces or if it declares independence.” 

The naval maneuvers coincided with Taiwan's first presidential 
elections, held last week, which were seen as an important 
referendum by its! 8 million inhabitants on the future of the 
island. 

The Chinese envoy accused Taiwan's leaders of being the 
"primary source of the tension over the Taiwan Straits with the 
support and connivance Tram certain foreign forces." He said the 
leaders in Taiwan are "only regional leaders" and that the latest 
elections were an attempt to “invent a legal pretext for their 
activities to split the motherland.” 

Mr Baolai said that tension will subside only if the Taiwan 
authorities rerum to the “One China principle." He added that the 
the Taiwan question is an internal Chinese issue and denounced 
what he described as “the wanton US interference in Chinese 
internal affairs.” 

Mr Baolai, a seasoned diplomat with over 20 years of service in 
the Middle East and North Africa, said the mosl dangerous thing 
that should be worried about "is that certain people, relying on 
foreign patronage, engage in Taiwan independence activities"and 
attempt to detach Taiwan from China.” He concluded by saying 
that this is something which the entire Chinese people “including 
Taiwan compatriots are adamantly opposed to." 

On the other hand, the Director of the Far East Commercial 
Office (Taiwan) in Jordan Mr Edmund Liu told The Star that 
''there should not be a crisis in the Taiwan Straits because "the 
.Chinese people iu Taiwan and the Chinese people in the mainland 
are brothers...and they (Chinese government) think that we are 
going to have independence. Actually, my president... stated 
many many times, we never want to ask for independence, 
because if we have independence there is no future, if both sides 
reliniic in (he near future then all the Chinese people will be 
integrated." 

Mr Liu added that reunification with mainland China is a 
cornerstone of his government's policy, but not under the 
communist system. "After so many years, we proved that our 
system, our management, our method is the way to do it. that’s 
why Taiwan became the most prosperous country in the area. We 
want to join the mainland, but we have to discuss how we will 
mange that, your way or our way, a democratic way or a 
communist way.” 

_. The Taiwanese .’ojfficaa/ adtfedTibai Taipei and Beijing differ 
gWr how reury^tion should, take place. "They say one country, 
n wo systems: we think hoi we have lb discuss this and negotiate, 
we prefer some other ways. We prefer to have one country, one 
system." He said Taiwan’s investments in mainland China have 
reached more than US $26 bilb'on and that Taiwanese busi¬ 
nessmen have set up more than 30.000 factories in the there. 
“This is a very good evidence that we want to unite." Mr Liu said. 

Referring io the recent elections , Mr Liu said Taiwan is a 
democratic country and that one cannot stop those calling for 
complete independence. But he added that President Lee 
advocates reunification and that his victory last week with more 
than 54 percent of the votes prove that the majority of the people 
support his policies. He added that those calling for independence 
. from China are a small minority. 

■ Mr Liu said negotiations between Beijing and Taipei continued 
for many years and were suspended only after President Lee 
visited the Untied States last year. "They said you have to clarify 
your position, but our position is very clear We don't want 
independence, this is our position. We are Chinese, we arc not 
Taiwanese. Mr Liu said. 

Commenting on America's role in the recent crisis, Mr Liu said 
that Taiwan had "never asked anybody to help us. We never 
asked them to show their muscles. But they have interests in the 
area and that's why they sent their war ships." ■ 

Juxtaposing 

cultures 

Continued from page 2 

she doesn't like abstract paintings that are invisible to the eyes. 

She is sarcastic in one of her oil paintings of a fortune-teller, 
who was telling the furore with a coffee's cup. She mocks the idea 
which is an inherent practice in Arab tradition, "saying it is some¬ 
thing she may like to do for fun". 

In her paintings filled in harmony', intimate' and ‘Cool 
harmony' her brushstrokes seem to be hiding secrets expressive of 
relationships and intimacy, which determine the forms of eve¬ 
ryday life and the general view about sex that sets the boundaries 
of private life. "These are an expression of everyday life whether 
we accept it or not", she said ■ 



Supporters dismayed as governor 
rejects Shbeilat’s bid for election 
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Continued from page 1 

a press conference organized 
by the Committee of the 
Leith Shbeiiat Campaign on 
Wednesday. Mr Talal Abu 
Ryaleh. the director of the 
committee, told The Star 
that “this press conference 
was a response by Shbeilat's 
supporters in Salt to clarify . 
i>the defence committee's 
KStand against the Covemor's 
isrejectipo," 

'rA-In other developments, 
j: Sbbejlafs opponents found a 
forum to express themselves 
in the daily press which 
opened its pages to those 
. who clamed to represent the 
Balqa tribes. In a statement 
to the press, they criticized 
Shbeilat’s candidacy and 
asked officials to stop his 
election attempts. 

Furthermore, they held a 
meeting in which they stated 
that if Shbeiiat ran for the 
post, they would not be 


responsible for his safety or 
for his supporters. 

His supporters expressed 
their surprise about how such 
newspapers allowed the 
release of such statements. 
"Why hasn’t the prosecutor 
moved to investigate this 
meeting which is Lhreat 
against Shbeilat’s safety." 
Abu Ryaleh said. He believes 
that "the people of Balqa are 
above such behavior which 
contradict the morals of our 
country." 

Shbeilat’s supporters are 
asking His Majesty King 
Hussein to interfere and 
restore Shbeilat’s rights, and 
prevent pressure from being 
exerted on his supporters. 

The defence committee is 
pessimistic about winning the 
nomination as Lhey believe 
that the latest developments 
prove that a political decision 
has already been taken on. ■ 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent, met the Likud leader Be ny am in Netanyahu in Aqaba last Tuesday. The 
discussions focused on the latest developments in the Middle East and the peace process. The Prince stressed the need 
for a comprehensive peace and the rule of law where people can feel the dividends of peace. Prime Minister Abdel 
Karim A! Kabariti also attended the meeting. Earlier, Prince Hassan received Yossi Beilin, the minister in charge of the 
peace process at the Israeli prime ministry. The Prince said that negotiations were the only way to achieve peace. He 
added that “the closure of the West Bank and Gaza Strip is a futile addition to the suffering of the Palestinian people.” 


The Executive Secretary ofESCWA Dr Hazem Biblawi 

‘We are trying to formulate 
our program in a 
changing environment’ 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr 
Hazem Biblawi is the 
executive secretary of the 
United Nations Commission 
for Western Asia (ESCWA). 
A prominent Egyptian 
economist, he has long been 
in public life, holding many 
top ranking positions in 
banking. He talked to The 
Suit's Awni Abu Ghosh 
about the rale of ESCWA In 
the region. Excerpts follow: 

The situation in the region 
is changing rapidly. What 
implications does this have 
for ESCWA? 

Well, that the region 
undergoes tremendous changes 
is a concrete fact of life. These 
changes, come in concurrence 
with those in the world order. 
The old system has collapsed, 
and the new one hasn’t taken 
deep roots yet. We are in a tran¬ 
sitional period where almost 
everything is being questioned 
However, we are quite sure of 
one thing: the old order is over, 
the bi-polar era has now been 
replaced by a new era. 

What’s the difference? 

The rules of the new era 
haven’t been agreed upon, and 
I don't think anyone is wise 
enough to state what the region 
would be like in the future. 
This definitely affects every¬ 
thing. including the UN and 
other multilateral organiza¬ 
tions. But above all. there are 
the regional changes that were 
partially frozen for decades due 
to conflicts that were linked to 
the global confrontation 
between the two blocs. Now 
the prospects for peace become 
acceptable. However, neither 
the terms nor the nature of 
peace have been grasped by all 
parties concerned, h is very 
difficult, but very exciting, to 
see through such a situation 
where the whole world system 
and regional features are chang¬ 
ing. We are actually in a fluid 
situation where anything can 
happen. I think ESCWA can 
have a future and it stands to 
play a major role which many 
other organizations can’t. 

What about peace? 

Peace is needed, but it’s not 
sufficient by itself; it should be 
coupled with improvement in 
the economic, social and even 
political conditions of the man 
in the street, otherwise peace 
will be undermined after 
sometime. On a parallel track 
there must be major devel¬ 
opments in all fields in the 
countries of the region, because 
the problems of the conflict 
were of a regional character. So 
people expect the fruits or the 
dividends of peace to touch 
almost the whole region. 
Therefore, 1 think it is neces¬ 
sary to have a kind of a regi¬ 
onal approach to socio¬ 
economic development. If this 
is so, then we'll need regional 
institutions to define die 
policies, provide for exchange 
of information, a center of 
policies coordination, and also 
to set a vision for die region. 

But what about existing 
regional structures? 

There are many forms of 
such regional institutions. We 
have the Arab League, but we 
need to enhance it. W’e have the 
Islamic Conference—we also 
need to stress it's role. 
However, each of these 
structures draws its mandate 
from its very nature. The Arab 
League is based on Arab 


nationalism, but we 
can improve and add 
on the enhancement of 
the cultural aspect of 
the Arab nation. The 
same applies to Lhe 
Islamic Conference 
where Islamic solidar¬ 
ity exists. But there 
are other problems 
which transcend the 
Arab cultural aspect 
and Islamic solidarity. 

There are problems on 
the ground, such as 
water. The water prob¬ 
lem doesn't change its 
nature simply because 
you cross the border. 

The same applies to 
the environment 

■ ’which "affects ' 'the 
whole region. The 

■ Same applies to peace; 
by defintion it 
involves non Arab 
states as well. For 
this kind of new geo- 
economic problems with regi¬ 
onal nature, we need a regional 
organization that can tackle 
these problems. 

I think the UN is the most 
qualified to play this role as it 
is the only organization that is 
based on non-discrimination, 
equality among ail races, 
cultures, religions. languages, 
etc. and as such it has survived 
for five decades. Our credit to 
do the job in ESCWA is not 
enough. Our belief in our 
credentials must he shared by 
the member states and, more 
importantly, by people who 
have to believe they need such 
an unbiased organization. One 
of the main problems of the UN 
is being a victim of ignorance. 
Few people know whai goes on 
in the UN. It is being quoted by 
few cases of failure, such as 
Somalia and Bosnia, etc. But 
there are hundreds of examples 
of success in many parts of the 
world. The failures are not UN 
failures, as much as the lack of 
the political will of the member 
states. 

Does ESCWA initiate 
programs for change in the 
region? 

We have many constraints. 
First of all we are trying to 
formi!* .•? our program in a 
changing environment It is 
nearly impossible to plan on an 
alternate issue that might 
change the picture in a year. 
Another constraint is that a 
program sometimes faces a 
financial squeeze. Though good 
ideas by themselves are import¬ 
ant, they cannot be imple¬ 
mented unless you have the 
resources. Therefore, we have 
decided to be as relevant as 
possible. We have focussed on 
limited, rather than stretched, 
areas. Meanwhile, our work on 
many topics assumes comple¬ 
mentarity. We have picked few 
areas of promi nance in our 
activities, such as the World 
Trade Order and Uruguay 
Round. If you want to compete 
in this environment, you have 
to change your industrial, 
economic, and trade policies 
and standards. Water is another 
important area of concern to all 
ESCWA region countries. In 
one way or another, they face 
the technical, environmental, 
managerial problems of water 
managemenL So, we have been 
giving them due attention. 
Transportation is another area 
of importance for the region in 
the ftiture. Once ic is 
interconnected by systems of 
transport, communication, and 
even regulations, the region 
will physically cut down the 
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existing barriers. 

How feasible are the stud¬ 
ies you conduct for member 
states? How do you cater for 
their needs? 

Our organization has two 
kinds of activities. The regular 
program which includes 
preparation of studies, 
workshops, and seminars; and 
the regional advisors of highly 
qualified people who are at the 
disposal of the member states. 
While in the first wc know 
what we are going to do for 
two years to come, in the sec¬ 
ond area we have a pool of 10 
talents waiting for the 
respective countries request for 
advice. These experts usually 
afford technical assistance, or 
identify problems and 
solutions. They are badly 
needed in water, energy, 
environment, education, social 
development. GATT and trade 
relations, statistics, national 
accounts, etc. As vou see, we 


arc providing a tailor made 
technical assistance. 

Any special assistance for 
Jordan? 

As far ns Jordan is conc¬ 
erned. I would like to assure 
you that the staff of our 
different departments are 
participating in many of the 
government's activities. The 
respective ministries usually 
approach us for help in the 
formulation of their programs 
or policies, such as the minis¬ 
tries of Industry and Trade and 
of Social Development. 
Jordanian NGOs also ask us for 
assistance. So, it is cutting 
across. 

ESCWA headquarters will 
be moved from Amman. 
Have you thought of the 
repercussions of such move in 
terms of local staff? 

ESCWA belongs to the 
member states, and its 
executive secretariat is their 
civil servant. We only imple¬ 
ment what they decide. The 
member states decided to move 
ESCWA headquarters to 
Beirut. Beirut should prepare 
the facilities and provide the 
finance required. In as far as 
this resolution stands, we have 
to abide by it whatever the 
repercussions may be. The 
Lebanese government promised 
to make the necessary arrange¬ 
ments within a year, and we 
have to wail and see. Our move 
to Lebanon is bound by the 
Lebanese government's obliga¬ 
tions, and the new accommoda¬ 
tion has to accepted by the 
executive secretariat. 

What about the UN 
bureacracy? It is possible to 
cut it down to size? 

It is not an undisputed fact to 
say that the UN is the mosl 
efficient organization. In fact, 
there is much bureaucracy and 
waste. In both cases, I think the 
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Stop Israeli terror , or else ... 

*•“ The most terrible form of tenor in the world is the one 
practiced by states. They deploy armies and security forces 
against unarmed civilians and then find an ostensibly 
legitimate excuse to justify their actions. Israel has not 
ceased to violate the basic human rights of the Palestinian 
people—especially after the signing of the peace deals. The 
world will do nothing. 

In the name of security, a fool-proof excuse, Israel has 
violated the peace accords it signed with the Palestinians by 
imposing a siege on 2.5 million Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. And as usual the world is witnessing 
this tragedy without taking action. 

Even some enlightened Israelis have warned their govern¬ 
ment about Lhc negative circumstances of continuing the 
policies of collecti\e punishment. Wc would like to add that 
such policies will widen the circle of violence as the number 
of disenchanted Palestinians grows. 

Putting the responsibility on the shoulders of the Palestin¬ 
ian National Authority will not serve the interests of the 
Israelis. Cracking down on Hamas is one thing and turning 
the PNA into an agent for the Israeli government is some¬ 
thing else. The dangerous consequences of such policy might 
threaten the whole peace process. 

Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian territories ended 
shamefully at the hands of Palestinian cnildren throwing 
stones at soldiers during the Intifada. This could happen 
again, but this time the "enemy” could well be the Palestin¬ 
ian police and Mr Arafat's security men. If a civil unrest 
breaks out in the liberated areas. Israel's security will suffer 
too. No border closure will prevent a spii! over of violence 
into Israel. 

Extremism has a chance m ilourish among thousands of 
unemployed and frustrated Palestinians. The siege must end 
now while the PNA and Israel must work to create a genuine 
separation between Palestine and Israel. The new Middle 
East that is taking shape today is not a pretty picture. The 
guardians of the’peace process must not relinquish their 
responsibilities now. 

Yitzhak Rabin reborn as a Jordanian . 
Why not!? 

f * r Finally the Jordanian baby named by his father as 
Yitzhak Rabin was registered at ihe Civil Registration 
Department. His parents spent two months wailing for the 
authorities to accept his registration, which was finally 
carried out with the influence of some officials. 

It is not the history of the past Israeli prime minister that 
gives rise to concern in this unique event, hut rather the rea¬ 
sons why a Jordanian family takes pride in the name of 
Rabin, whom the father of the child described as the hero of 
peace? 

In view of the fact that Rabin was joined by Arab leaders 
in the making of peace, why do these parents not believe that 
their baby should carry the name of an Arab leader? 

Is it because this peace, which was masterminded by 
Rabin, was in favor of the Israelis and at the expense of Arab 
rights, or because he succeeded in gaining the recognition of 
Arab countries and ending jears of isolation and instability 
for Israel? 

If these are the reasons. I think the parents made the right 
choice for their baby! 

One can imagine the future of this innocent child, andjhow 
society will deal with him. If his parents are betting bn a 
different future, we be\ieve it is a lost cause. 

Isn't it risky to link your child's future to the fate of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict? There are millions of Arabs in whose 
'minds Rabin'-s past retrains ingrained. 

May God bless and save the’Jordanian Yitzhak Rabin, this 
innocent child. Resard'ess of the fate of the peace process. 
Jordan's Yitzhak Rabin will not lead a normal life, n 


whole issue is exaggerated. 
However I would say’that the 
UN as a bureaucracy, good or 
bad. is the best bureaucracy. I 
don’t think it is worse than'the 
American government, or the 
General Motors Corp. Of 
course there is room in every' 
bureacracy for improvement, 
and there is waste and 
inefficiency as well. Bui. on 
the other hand, the work done 
by the UN is much more 


important than most people 
realize. The UN is a victim of 
misinformation and ignorance. 
The whoie UN staff are around 
50.000 people, which is less 
than the 60.000 civil servants 
of the municipality of 
Stockholm. The UN total 
budget in less than that of the 
Fire Depirtmem of New York 
City. The UN cares about the 
whole world with less staff and 
resources, ffl 
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Our Say 


End policy of extermination 


ISRAELI MINISTER Yosi Beilin's decline to pronounce in Amman this week his 
government's intention to lift with immediate effect its stria closure of the Palestinian 
territories in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is contrary to the logic of peace. Mr Beilin 
insisted on Israel's right to maintain its policies of collective punishment, including 
border closure, against the Palestinian-run areas. So far this policy has cost the Pales¬ 
tinian economy millions of dollars and brought the specter of starvation to every Pal¬ 
estinian house. 

This is not a far outcry from the times when under Israeli occupation the Palestin¬ 
ians suffered from collective punishment, administrative detentions, house demoli¬ 
tions. expropriation of land, torture among other atrocities. But that was before the 
Palestinians and the Israelis signed a peace accord that guaranteed the Palestinians a 
place under the sun. Unfortunately, what is taking place today is the opposite of what 
has been agreed upon in Oslo and elsewhere. 

Ironically, the Palestinians and their tormentors share a similar experience. Both na¬ 
tions had suffered untold brutality at Lhe hands of oppressors. While the Israelis would 
consider ii an insult to be compared to the Nazis, what is taking place today in the Pal¬ 
estinian territories as a result of narrow-minded policies does not put the Israelis in 
good form before the Palestinians, the Arabs and indeed the world. Gaza has reached 
the level of starvation, with unemployment passing the 70 percent mark. If not exter¬ 
mination of a whole nation, then what other purpose does Israel's siege serve? 

The Israelis cannot have their peace with the Palestinians in one hand, while bran¬ 
dishing the sword of subjugation in the other. World leaders flocked to Sharm el 
Sheikh two weeks ago to reassure the Israelis, while turning a blind eye on the plight 
of the Palestinians who also needed reassurance. Today the international community 
is under obligation to come forward and save the fragile peace that exists between Is¬ 
rael and the Palestinians from ruin. 

Israel’s campaign of collective punishment against the Palestinians is almost nine- 
weeks-old. As world leaders prepare to attend the follow-up session of the Sharm el 
Sheikh summit in Washington soon, the urgency of dealing with the plight of the Pal¬ 
estinians cannot be ignored. Security without real peace does not exist—both the Pal¬ 
estinians and the Israelis can testify to this. 

The Washington meeting is a unique chance for the so-called peace making leaders 
and countries to save the Middle East process from drowning in a sea of accusations 
and distrust. Already the credibility of the parties involved in the peace process has 
suffered enough. The Palestinians feel abandoned; forsaken by the international com¬ 
munity. To remedy this major misgiving, Israel must not be allowed to continue its 
present policy. 

Political wisdom, mutual, understanding and respect of common interests constitute 
the axioms of stability and security for all involved. It will be ridiculous and incom¬ 
prehensible to see the Palestinian representative attending the peace manifestation in 
Washington next week while his people continue to languish under Israeli seige. ■ 



# Mr Omar Al Rifai, Jordan ’5 new ambassador in Tel Aviv, shares a toast with Israeli 
President Ezer Weizmann last week after presenting his credentials 
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The Australian republic on hold 

Insouciance, culture 
and the Asian potential 


By MGG Pillai 
Star Asia correspondent 


KUALA LUMPUR—When 
Mr John Haward and his 
Liberal National coalition 
swept into power in Austral¬ 
ia’s general elections on 3 
March, more than the Australi¬ 
an Labor Party and Mr Paul 
Keating lost. 

The outgoing prime minis¬ 
ter’s prescription for Australia 
in the Asia Pacific, inveitable 
as it may have been, was not 
that of his constituents. Mr 
Keating, who during the 
campaign not only denigrated 
Mr Howard’s outlook on Asia, 
but also declared that only he 
could talk to leaders in Asia, 
would have cause to rue his 
mistakes. even if he 
announced his resignation as 
ALP leader after (he results. 

The coalition victory was 
more or less expected, though 
the scale of it was not. A mere 
0.5 percent shift in voting was 
enough, but it was more than 
10 items that with 70 percent 
of the votes counted. 

The ALP governed Austral¬ 
ia since the World War 11 like 
Labor in New Zealand and the 
Conservatives in the United 
Kingdom: confidently. buL 
losing its way the longer it 
remained in power. And it was 
left to the conservative 
opposition in Australia and 
New Zealand, and the Labor 
Party in the United Kingdom, 
to redefine the agenda. 

The Labor Party, after 13 
years in power, seemed to 
have lost its way. Besides. 
Australia’s relations with her 
northern neighbors 

presupposed an arrogance that 
did not go down well. 

Mr ~ Keating's abrasive 
attempt to remove the queen 
as Head of State for the wrong 
reasons—so Australia could 
move more egalitarian with 
the countries in Asia— 
overlooked an important fact. 
More than a quartet of the 
world's monarchs. including 
the world's longest reigning, 
are in South East Asia. 

Mr Keating's assertion, dur¬ 
ing the campaign, that only he 
has the credentials to talk to 
Asian leaders, and therefore 
bring Australia into the heart 


of Asia as a sort of elder 
brother, misfired, as Mr Lee 
Kuan Yew's did after he 
stepped down as Singapore's 
prime minister. 

Mr Lee. who once declared 
that he was more important 
than the Singapore he created, 
wanted to visit the Asian heads 
of government after he became 
Senior Member in 1989. But 
decided not to when he real¬ 
ized that he did not have the 
protocol cache that he had ns 
prime minister. 

He was welcome, of course, 
but president Suharto of In¬ 
donesia and Prime Minister 
Mahathir of Malaysia said Mr 
Lee would be a guest of their 
respective deputies then: Vice 
President Sudharmono and 
Deputy prime minister Abdul 
Ghnfar Baba. He did not make 
the trip. 

Australian diplomacy 

presented Mr Keating's 
political and cultural gaffes as 
policy breakthroughs, high¬ 
lighting the power of knowl¬ 
edge in Asia that the Oz's regi¬ 
onal knowledge was not 
backed by understanding. Mr 


Howard reappraises it: Asia is 
high on his list of priorities, 
but then so arc the United St¬ 
ates and Europe. But he clear¬ 
ly has a tough task ahead: the 
Australian elections and the 
Asian-European (ASEM) co¬ 
nference in Bangkok on the 
same day suggest a Keating 
insouciance to downgrade the 
conference. Australia lobbied 
hard to be present as India, 
but when New Delhi was 
deflected, despite being in 
Asia. Canberra had less of a 
chance. 

The election is a watershed 
in other ways too. Tinkering 
with the framework is a luxury 
that parties tong in power 
allow themselves, often for no 
other reason than to impress. 
The Australian republic is on 
hold: the necessary' constitu¬ 
tional amendments would now 
face a rougher reception. As it 
is. the Australian electorate 
routinely reject four of five 
amendments put to the 
referendum, as the low 
requires. Larger Asian migra¬ 
tion. politically correct as it is. 
begins lo Ik negative where it 
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matters: in the cultural heart¬ 
land. 

The cultural problems 
Kuala Lumpur or Manila 
would face if they allow 
Vietnamese refugees as 
immigrants is no different 
from Canberra's after allowing 
them and Asian immigrants, 
in. For Mr Keating, the elec¬ 
torate delivered the answer: an 
undercurrent ignored or un- 
addressed by the political elite 
swung dramatically towards 
Mr Howard. Mr John Major 
faces a similar conundrum in 
the United Kingdom. 

Mr Keating and the Labor 
Party misunderstood the elec¬ 
toral mood, the underlying co- 
nscrvativencss in any society, 
especially among the guardi¬ 
ans of iLs cultural flame. In 
Australia, like in most of Asia, 
that group is not the urban 
dwellers but the farmers. Mr 
Keating and Dato' Seri 
Mahathir should have much to 
talk about, should they meet, 
on how their respective views, 
out of step with (heir cultural 
base, give them plaudits 
around the world and scant 
acceptance where it matters. 

For Mr Howard, the 
opportunity for a modus 
vivendi in Australia's relation¬ 
ship with Asia too good to 
miss. Asian leaders, unlike the 
Australian, ore disinclined to 
impose their political 
prescriptions on others. If he is 
prepared Lo listen, accept that 
Australia's role in World War 
U in Asia had been repaid 
several times over, and edge 
Australia, os a country that is 
different culturally, politically, 
into the centre of the Asia 
pacific, he would secure 
Australian foundations more 
than his predecessors ever had. 

For a start, he ought to visit 
his northern neighbors in 
Ascan soon, not to play one 
off against the other as Mr 
Keating was lu do. but to 
secure Australia's symbiotic 
tics with it without being abra¬ 
sive or sorry. Besides, there is 
more to Asia than Indonesia. 
Asia is pragmatic enough to 
realize this cannot happen un¬ 
til he has put his own house in 
order. ■ 


Some terrorists are 


more equal than others 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 


ALL TERRORISTS are 
abominable. All Terrorists arc 
equal. But some terrorists arc 
more equal than others. 

So it has happened yet 
again. One would hope it is 
only because it is an election 
year—yet most certainly I that] 
does not excuse it— bui quite 
probably it would have hap¬ 
pened any wav. The L f S gov¬ 
ernment is reaching deep into 
our tax pockets to fortify Is¬ 
rael even more. Yes. it is true 
that there have been four re¬ 
cent bombings killing 58 Is¬ 
raelis. This is horrible, which 
no one can deny. 

But what is acknowledged, 
just not making headlines in 
the US. is that bombings by 
the Israelis arc continual in its 
self-proclaimed “security 
zone" in Southern Lebanon. 
That is to say that when the Is¬ 
raelis withdrew from their dis¬ 
astrous “Peace for Galilee" in¬ 
vasion c- f ’hanon in the early 
1980s. they retained a zone of 
the country over which they 
claim to have jurisdiction. ( 
This land is heavily populated 
by Palestinian refugees, some 
having been there since 19481 
and the bombs. US-made and 
dropped from US fighter jets, 
hit these refugee camps regu¬ 
larly. 

Nevertheless, following the 
fourth bus—bombing in Is¬ 
rael. President Clinton quickly- 
agreed to an anti—terrorist 
summit in Egypt, which was 
held Wednesday. March 13. 

Two mailers of significance 
immediately come to one's at¬ 
tention: Although the confer¬ 
ence was in address the issue 
of all terrorism, without ques¬ 
tion the major focus was that 
of the Palestinian outlaw- 
group. Hamas, with virtually 
no notice being given lo the 
numerous attacks by the Israe¬ 
li military and rightwingers: 
secondly. Syria’s Hafiz Al- 
Avsad was not present, and 
without his cooperation, there 
can He no permanent peace, 
i At lea -4 he did nothing to in¬ 
terfere with the summit, and 
he is continuing his talks with 
US diplomats.) 

What did result from (he 
Cairo talks is that Clinton 
pledged another SlfiQ million 


to Israel, plus numerous other 
“terrorist deterrents" including 
fighter planes, bomb detectors 
and robots. What the American 
public should know, in addition 
to the blind one-sidedness of 
our support, is that in 1995 we 
gave Israel S5.5 billion dollar., 
which included two billion in 
loan guarantees. 5750 million 
in | lav deductible) contribu¬ 
tions were given by US citi¬ 
zens. Amout 5360 mi I linn of 
this was claimed as deducti¬ 
ble—but our government re¬ 
stored $306 million of these de¬ 
ductions to the Israelis to be 
used for re-deployment of Is¬ 
raeli military personnel into the 
Occupied Territories. 

The terrorism that is occur¬ 
ring between the radical Israe¬ 
lis and Palestinians is playing 
directly into the hands of the 
riehtwmg Likud, headed by 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
hopes to be elected Prime Min¬ 
ister in the 29 May elections. 
Shimon Peres, attempting to 
fill Yitzhak Rabin's slices, had 
called For early elections be¬ 
cause he believed the Labor 
party, negotiating peace, could 
remain in power. But recent 
polls indicate that following the 
bus bombings, Netanyahu's po¬ 


sition has risen rapidly and is 
now- almost equal lo that of 
Peres. Should the Likud win. 
ail hopes of peace in the Mid¬ 
dle East will be closed. This 
will affect the world, not just 
the immediate area concerned. 

We pride ourselves on heing 

a nation of fair people. Consid¬ 
er this: Wc support Israel Tar 
more ilian if il were a Mate: in¬ 
deed, many have urged tt be¬ 
come our 51 si state, thus sav¬ 
ing billions yearly, instead, we 
deem it an oasis of democracy 
which wc need in the Middle 
East. Nnt only has the demise 
of the USSR led lo our no 
longer having to depend on Is¬ 
rael. wc have other powerful 
allies in the area (Saudi Arabia 
and Oman), and arc in the pro¬ 
cess of establishing a good re¬ 
lationship with the even more 
powerful Syria. 

Moreover, Israel's “democ¬ 
racy" is a very select one in¬ 
deed. The homes of suspected 
Hamas leaders arc routinely 
destroyed. Two ycirs ago 
American-bom Dr Baruch 
Goldstein entered a mosque 
and slaughtered 29 Muslim 
worshipers. Was his Israeli 
home destroyed? No. There is 
video tape of Israeli radical Yi- 


gal Amir's assassinating Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 
(Amir's mother, interviewed 
live, said she could not under¬ 
stand why he would do such a 
thing.) Was his home de¬ 
stroyed? No. Nor have been 
those of any other Israeli ter¬ 
rorists. 

But ibis is an election year. 
Clinton needs to be seen as the 
protector of Israel. Bob Dole 
needs to be seen as an even 
greater protector of Israel. And 
if Benjamin is elected in Is¬ 
rael. it will not really nuticr 
who the President of the Unit- 
ed States is. in so far as Israel 
is concerned, as our alts will 
once more expel and extermi¬ 
nate the Palestinians from their 
homeland. 

Can we as Americans afford 
to have this on our conscience, 
supply the wherewithal for the 
bloodletting, and .still call our¬ 
selves a democratic people 
willing to support other op¬ 
pressed people throughout the 
world? Hardly. 

And then there is the ques¬ 
tion of China versus Taiwan. 
But that's another column. ■ 
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Self Rule 
OK? 


"Hope you've got more chips for our frieDd, Sam.** 


THE LATEST Israeli as¬ 
sault on terrorism is in¬ 
creasingly becoming a col¬ 
lective punitive action 
against the Palestinians, 
who are themselves vic¬ 
tims of such acts. 

Finding the cure should 
not involve killing the pa¬ 
tient and this is what Israel 
is actually doing, ff finding 
the needle will involve 
burning the whole hay¬ 
stack. then perhaps the end 
af this ccntuiy is moving 
towards a future in which 
stales will be built on cam? 
age and carcasses. 

It is evident that terror¬ 
ism cannot be fought in a 
one linear dimension, and 
the Israelis are very much 
aware of this fact. There¬ 
fore one wonders about the 
continuation of this policy, 
which plays straight into 
the hands of radicals, and 
is more likely to create des¬ 
peration rather than pro¬ 
vide hope. 

Mr Arafat is limited in 
his resources to catch the 
ring leaders of such 
groups, and more impor¬ 
tantly he is circumscribed 
by facts on the ground 
which indicate that there is 
no united consensus re¬ 
garding the legitimacy of 
his presidency, and the his¬ 
tory of Hamas which ac¬ 
quired the status of Islamic 
resistance against occupa¬ 
tion. 

The Israeli government 
is pushing Mr Arafat into a 
corner by demanding that 
he should move with 
strength against Islamic 
radicals. Mr Arafat re¬ 
sponded by doing what is 
required of him with vary¬ 
ing success depending on 
which side of the fence one 
is looking at. 

However, coupled wilh 
that, there is another devel¬ 
opment on the more placid 
level which may threaten 
to blow into a full storm 
and that is the issue of the 
Palestine National Charter. 

Mr Arafat is in an unen¬ 
viable position. On the. one 
hand, he is seen to be ar^ 
resting what many would 
consider as ordinary indi¬ 
viduals, whom arc seen by 
many as heroes. On the 
other hand, he is pushing 
for the abolition of the 
charter that has contributed 
to his own continued credi¬ 
bility in Palestinian eyes. 

Mr Arafat secs that the 
dilemmas of peace arc far 
more dangerous to his po¬ 
sition than the darkest days 
of trench warfare in Leba¬ 
non. The art of politics 
and statesmanship require 
much more resilience and 
faith, than fiery speeches 
and empty promises. It also 
requires more space to ma¬ 
noeuvre. and more lime to 
adjust to the new circum¬ 
stances. Alas, for Mr Ara¬ 
fat there was no transition¬ 
al period in which he could 
count slock, for he was 
plunged into the deep end 
from the beginning without 
the experience of the art 
politic as opposed to that 
of underground struggle. 

It is no consolation to 
say that such ore the affairs 
of the Middle East, and 
once too often many bad 
students of the regional 
politics have paid dearly 
for their mistakes. In the 
past, for the Palestinian 
leadership, moving in grey 
areas has been die most 
suitable environment to op¬ 
erate within, hut when cir¬ 
cumstances dictate that 
black and white decision 
ought to be made then it is 
hard to draw on previous 
experiences. Then again it 
may not be timely to de¬ 
mand of Mr Arafat to take 
such decisions. 

One thing is sure, the 
Palestinian leadership does 
not believe that it is im¬ 
mortal. in as much as any 
reasonable human being 
has lhe same attitude. 

It is very hard to believe 
that Mr Arafat con provide 
for a continuity of the Pal¬ 
estinian state, if he is con¬ 
stantly pushed towards a 
showdown with his oppo¬ 
nents. 

The Israelis have their 
own elections, and the Pal¬ 
estinian people are encir¬ 
cled. u formula w hich leads 
to the conclusion that wc 
must expect some trouble 
in the dangerous days 
ahead. Who is to blame for 
what is happening? This 
question docs not require 
tin answer, as i: is futile to 
look for some bright spots 
in a long chain of mistakes. 
However, one can easily 
say who is the winner in all 
this mess, and undoubtedly 
it is the criminals. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The' Middle Ease 
Industrial Engineering 
Group made sales to the 
tune of JD 20 miltioo last 
year. Its sales contracts for 
the last two months 
amounted to JD 4.327 
million. The total invest¬ 
ment in this group is JD 30 
million. The group 
manufactures fridges, tel¬ 
evisions, tape recorders, 
washing machines, heaters 
and cars. The group 
employs about 400 people. 
Mr Darweish Ai KhaJili 
said that his group controls 
about 80 percent of the 
local market He said his 
company sold cars worth 
JD 2 million. 

■ Jordan Tanning Co., 
made sales amounting to 
JD 16.6 million for 1995. 
Its pre-tax profits are JD 
1,257.726, that is JD 
308.000 more than 1994. 
The tanning section made 
a profit of JD 1,55.000 
whereas the shoe section 
made JD 202,109. Most of 
sales were for export. The 
company's shoe sales for 
1995 was JD 3.2 million. 
Last year the company 
opened up a leather factory 
capable of producing more 
than 4000 leather pieces 
daily. Jordan Tanning has 
just decided to increase its 
capital by a million dinars 
to JD 2 million. The 
company's overall budget 
is JD JD 7,323,379. 

■ The Real Estate Invest¬ 

ment Co. is to give a four 
percent dividend to ics 
shareholders. The 

company made a net profit 
of JD 265,310 for 1995. 
Rents from the company's 
real estate complex 
amounted to JD 567.003. 

■ More than 4 million 
square meters for housing 
purposes were licensed last 
year, that is a 12 percent 
increase over 1994 which 
was 3.66 million square 
meters. This reflects a 
population growth that 
increased by 3.6 percent. 
The plots of land that were 
licensed according to 
geographical areas include: 
Amman Govemorate 11 
percent, libid, Jerash, 
Ajloun and Tafileb. 16 
percent, and the Zerqa 
Govemorate 22 percent. 


Foreign 
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Arab banking 

Financial surplus surges 


AMMAN (Star)—Earnings 
remitted by Arab banks from 
world markets in the 1990s 
amounted to S 148.7 billion. 
These were deposits from inter¬ 
national financial institutions, 
loans, or financial and real est¬ 
ate investments. Arab banks 
also effectively channelled the 
liquid surpluses of Arab states 
to world banks as debt service 
payments, and attracted world 
capital through foreign instil¬ 
ments such as bonds and bills. 

A recent study shows that 
the Arab banking system oper¬ 
ated during the last few years 
within the world banking 
system that is based on the 
dominance of one capital 
market and a new world 
division of labor. This system 
changed the banking capital 
from loan grants to government 
and- institutions into trading in 
emerging financial markets of 
the Third World. 

The study points that Arab 
banks owe international banks 
about $67.S billion, and that 76 
percent of Arab earnings was 
deposited through banks by 
Saudi Arabia (32%), UAE 
(19%), Egypt (17%). and 
Bahrain ( 8 %). It also noted that 
the loans granted by Arab 
banks to non-resident clients 
increased from S20.6 billion in 
1990 to $40.1 billion in 1993, 
and were S39.1 billion in 1994. 
It added that in recent years 
Arab banks developed a 
tendency to direct pan of Arab 
bank earnings to international 
financial and commercial 
bonds. This however, was 
limited only to banks in the 
Gulf and those with branches 
abroad However, Arab bank 
fund investments abroad 


generally assumed a 
temporary character; 
that is purchase for the 
purpose of sale. 

As for Arab central 
banks and their deal¬ 
ings with foreign 
exchange reserves, the 
study regretted the tack 
of detailed information 
on how these amounts 
were invested. It 
pointed out that 86 
percent of Egypt's 
reserves are deposits on notice 
in foreign banks, whereas 14 
percent were investments in 
foreign financial instruments, 
especially that of the US. The 
study said that these reserves 
were $30.8 billion in 1990. and 
grew to about $45-5 billion in 
1994. 

The stud|y noted that through 
its involvement in international 



joint loans, the Arab banking 
system contributes to the 
depletion of the economic 
surplus of debtor Arab countr¬ 
ies to international banks. This 
process is reflected in debt 
service repayments which 
exceed the volume of debt 
inflow. The net volume of 
debtor Arab states' remittances 
to creditor commercial banks 
was $2.45 billion in 1990. and 


fell to $349 million in 
1992. 

However, the study 
pointed out that the move- 
mem of joint bank loans to 
Arab countries from 
January ‘94 to August ‘95 
(amounted to S5.5 billion 
and was concentrated in 
Gulf-states) shows that 
world banks arrange loans 
in most cases, whereas 
Arab banks assume the role 
of a minor partner. It also 
noted that the movement itself 
fragments the integrated loan 
process and diversifies the role 
of the creditors. The study 
explaioed that those loans were 
centers on sectors of pro¬ 
duction and export, such as: 
natural gas, oil. petro¬ 
chemicals, fertilizers, 

aluminium, and air shipment, 
in addition to covering the def- 


Jdrdan-Gulf makes profit 
of JD 3.4 million 


THE JORDAN-Gulf Bank realized a profit 
of JD 3A million in 1995 (a 39 percent, 
increase over: 1994.) The Bank’s different 
fields of operations point to positive remits 
in ‘deposits. Thus the Bank's budget. 
increased to JD 172 million (a 32 per- cent 
growtfrover.1994). 

Its general manger, Mr Charles Grace 
said that a. number of factors have 
contributed to the Jordan-Gulf Bank’s 
growth ip l995. These indude the increase 
in the number qf clients, its efficiency and 
itsexpansion into Palestine. The Bank's 
depositv irtucb amounted to JD 133.6 

, * r- *, ■ •, 


million, increased by 33 per- cent over 
1994; 

Today, the Jordan-Golf Bank has 30 
branches, 2S of winch!are in Jordan and 
two in. Tulkarm and Nablus in the West 
Bank. Four brandies are. planned in the 
near future in Irbld and Aqaba, and' in 
RamaUahand Hebron (West Bank). 

Grace said deposits at the bank grew as 
interest, rates increased, and as depositors 
tended to transfer their deposits from 
foreign enrrendes into Jordanian dinars. 
He added that the bank’s facilities grew by 
49 percent compared with 1994 and 
amounted to JD 105. mflUomfl. 


ahead 


leu in the budget. 

As for foreign debt delivery, 
the study noted that Arab 
economic policies in the 1990s 
allowed the partial repayment 
of debrs through appropriation 
by the world capital of the 
shares of public economic 
units through privatization 
programs and debt exchange 
for assets, as part of economic 
reform deals and structural 
adaptation plans as proposed 
by the World Bank and Lhe 
IMF. 

This tendency was also the 
means used to cover budgetary 
deficits Bahrain. Oman and 
Kuwait. In this process, Arab 
banks played an important role 
through their contributions to 
world capital in the assessment 
of the public sector projects 
which are put for sale. 

The study noted the growing 
tendency of transferring Arab 
public and private debts by the 
issuance or bonds and their 
circulation in local or world 
markets where world capital 
can trade with them. Examples 
of this can be seen in the EGP 
3 billion bonds issued in April 
1995 by the Central Bank of 
Egypt, and the decision of the 
Lebanese government for the 
Central Bank of Lebanon to 
issue bonds in Lebanese Lire 
worth $250 million and 
marketed by the US Mirrel 
Lynch Coro. 

in 199C the "World stock 
market also witnessed the 
issuance of a $957 million 
bonds for Tunisia, Lebanon 
and Saudi Arabia. From 

January-September * 95 , five 
such issuances were made for 
Tunisia, Jordan, and Lebanon 
worth $900 million. ■ 


World Bank President 
James Wolfensohn ends 
visit to Jordan 
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The latest hotel share debacle: Who to 
blame? 

THE NOTICEBLE decline in stock trading at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) during the last few months created a 
major concern to the dealers, brokers, and clients. 

Some experts say it is the result of the political developments 
relating to the peace process which have so far failed to bring 
about the promised fruits. Others say that this was extenuated 
by the fact that the CBJ which raised the interest rates, but 
didn't define time period. This lead to lack of liquidity on the 
market. Yet anothers group attribute the decline in trading to 
similar the deterioration that has occurred in the regional 
financial markets. 

A final group explains that the drop in the share volume bas 
to do with the exchange rate of other currencies in the region 
and the world markets. However, the lack of a satisfactory 
answer to real reasons that stand behind this retreat of stock 
trading and volume in the country should by no means provoke 
illegal trading ar the AFM. 

Whether the nearly 88,000 shares trading deal of the Middle 
East and Commodore Hotel Co. at the AFM is established or 
false, the publishing of such a stock volume greatly harms the 
trading process at the market. 

The suspension of dealing in this company's shares does not 
only discredit some investors, but also points to corruption, 
forgery, and outright plunder. At the same time, it deals a heavy 
blow to the AFM credibility, especially as it now seeks integra¬ 
tion with Arab and regional financial markets. 

The first indication of bad effects on the AFM was the 
decline of the overall share circulation and price on the market. 
The explanation of the AFM General Manager. Dr Umayya 
Touqan on the issue adds another alarm. 

If the a/fair of traded shares of the Commodore Hotel Co 
was taken to court more than two months ago. who has raised 
the issue now? One wonders about the press reports which 
quote an official, like Touqan, on a certain crocial issue, and 
deny the same thing the next day. 

The press seems to have not yer learnt that its own credibility 
depends to a large extern not only on the correctness of their 
reports, but also on how much it believes in its message. 

Since the Commodore affair has already been taken to the 
judiciary, the press bas the only the right to follow it if it 
wishes. 

But by exposing a scandalous story today, and denying it the 
next, the press only confuses its readers and diverts from its 
rightful mission. ■ 


American-Palestinian Business 
Center for Gaza set to move 


WORLD BANK Group President James D. 
Wolfensohn began a visit to Jordan 27 
March, to tour development projects. He met 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Prune Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti and 
members of his ministerial economic team, 
as well as private sector members and rep¬ 
resentatives of non-governmental 
organizations. 

He visited the Aqaba where he was briefed 
on plans to develop infrastructure and 
tourism in the area. 

He also visited the Jordan Valley and met 
farmers and discuss with them issues related 
to water and agriculture. 

Mr Wolfensohn met with Jordanian busi¬ 
nessmen, and discussed with the Jordan's 


on-going efforts to open up the economy 
further and integrate it in the global 
economy. 

This was Mr Wolfensohn's first visit to 
Jordan since assuming the World Bank presi¬ 
dency in June 1995. 

The visit is part of the president’s current 
tour of several countries in the Middle East 
and North Africa, including Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunisia and Egypt. 

Mr Wolfensohn will hold a press 
conference at the conclusion of his visiL This 
will be on 30 March at the Jordan 
In ter. Continental Hotel. Amman at 8 am. 

For further information contact: Mr 
Abdallah Bouhabib, Jordan 

Inter.Continental Hotel. ■ 
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By George S. Hishmeb 

USIA Staff Writer 

WASH INGTON—CONSTRUCTION 
on the much-trumpeted Marriott Busi¬ 
ness Center will begin this summer in 
Gaza, thanks to American and Palestin¬ 
ian financiers, declared its key promoter. 
Ziad Karram. a founding member of the 
Builders for Peace, the nonprofit organi¬ 
zation established at the urging of the 
White House to promote private invest¬ 
ment in the Palestinian self-rule areas. 

Karram, who is president of the Vir¬ 
ginia-based General Resources & Design 
Group, told a hearing March 21 of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee 
on Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs 
that the Gaza Marriott is “a reality" 
which means that "Gaza is open for 
business." 

He said the Center translates into 
“1,000 new jobs during construction. 350 
full-time on-site jobs when operational, 
and an investment of over $60 million." 

Karram said in an interview after the 
hearing that construction on the beach¬ 
front hotel will begin officially in May, 


although some work has already started 
He said be expects the project, the largest 
sponsored by the Builders of Peace since 
its founding in 1993, to be completed in 
three years. 

The project has actually grown from 
original plans for a 275-room facility to a 
555-room hotel, Karram said It will 
have direct telephone, fax machine and 
video conferencing capabilities as well as 
its own power generation and water 
desalinization facilities. 

Karram said the project was funded by , 
private sources, primarily from the 
Qatar-based Sal am International Invest¬ 
ment, whose president. Jamal Abu Issa, 
was introduced to the committee. 

A spokesman for Builders for Peace 
explained that Marriott has been 
designed as "a business multiplier' to 
draw businesses to the area and not a 
tourist hotel. Marriott will not be an 
equity holder, rather the operator, he 
explained 

Karram. along with three others, testi¬ 
fied at the late afternoon session, which 
was preceded by testimony from senior 
officials of the State Department, U.S. 


Agency for International Development 
(USAID) and Overseas Private Invest¬ 
ment Corporation (OP1C). 

Appearing with Karram were Omar M. 
Kader, president of Pal-Tech. Inc., and 
Dr. Peter Gubser, president of the Ameri¬ 
can Near East Refugee Aid (ANERA), 
an organization with several years of 
experience in the West Bank and Gaza. 
A fourth witness, David P. Fidler. 
associate professor of law at Indiana 
.University .School of.'Law (Blooming- 
tonh^^ybinitteq ifeis: testimony for the 
record 

Kader labelled Israel’s policy “to close 
its borders to Palestinian labor and sale of 
goods and services,” as the “most critical 
problem” facing the Palestinian economy 
nowadays. 

“It is unrealistic to expect Palestinian 
economic development without access to 
Israel and outside markets,” he 
emphasized. The ability to move 
throughout the Palestinian territories is 
critical to business success, he continued, 
adding “these closures occur more than 

Continued on page 13 


Palestinian Monetary Authority Governor Bsissou 

The Israeli banking system 
is very restrictive 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


23^26 March 


SUNDAY 


♦ T^jenaj 

♦ International Arab Hotel' 4 1 7 

♦ Jodan InJusry Supplies 


♦ Naiioitd Haw Wisri© 

♦ flsafcaraar Papa- fon wn 


4.00 '■* Imemabanal Ceramic Inc 

2.67 ♦Jordan Coif Bank 

178 ♦ United Land Transport 


MONDAY 


♦ Jordan Gulf Insurance 

♦ Jonfaa Trade FariDaes 

♦ Jordan Steel 


♦ Ammon Investment Bank H 5.48 

♦ [ibid District Electricity H 533 

♦ lmenwJoo*] Ceiwnie Industry ■ 4.76 


TUESDAY 


♦ Irbid District Electricity 4.93 

♦ Philadelphia Bank 4.13 

♦ InsjtnaSnrftjwOiernkat. 3.64 


♦JIMCO 

♦ National Cables 

♦ Amman InirMmcnt BnnL 



<ten —I Price Pointer 
Trade Volume 
Stock Vol ume 
Hlflhoot Traded Stocks 

♦ Arab Hotels 85 


♦ Dar AUDiws 


88X65 ♦ Arab Bank 


11&667 ♦ Arab Hotels 


All data provided by ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 


' AMMAN (Siar)—The Union 
of Arab Banks fUAB) 
discussed, in Abu Dhabi earlier 
this month, the Israeli banking 
system. Us initiative was based 
on a study prepared by the 
Govenior of the Palestinian 
Monetary Authority Mr Fuad 
Bsissou. The aim was to get 
acquainted with the details of 
that system, its role under 
peace conditions, Israel’s 
financial strategies and tactics 
in lhe region, and, ultimately, 
to define the means or dealing 
with iL 

Mr Bsissou noted that the 
Israeli banking system now 
stands at a crossroads, and its 
structure built on monopoly 
rales. The dominant kind of 
property of the major banks 
there, makes their future 
uncertain, he stated. 

In the light of the regional 
political developments, and the 
state or Lhe Israeli banking 
system, itself, the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment began selling to the 
public the shares of tbe banks 
of Hapoalira and Leumi. At the 
same time, the government 
tends to separate small and 
medium sized banks from the 
major ones, and sell them as 
independent private 

companies. This is fully 
supported by the Bank of 
Israel, and limits the banks' 
shares in non-financrai corpora¬ 
tions by 25 percent. In addi¬ 
tion, the government embariced 
on new legislations which deal 
with the reorganization of the 
saving funds structure. 

Mr Bsissou points out that 
allowing competition with 
external banks and removing 
restrictions on exchange rates 
is designed to promote the 


efficiency and performance of 
Israeli Banks. Given the new 
political realities in the region, 
foreign banks will indeed be 
encouraged to operate inside 
Israel and contribute to tbe 
restructuring of its banks. 

Therefore, he expects the 
banking sector to control and 
dominate stock markets and 
investment corporations, some¬ 
thing that would lead to 
controversy. Therefore new 
legislations are required to 
avoid this. 

Mr Bsissou's paper also 
deals with the activities and 
operations of Israeli banks 
abroad. It states thar through 
their overseas branches, Israeli 
banks finance foreign trade 
deals, hold deposits of foreign 
nationals, and provide services 
to Jewish communities. Over 
90 branches and agencies, and 
37 accredited offices operate 
oulside Israel. 

The overseas activities of 
Israeli banks began in the 
1950s. and accelerated in the 
1970s, during the bank boom. 
But in the 1980s Israeli Banks 
witnessed a decline. 

This was because of their 
inability to provide funds 
needed for their development 
abroad. It was the Bank of 
Israel which posed those 
financial restrictions on Israeli 
banks and the imbalance 
between the profits yielded by 
these branches and the funds 
allocated to them. 

Meanwhile, tbe inflationary 
rates, income tax, and relative 
economic stability in Israel in 
the late 1980s. discouraged 
Israeli banks from directing 
more funds for external uses. 

For these reasons, Mr 


Bsissou notes that the total 
assets of Israeli banks didn’t 
change much between 1988- 
1992. They actually dropped 
slightly from $17.7 billion to 
$17.5 billion. Public deposits 
also fell from 512.7 billion to 
$ 11 2 billion in the same period 
while bank deposits increased 
from $3.4 billion to $4.4 
billion. However, the paper 
also notes thar the deposits at 
these accredited financial 
institutions abroad decreased 
from $ 8.6 billion to $7.7 
billion. 

In spite of their difficulties 
which hampered their advance 
in 1983, and actually forced 
four of the main five banks in 
Israel not to increase their 
equity ownership, tbe funds 
and profits of these banks 
reached international levels in 
regard to capital sufficiency. 
And the corrosion of the banks 
capital that occurred during 
periods of rapid inflation 
revealed an inferior fund state¬ 
ment to its real value. 

In fact, that was the direct 
result of tbe unadjustment of 
the banks' fund statement in 
correlation with inflation rates. 
That is, the price hikes and tbe 
devaluation of the Israeli 
shake! inflated the bank’s 
assets and liabilities. Moreover, 
the disallowing (up to 1982) of 
the banks to adjust their 
income tax in relation to infla¬ 
tion obliged them to pay huge 
taxes for illusio’naiy profit, and 
thus accrue a very limited 
added value to their capital. 

However, the barks situation 
began to improve in the ‘90s, 
as they were allowed to adjust 
their financial accounts in 
accordance with the prevailing 
inflation rates. 


As for profits. Mr Bsissou 
notes their vibration in the past 
decades which remained below 
international levels. He explains 
thar was owing 10 economic 
instability, radical changes in 
the monetary policy —and 
interest rates—the loans 
granted to the banks, the 
growth debts, and tbe financial 
deterioration of companies, 
since 1985, as they became 
dependents on bank loans. 

Monetary and banking leg¬ 
islations lie is controlled by the 
Centra] Bank of Israel (CB0- 
The bank is also authorized to 
establish the country’s 
monetary policy. Since its 
inception in 1954, the CBI 
obliges banks to deposit funds 
at its treasury. However, this 
policy didn’t prove effective as 
the CBI was unable to operate 
an effective control on funds 
needed to cover the deficit in 
the slate's budget. Meanwhile, 
the CBI could not mange to 
control the inflows of 
remittances in foreign currenc¬ 
ies. Indeed, such a policy 
contributed to the restriction of 
the banks' capabilities of 
investing in their own resources 
and expanding domestic 
securities. 

During the last few years, the 
CBI resorted to the discount 
rate, through which it 
controlled the securities volume 
and interest rate. As for the 
exchange rate, it was linked 
with a number of foreign 
currencies and subject to die 
rales of supply and demand 
within a range of 10 percent. 

The Israeli law of 
commercial banks allows them 
access to free activities in the 
Slock Market, but partially 
restricts their investments in 
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Palestinians killed: Latest statistics 


• More than 1900 Palestinians were killed on the West Bank 
and Gaza since the start of the Intifada which started in 1987. 
About 127 women and 268 children killed by Israeli soldiers. 
More than 366 were killed since the Oslo accord in 1993. 

However, the number of Israelis killed were 389, of whom 
48 were stabbed, and 139 died by 17 bombings carried out by 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad. About 213 died since the signing of 
the Oslo accord. This was the latest reports of an international 
organization for human rights. 

The latest imposed security zone around the West Bank and 
Gaza, (started 25 January) is the 43rd of this sort since the 
start of the 1987. Also, there has been about 200 attacks on 
mosques and places of religious worship since the signing of 
the Oslo accord. About 34 of these attacks were on the Al 
Aqsa Mosque. The Israeli authorities have confiscated 57,000 
dunums from Jerusalem since the Oslo accord up till die latest 
self-rule agreement with the Palestinians. 


No to change in National Charter 


% The Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
and the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of .Palestine 
(DFLP) both rejected the 
amendment of the Palestinian 
National Charter. 

Mr Geoige Habash, the 
general secretary of the PFLP 
argued that they are against the 
convening of the Palestine Na¬ 
tional Council to discuss the 
repeal of the clauses dealing 
with the destruction of Israel, 
so long as it continues to 
impose a total security zone on 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

They said that Israel has 
imposed a policy of starvation 



Mr Habash 


on the people, so any'attempt to change the National Charter at 
the present time would be tantamount to suicide. Meanwhile, 
Israel has agreed to let in the West Bank almost all members 
of the PNC 18 of whom were previously expelled. 


Religion under spotlight 


• According to Israeli television, the Israeli army is now 
watching the Imams of the Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. 
More precisely, the army is now listening to the preachers 
Friday sermons. Have they convened to Islam? Certainly not! 
The army is watching out for any provocative statements from 
these patriotic clergy. 

As part of what can only be described as “Islamophobia", 
the Israeli police have closed down two Islamic welfare so¬ 
cieties in Nazreth, a town inside Israel. The police were acting 
on the orders of the commander for the northern region. 

On a different note, one which is likely to surprise many, 
the Islamic movement inside Israel said that It would fight the 
next Israeli general elections that is scheduled for 28 May. 
Sheikh Abdullah Nimr Darweish said that his movement is 
nearly to become deputies in the Knesset 


Saudi recognized Palestinian passport 


• Saudi Arabia has recognized the Palestinian passport 
issued by the Palestinian National Authority, for pilgrim to 
Mecca. The Saudi foreign minister Prince Saud Al Faisal said 
his country was wilting to deal with the passport as soon as it 
is appropriate. The Prince did not elaborate. 


Israelis go to Qatar 


• Qatar is quickly normalizing 
its relations with Israel. While 
waiting Peres's visit to the state, 
its emir Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifah Al Thani, has invited 
two prominent Israelis in the field 
of horse racing and breeding to 
attend the horse riding festival 
which ended last week in Doha. 
Uri Arieli and Eiian Fratimehr 
have already visited Morocco and 
Jordan according to Al Quds. 



Hamad Ben Khalifah 


Palestinian newspapers go 
international 


• Palestinian newspapers will soon be seen on the internet 
This will be a revolution at least on the local Palestinian level, 
where literally the whole world will have access to Palestinian 
newspapers both in English or Arabic on the computer. The 
operation which is likely to become effective sometimes this 
month is being organized by a Palestinian Jerusalem-based 
Inter-News organization. 



Star 


Jordan's political, economic 
aid cultural weekly . 


email: Star@net.comJo 
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Arabs in Israel: 


A struggle for acceptance 


Arabs say anti—Arab sentiments are reflected in daily life. Many Jews 

refuse to rent or sell houses to them. 
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By Marjorie Miller 
Los Angeles Times 


JAFFA. ISRAEL—The day 
after a suicide bomber blew 
himself up outside a Tel Aviv 
mall bringing the nine—day 
death toll from Hamas terror¬ 
ism to 62. Palestinian graduate 
student Farid Hamdan made 
the mistake of saying "good 
morning” to a Jewish acquain¬ 
tance at Tel Aviv University. 

‘There's nothing good about 
it," the woman snapped. "You 
see what you people have 
done?" 

A few days later, several of 
Ham dan’s students at Jaffa 
High School No. 12 had a simi¬ 
lar encounter while waiting to 
see President Clinton in Tel 
Aviv. A young Israeli beard the 
group of 16—year—olds chat¬ 
ting in Arabic and hissed, "We 
will kill Clinton and we will kill 
you, too." 

Ashouag Khouny. who had 
gone to the meeting to express 
her sorrow over the bombings; 
was stunned. “I wanted to say 
that we are not guilty." the 
11th—grader said. "But I was a 
little afraid he meant it. so I 


didn't say anything." 
reel's 800.C 


For Israel’s 800.000 or so 
Arab citizens, the deadly spate 
of suicide bombings by Islamic 
fundamentalists has been a 
double blow. Because three 
Palestinians were among those 
killed in the bombings in the 
past month, the blasts have 
sown fear among Arab com¬ 
muters as well as among Jews. 

On top of that, Palestinians 
in Israel say the bombings have 
dealt a dramatic setback to 
their hopes for gaining equal 
rights. Once again, they say, 
they are being blamed for the 
carnage carried out by a small 
group of Palestinian’ fanatics 
from the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and they have been sub¬ 
jected to a barrage of verbal 


and physical abuse. 

In the face of such hostility, 
Arab Israelis are lying low. 
Some say they try not to "look 
Arab," while others refrain 
from speaking their language 
in public. Still others stay at 
home. 

The issue of loyalty is not 
new for Palestinians in Israel. 
About 150,000 Arabs 
remained in the country after 
the war of independence in 
1948. Since then, these natives 
and their offspring have strad¬ 
dled the border between war¬ 
ring worlds, living under the 
glare of suspicion from both 
sides. 

The Arab world has found it 
difficult to accept their volun¬ 
tary adherence to a state of 
Jews, while Jews have looked 
at their blood ties to Israel's 
historic enemies and seen a 
fifth column in the Arab— 
Israeli Conflict- 

Certain ly Palestinians in 
Israel supported their brothers’ 
struggle for an independent 
state of Palestine in the West 
Bank and Gaza. During the 
seven—year “intifada,” or 
uprising against Israel, they 
gave food, clothing and 
money—anything they could 
do within the law—to help the 
fight for a Palestinian 
homeland. 

But as far as Palestinians in 
Israel were concerned, the 
peace accords between the 
Israeli government and Pales¬ 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat 
had started the West Bank and 
Gaza down the road to inde¬ 
pendence. With the recent . 
Israeli troop redeployment 
from West Bank cities and the 
Palestinian elections. Palestin¬ 
ians in Israel thought they saw 
an end to the conflict between 
their state and their people. 

Most had no intention of 
leaving Israel or, more impor¬ 
tant, the land where they were 
born. Instead, they believed * 


they finally had a chance to 
focus on gaining the equal 
rights at home that long had 
been denied them in the name 
of national security. 

To win those rights, they 
were looking not to Arafat but 
to Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres and other Jewish 
and Arab leaders running in the 
29 May national elections. 
Then the human bombs began 
to explode in rapid succession, 
starting 25 February. 

The main issues, say Arabs 
in Israel, are getting equal 
access to jobs, education and 
government resources, and to 
ending their status as second— 
class citizens. 

Even the government 
acknowledges that much 
remains to be done to narrow 
the social and economic gaps 
between Arabs and Israelis. 

“The paradox,” said govern¬ 
ment spokesman Uri Dromi. 
“is that while this government 
has done unparalleled tilings 
for Arabs, this has only high¬ 
lighted the awareness of so 
many years of neglect.” 

And of continued inequities. 
In the Arab village of Bartaa, 
residents recently watched in 
frustration as Israeli workers 
installed lamp posts on the road 
from Highway 65 to the Jewish 
town of Katsir, but not on the 
short right—hand fork to 
Bartaa. 

Riad Kabha, the mukhtar, or 
clan leader who acts as mayor 
of Bartaa, explains that Katsir 
is one of the Jewish settlements 
inside Israel's "Green Line,” 
which former Defense Minister 
Ariel Sharon established in the 
1980s to prevent Arab villages 
from expanding and merging 
into blocs. 

In fact, the Green Line that 
divides Israel and the West 
Bank land it captured in the 
1967 Middle East War runs 
right through the middle of 
Bartaa. putting half of the town 


inside Israel and half in the 
West Bank- All of the families 
on both sides ore related and 
share the same last name. 

Kabha has been fighting for 
years for an Arab town council 
in Israeli Bartaa to represent 
the village's interests and 
receive government funds for 
community projects. 

Now. in the aftermath of the 
suicide bombings, he fears that 
the only construction in store 
for Bartaa may be a fence 
along the Green Line-^part of 
Peres’ new policy physically to 
reparate Israel from the West 
Bank and try to keep terrorists 
out 

In Israel, hard—line oppo¬ 
nents of the peace process dis¬ 
miss the idea of separation 
along with Peres' vision of a 
new Middle East of peace and 
cooperation. And one main 
reason they offer is the enemy 
within. 

“More than 850,000 /yabs 
live within the Green Line," 
wrote The Jerusalem Post in 
an editorial after the 4 March 
Tel Aviv bombing. "And to 
state that the vast majority are 
loyal to the state is as meaning¬ 
less as the truism that most Pal¬ 
estinians are not terrorists. It 
takes no more than a few hun¬ 
dred activists to wreak the kind 
of havoc that Israel has just 
experienced.” 

Arabs say anti—Arab senti¬ 
ments also are reflected in 
daily life. Many Jews refuse to 
rent or sell houses to them. In 
the cities where Arabs and 
Jews both live, they are not 
welcome in Jewish apartment 
buildings or even Jewish 
neighborhoods. 

Arabs acknowledge that 
Israeli society has opened up to 
them in the last 20 years. Many 
of the nation's best—known 
actors and soccer players and 
one of its most famous 
Hebrew—language authors, 
Antoine Chamas. are Arabs. 


Nonetheless, they say, there 
is a ceiling on advancement for 
Arab professors in universities 
and government. And although 
Arabs have made it into the 
Knesset, their role there is 
questioned by much of the 
Jewish population. 

Many Israelis believe that 
Arab Knesset members should 
not be allowed to vote on 
issues that involve national 
security—in the same way that 
Arabs are exempt from serving 
in the Israeli army because of a 
potential conflict of loyalty. 

Many opponents of the 
Israeli—Palestinian accord 
have argued that it did not 
have a "real majority” because 
its approval by the Knesset 
depended on Arab votes. 

Most Arabs are opposed to 
serving in the Israeli army, 
although many would like to 
have the option of a noncom¬ 
bat national service in order to 
win military benefits such as 
access to low—interest mort¬ 
gages. But they do not want to 
be in the position of having io 
fight against Arab armies. 

According to a Tel Aviv 
University poll published 
before the bombings, an 
unprecedented 80 percent of 
Arab citizens are expected to 
mm out for the May national 
elections—up from 69 percent 
in 1992. 

A majority of those were 
planning to vote for Jewish 
Zionist parties, which Israel's 
Arab citizens said were in the 
best position to advance peace 
with the Arab world and Arab 
rights at home. 

Many Israeli politicians 
have called on Israelis to 
refrain from blaming all Arabs 
for the suicide bombings, but 
Bartaa's Kabha suspects this is 
largely electoral politics. 

"They still need our votes.” he 
said. ■ 
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By Mary Curtins 
Los Angeles Tunes 


JERUSALEM—Faced with 
rapidly deteriorating economic 
and health care conditions in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
Israel took steps Sunday to 
slightly ease the strict closure it 
imposed 3 March after a rash 
of suicide bombings. 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres told his Cabinet that Pal¬ 
estinians may return to their 
jobs in Jewish settlements in 
the territories and that Palestin¬ 
ian patients will be allowed to 
seek treatment in Israeli 
hospitals. 

Still, ail but a few Palestin¬ 
ians will be barred from their 
jobs in Israel indefinitely, he 
said, because Israel's security 
forces continue to receive fre¬ 
quent reports of planned terror¬ 
ist artacks. 

Israel was the main source of 
employment for West Bank 
and Gaza Palestinians before 
the borders were sealed, with 
about 60,000 Palestinians 
working legally there. 


Israel to ease ban on 


Palestinian border crossings 


But tbe closure has proved 
so popular with Israelis that 
Peres’ Labor Party has decided 
to make separation between 
Israel and the territories a main 
theme of its campaign for 29 
May national elections, news¬ 
papers here reported Sunday. 

Peres reportedly prefers por¬ 
traying the current closure as 
temporary. But Interior Minis¬ 
ter Haim Ramon, who is in 
charge of Labor’s campaign, is 
pressing the party to promise 
voters that the closure will be 
made permanent. 

Israel is asking other nations 
to contribute to a fund that will 
create jobs in the territories for 
Palestinians, and the govern¬ 
ment has authorized permits 
for 100.000 foreign workers to 
replace Palestinians inside 


Israel. 

Touring the Kami check¬ 
point between the Gaza Strip 
and Israel on Sunday, Deputy 
Defense Minister On Orr said 
that goods—but not people— 
will now be allowed to pass in 
and out of the territories. 

Human rights organizations 
and physicians have charged 
that the closure has seriously 
damaged the Palestinian 
health—care system and 
endangered the lives of some 
patients. 

"The situation of health care 
in the territories is chaotic.” 
said Dr Amin Thalji. director 
of AI Makassed. the largest 
and best—equipped hospital 
serving Palestinians. Thalji 
said his hospital has been virtu¬ 
ally paralyzed by the border 


closure. 

Al Makassed, a 250—bed 
hospital, is located in East Jeru¬ 
salem. About two—thirds of 
the hospital's staff, or 400 
employees, commute from the 
West Bank in normal times, 
Thalji said. But until recently, 
doctors, nurses, technicians and 
other health care workers were 
kept away under the ban. 

"This has deprived thou¬ 
sands of Palestinians of badly 
needed services.” Thalji said. 
He said the hospital has been 
forced to cancel scheduled sur¬ 
geries, dose its outpatient clin¬ 
ics and suspend its physician 
training program. "It is like 
canceling a hospital." he said. 

Two Israeli rights groups, 
Physicians.for Human Rights 


and the Association for Civil 
Rights in Israel, joined with Al 
Makassed last week in peti¬ 
tioning Israel’s High Court of 
Justice to allow health—care 
workers from the territories to 
return to their jobs inside 
Israel. 

The court gave the army 45 t 
days to devise a plan that per- ‘ 
mils at least some health-care 
workers to do so. 

In the meantime, Thalji 
said, the army agreed to imme¬ 
diately ease some restrictions; 
On Sunday. 22 of Al 
Makassed's staff from the 
West Bank received permits to 
go to work, with 223 others 
expected to join them this 
week. 

‘This closure is the most 


extreme one ever imposed." 
said Dr Ruchama Marton, a 
psychiatrist who is chairwoman 
of Physicians for Human 
Rights. Marton said about 250 
Israeli physicians are volun¬ 
teers in the organization. 

But Sh/omo Dror. spokes¬ 
man for the Israeli military 
administration in the territories, 
said that human rights groups 
and Palestinian officials have 
exaggerated the hardships 
imposed by the closure. 

Dror insisted that any patient 
who truly needed treatment in 
Israel, and could find no alter¬ 
native in the territories, has 
been granted entry. He denied 
claims by Palestinian officials 
that as many as seven patients 
died en route to care because 
their ambulances were stopped 
and delayed at army 
checkpoints. 

Dror said that the situation in 
the territories is difficult but not 
life—threatening. 

“The problem in the territo¬ 
ries is a problem of quality of 
life. The problem in Israel was 
one of staying alive," he said. 


Searching for the most wanted fugitive in Gaza 


By Nicholas Goldberg 
Los Angeles Times—Washington Post 
AVh s Service 


KHAN YUN1S, Gaza Strip—On the outer wall 
of Mohammed Diefs cinder-block house in this 
squalid refugee town is a sketch of the Islamic 
holy book, the Koran, superimposed over a map 
of Palestine. 

Several feet away, under a shuttered window, 
is another, somewhat cruder drawing: a machine 
gun. thick, black and menacing. 

No one will open the door of the low. tin— 
roofed house, even though his mother and sev¬ 
eral other women are home, conversing quietly 
inside. Neighbors refuse to stop on the narrow 
unpaved alley outside the house, whispering 
only that it is too dangerous. Lurking all around, 
they say. are the plainclothes “mukhabarat"— 
the Palestinian secret police—watching each 
person who comes near. Four days ago. the 
mukhabanu took away Mohammed Dief*s 
father. 
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"I really must go." says a neighbor, refusing 
io discuss the significance of the graffiti, nr any¬ 
thing else, “ft is very dangerous to talk right now 
while the search is on." 

The man being sought is the most-wanted 
fugitive in Gaza. As chief of the Izzcdin al- 
Qassem brigades, the military wing of the 
Islamic militant group Hamas. Dief is said to 
have ordered the death of more than a dozen 
* :»Iis—even before masterminding the most 
recent wave of suicide bombings, which killed 
60 people and threw the future of the Middle 
East peace process into doubt. 

Palestinian officials say they have been dose 
to catching Dief six times now, hut that he has 
escaped each time. Last Saturday, they got a tip 
that he was at the Jobalya refugee camp in Gaza, 
but when soldiers arrived 10 minutes later, Dief 
was gone—having fled, apparently, on a bicycle. 
Last Thursday, sources said, they were told he 
might be in the Shujaiya neighborhood of Gaza, 
but when hundreds of police officers raided the 
house, a Hamas activist threw a grenade out the 
door. Two Palestinian police were hurt and Dief 
—if he was there at all —escaped. 

“He's a real fox." said Brig. Gen. Zacharia 
BaJousha. deputy director of Palestinian intelli¬ 
gence. "He uses several aliases, and changes his 
appearance from time to time with the help of 
different disguises. He moves from house to 
house so it is difficult to locate him.” 

Palestinian officials say that they ate commit¬ 
ted to catching him, and that sooner or iater they 
will succeed “He can't remain in hiding for¬ 
ever." said Nasser Yousef, chief of the Palestin¬ 
ian security forces. “We will find him, arrest 
torn, and try him," 

But in the wake of the bombings, the Israelis 
arc no longer satisfied by such answers. Several 
senior Israeli officials insisted last week that the 
Palestinians know how to find Dief and could 
arrest him any time they wanted. Although the 
police under Palestinian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat have closed Hamas—run schools, 
taken over mosques and apprehended more than 
900 Hamas and Islamic Jihad activists since the 
wave of suicide bombings began—including 35 
of tbe 37 Hamas leaders on a list provided by 
Israel—the arrest of Dief hxs turned, for the 


Israelis, into a symbolic test of Arafat's resolve 
to root out terror. 

Last week as the peace talks lay in limbo and 
the Israeli elections barreled closer, beleaguered 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres said he would not 
take the next step in the peace process— 
withdrawing Israeli troops from the West Bonk 
city of Hebron later this month—until Dief is 
apprehended. 

fa his old neighborhood of Khan Yunis. 
Dief 5 newfound notoriety has made him some¬ 
thing of a hero. Here, amid the angry pro- 
Hamas graffiti and the fading photographs of the 
martyred fighters, neighbors remember him as a 
quiet and polite boy, fairly religious and well— 
spoken. 

"As I understand it. he was pan of the 
machine of Hamas." said Roni Shakcd. a former 
security official who is an expert on Hamas. 
"From school io high school to university to 
izzcdin. all through Hamas. That's how it works. 
All the good activists start young. You don't 
become Hamas when you're 21." 

As a top leader of Izzcdin al—Qassem. Dief 
is in the forefront of the battle against the Oslo 
peace agreements bcLwccn Israel and Arafat's 
Palestinian Authority. Since the signing of the 
Oslo agreement in 1993. hundreds of people 
have been killed in bus bombings and other sui¬ 
cide attacks by members of Izzedin al—Qassem, 
who believe that Israel must withdraw from die 
land of Palestine, and an Islamic state must be 
proclaimed in its place. 

Officials of the Israeli Shin Bet security force 
say it was Dief who was responsible For opera¬ 
tions that killed two Israeli teachers near Brit El 
and four Israeli vegetable merchants in Ga>a 
They say he gave tbe order to kidnap and kill 
soldier Arye Frankcnthal in July. 1994. When 
Nachson Wachsman. an American citizen in the 
Israeli army, was kidnapped and killed in the 
name of Allah in October. 1994. it was again 
Dief who gave the orders and negotiated with 
the Israelis, according to the Shin Bet. 

Dief worked closely with Yahya Ayyash. the 
master bomb—maker who was known as The 
Engineer, and who was assassinated in January, 
presumably by Israel. He gave the order, accord, 
ing tu the former head nf the Shin Bel, to carry 


out suicide bombings of buses in Jerusalem and 
Ramat Gan in 1995. 

During the most recent round of bombings, it 
was Dief who sent his deputy, Hassan Salameh. 
to recruit Mohammed Abu Wardch. who in turn 
selected the suicide bombers. 

'This is nffl speculation, it's not theories." 
said a senior Israeli official last week. ‘It’s 
known from our interrogations. He was very 
directly involved in all these killings." 

If allegations are accurate. Dief is clearly one 
of the most dangerous terrorists on the loose in 
the occupied territories. But something more has 
driven Israel to make Dief the linchpin of future 
peace talks: his relationship to Arafat's Palestin¬ 
ian Authority. 

According to senior Israeli security officials, 
Dief is one of the Hamas leaders who has been 
talking fear months to officials of the Palestinian 
Authority about a possible cease—fire agree¬ 
ment. Sources say those talks continued up uotil 
the days just before the 26 February bombing of 
the Number 18 bus in Jerusalem. Some say the 
talks continued even alter that 

The tattle to find Dief goes to the heart of the 
Palestinian—Israeli conundrum at this crucial 
moment in the peace process. Peres, under tre¬ 
mendous pressure in the weeks before the May 
29 general election here, feels he must demand _ 
no* ask—that Arafat crack down. Threatening 
and blustering, Peres has dropped the rhetoric of 
peace for the vocabulary of war. in a desperate 
bid to win back centrist voters who arc threaten¬ 
ing to defect. No matter what Arafat docs, Peres 
is under pressure to say it’s not enough, 

Arafat and other Palestinian leaders, however, 
arc caught in a bind of their own. Their constitu¬ 
ents—facing dosed borders and tough restric¬ 
tions of movement that they consider "collective 
punishment 1 —-arc angry as well, and arc not in 
the mood to see their leaders take orders from 
Israel. Arafat must walk a fine line. 

That has left some Palestinian officials 
vguing that Dief is not quite as important a fig¬ 
ure as the Israelis would have one believe. “He 
is not Rambo." said Palestinian Minister of Jus¬ 
tice Freih Abu—Midain. ■ 
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Dear Shareholders, 


Arab Bank, an institution firmly 
established in the financial markets, 
celebrated its 65 years of progress in 
July 1995. The financial position and 
income statement for the year are clear 
evidence of the bank’s strength. In the 
following pages. I have the pleasure of 
briefly reporting on the major changes 
that affected the financial markets and 
the performance of your institution 
during the past year. 

The continuous efforts to realise a 
peaceful settlement in the Middle East 
dominated the region’s economic and 
financial activities. However, it is 
important to emphasise that a final and 
just settlement is difficult and, as yet. 
not a reality. The positive impact that is 
anticipated for the well-being of the 
Arab citizens requires concentrated 
efforts. Our determined drive to recover 
all our fair and legitimate rights must 
also continue. 

Our future prosperity depends on what 
we achieve ourselves. The Arab nation 
has to take the initiative to advance its 
economic development A fresh vision 
is needed to enable the Arab world to 
control its natural resources. Integrating 
the economies of all Arab countries is 
the logical response to the challenges of 
the recent movements that unified: the 
economies of theOrigsfc deg&gjpgt 
nations.' : Free" intef^Xrab- trade *and ' 
unrestricted movement of capital 
should be achieved- Laws that hamper 
trade and Arab investments across 
borders should be amended. Changes in 
public policies and regulations are also 
needed to free the private sector 
completely. Moreover, it is important to 
modernise and harmonise Arab 
commercial laws in order to make them 
compatible with those of the most 
economically advanced nations. 

Public borrowing from local and 
international markets continued in 1995 
in accordance with the development 
plans of the Arab countries. Some Arab 
governments sought a rating for their 
debts by international agencies. We 
believe this is a healthy development. 
Borrowing for investment is expected 
to increase with the efforts being made 
to build the infrastructure and enhance 
output. In keeping with the bank's 
mission and commitment to develop the 
economies of the Arab World. Arab 
Bank was among the leading financial 
institutions that participated in funding 
sound economic development and 
investment projects. 

Mergers among leading companies, 
especially financial institutions in the 
United States and other developed 
countries, dominated financial markets 
in the past year. Continuous merger 
activities will accelerate the reshaping 
of the banking industry, and new 
challenges will emerge as a result 
Consequently, banks have to be more 
efficient and offer higher returns on 
investments. Regional financial 
institutions will be tested. Global and 
better capitalised banks may be able to 
outperform them by deploying their 
financial power and advanced 
technology. 

In 1995, regulatory authorities 
dedicated more time and effort to 
strengthening their supervision of 
financial institutions in view of the 
difficulties and failures of some of the 
leading financial houses. Regulations 
were introduced to improve the quality 
of the internal control departments 
within banks, the role of the external 
auditors and the inspection by the 
central banks. The new regulations aim 
to reduce the risk of failure as a 


result of fraud and mismanagement, 
and to increase the stability of the local 
and international monetary systems. 
Several attempts were also made to 
subject trading in securities and 
financial derivatives to the same level 
of supervision as the consolidated 
financial, statements of multinational 
banks. In addition financial regulators 
were pressured to develop a global 
regulatory framework. 

During the last quarter of the year, the 
Central Bank of Jordan fixed the 
exchange rate of the Jordanian dinar at 
708/710 fils against the US dollar. The 
action of the Central Bank was justified 
by the structure of the Jordanian 
balance of payments. Furthermore, 
most currencies of rhe Arab oil 
producing countries are fixed against 
the US dollar as the price of oil is 
quoted in that currency. To secure 
stability in the exchange rate of the 
Jordanian dinar, it is important for the 
monetary authority in Jordan to 
maintain the exchange rate against the 
dollar for a reasonable period of time 
and within a narrow range. 
Consequently, there is expected to be 
less fluctuation in the translation 
adjustment within the equity accounts 
of the Group, which is reported in US 
dollars. 

In short, it can be said that the Arab 
-Bank JukL* good _year,in L995> Once 
again the -“policy of Arab B&kfc- 
management has proven successful. 
Good results were also attained by all 
entities of the bank. 

* RECORD INCOME : Net income 
for the year improved to JD 80.5 
million in comparison with JD 70.5 
million in the previous year, 
representing a growth of JD 10.0 
million and 14.2%. The Group net 
income grew by 19.0% to reach US$ 
168.0 million. This record level for net 
income was achieved for the first time 
in the histoiy of the bank. 

* INCREASED BUSINESS 
VOLUME : Operating income, a key 
measurement of fundamental business 
strength, was up by JD 16.8 million 
over 1994 to JD 248.1 million. 
Operating income in the Group reached 
US$ 473.9 million from US$ 436.4 
million iu the previous year. 

* ENHANCED OPERATING 
EFFICIENCY : Operating expenses 
to total revenue ratio declined to 55.2% 
from 57.1% in 1994. The ability of the 
bank to control expenses and adhere to 
budgets was a major factor in 
improving operating efficiency. Growth 
in the branch network and improvement 
in staff numbers and qualifications were 
not compromised. 

* GROWTH IN QUALITY AND 
EFFECTIVENESS OF ASSETS : 
The ratio of loan portfolio to total assets 
improved 10 39.9% from 38.3%. 
Selective prime quality assets 
constituted the extended volume of 
loans. At the same time, the bank's 
policy of amending its doubtful debt 
provisions to levels that exceed the 
industry norms was maintained. 

The growth in net interest and 
commission income by JD 35.4 million 
and 16.0% is a very positive sign of our 
improved effectiveness in managing the 
bank’s assets and our continuous 
progress in successful risk control. A 
reasonable rate of interest on 
investments is sought within an 
environment of restrained risks and 
high stability. 

The Arab Bank Board of Directors 
recommends to the General Assembly 



to approve the distribution of 35% of the 
nominal share value of capital, i.e., JD 
15.4 million, being a dividend of JD 3.5 
per share. The success of the bank in 
enhancing its capital base improves its 
competitive ability locally and 
internationally. The growth in capital 
accounts gives the bank new 
opportunities for investment. At the end 
of 1995. total equity reached JD 552.0 
million compared to JD 487.0 million in 
the previous year. With its secondary 
capital, the bank is well placed to 
progress and compete successfully. The 
capital adequacy ratio accordingly will 
be 13.76%. The equity of the Group rose 
.3o US£ .1,267.9, million, from US$ 
: j, 1 S^OTUi'p!?; iff f?94, and the-capital 
adequacy ratio improved to 14.64% from 
13.65%. 

The success of Arab Bank is based on 
our ability to serve our customers 
effectively. We remain wholeheartedly 
committed to this course, and we will 
continue to work with our clients to 
understand and meet their wants and 
needs to the best of our ability. All 
services of the bank, whether private, 
commercial or corporate, will continue 
to improve. We intend to invest in 
upgrading and modernising the bank’s 
systems and technology. We also aim to 
identify our customers’ needs for new 
services and to meet them effectively. 

The growth in the branch network 
continued in 1995. Palestine received 
special attention. The bank now has 11 
branches in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. There are plans to increase the 
number of branches to more than 20 
within tiie near future, including the 
re-opening of our branch in Jerusalem, 
which is still closed as a result of the 
occupation. Six new cash offices were 
also opened in Jordan as well as a new 
branch in Valencia, Spain, another in 
Egypt and an office in Cyprus. 

On 31 March 1995. the General 
Assembly approved the Board of 
Directors’ decision to appoint Dr. Nasser 
Al-Rashid as a member of the Board as 
of 18 January 1995. I welcome Dr. 
Al-Rashid and have great confidence in 
his ability to contribute to the success of 
the bank. 

1 thank all shareholders and customers of 
the bank’ for iheir support and the 
business they entrust to us as well as for 
their confidence which we deeply 
appreciate. I am also proud of the efforts 
made by the thousands of staff members 
of the bank, which contribute so greatly 
to the bank's success and results. Finally, 

I would like to assure you of our 
determination to maintain our strong 
presence in pioneering our outstanding 
services to you. 

Abdulmajeed Shoraan 
Chairman, Board of Directors 


CHALLENGE AND OPPORTUNITY 


Challenge creates opportunities. 

In 1995, the banking industry was 
challenged repeatedly by the regulatory 
authorities as well as by the changing 
wants and needs of its customers. At 
Arab Bank we not only adapted to these 
conditions, but worked hard to use them 
to identify openings, add improvements 
and move forward. 

Regulatory authorities are pressing 
financial institutions to control all risk 
components at a sound level of 
confidence. They hate instituted a 
framework that requires the financial 
industry to a) assess and correct 
weaknesses in organisational structure 
and control, bj improve internal auditing, 
and c) create a proper system for 
monitoring bank risk exposure via Asset 
Liability Management Committees 
(ALCO). Furthermore, the framework 
focuses on regulator control in 
identifying risk as well as the role of 
external auditors in supporting and 
supplementing the control system. 

Arab Bank regularly examines Its 
reporting lines and functional 
responsibilities. In 1995. we developed 
an integrated control mechanism with a 
clear line of accountability. We began by 
reorganising credit functions. This 
restructuring effected changes in 
policies, responsibilities, reporting lines 
and the evaluation of credit risks. At 
head office, decisions related to credit 
are handled by committees at three 
levels: credit departments, a credit 
management committee, and a senior 
authority committee. Risk, assets are 
supervised by three separate 
departments, each in charge of a 
different geographical area. The 
Assistant General Manager for credit 
coordinates and supervises the three 
credit departments and heads the credit 
management committee. The senior 
authority committee includes the Deputy 
General Manager, the Assistant General 
Manager, and the three Senior Managers 
of the credit departments, and is chaired 
by the General Manager. As a result, the 
credit process has become more effective 
and the credit risk is better controlled. 

In addition to the existing Asset Liability 
Management Committees in the regional 
centres, a higher Asset Liability 
Management Committee was established 
at head office in the past year. This 
Committee reports directly to the 
General Manager. The high Asset 
Liability Management Committee is in 
charge of supervising and controlling 
liquidity risk, interest rate risk, sovereign 
risk and management of capital 
adequacy. The risk control and 
management include on - and 
off-balance sheet components. Timely 
and relevant reporting systems as well as 
on-line data processing ensure the 
effectiveness of the Committee's 
functions. These reporting systems along 
with the mathematical and simulation 
modules will enhance die bank’s ability 
to control risks and increase the 
efficiency of the decision-making 
process at head office. 

The internal control function of Arab 
Bank received special attention from the 
top management as well as from the 
Board. The objective of the new 
development in this area is to reshape the 
internal control function so as to enable 
it to identify warning signals in the 
operating system and report them in 
time. The final outcome of the internal 
control enhancement process was ihe 
establishment of an audit committee, 
which is chaired by the Deputy 
Chairman of the Board. The purpose of 
the audit committee is to improve 
corporate governance. Its main function 
is to review financial statements and act 
as a liaison between the auditors and the 
Board of Directors. Furthermore, it 
provides ai an effective independent 
check on the executive function, b) an 
impartial forum for the review of the 
bank's financial data and internal audit, 
cj a mechanism to generate the 
necessary impetus for reviewing the 
existing system of internal control and. 
whenever necessary. initiating 
improvements and monitoring their 
effect and, lastly, d) effective measures 
for improving the quality of financial 
reporting as well as financial 
communications with shareholders and 



the public. The audit committee is another 
step taken by Arab Bank to put in place an 
integrated risk control system aimed at 
preventing any deficiencies in its 
operations. 

Transparency and full disclosure are 
important disciplines that can prevent 
systematic problems. In the past few years, 
the management of Arab Bank improved 
its disclosure level progressively. In line 
with previous plans and with the guidance 
of the audit committee, the 1995 financial 
statements and the notes to these 
statements were prepared in conformity 
with International Accounting Standard 
No. 30. The level of disclosure in the 
annual report has never been as 
comprehensive as it is this year. We hope 
that the full transparency of the bank will 
enable the shareholders, the customers and. 
other readers of the financial statements to 
appreciate the ever-growing earning power 
of the bank, its low level of risk and strong 
nnanciat position. 

Our efforts to fine-tune the bank’s ability 
to control risks were carried out with our 
customers in mind. Enhancing the 
customers' confidence is an objective that 
was targeted by the management a long 
rime ago. even before the recent trend in 
the banking industry. The top management 
of the bank has also gone down to the 
grassroots to identify its customers’ needs 
and the services that meet their demands. 
Periodical management meetings between 
branches and top management at head 
office have become a regular event. The 
rich blend of head office knowledge of 
operating units coupled with strategic 
planning capabilities enables the bank to 
excel in identifying the preferences of its 
customers and meeting them effectively. 
Several studies and surveys were carried 
out in 1995 to examine and evaluate the 
marketing process at Arab Bank Group. 
They addressed all aspects of marketing, 
including the bank's products and 
services, its distribution and sales 
channels, pricing, customer segments, and 
the utilisation of new marketing concepts. 
The conclusions of the marketing research 
and customer survey underlined the 
growing need for a new and wider range 
of private banking products and services. 
In order to meet our clients' needs and 
improve our existing operations, a task 
force for private banking was set up to 
outline the strategic changes that the 
Group needs to adopt The task force also 
put forward a short- and medium-term 
plan of action. Improvements in the 
Group's private banking services will be 
carried out on a global basis and private 
banking functions will be separate from 
other banking activities. We will invest 
sufficient resources 10 achieve our 
Objectives. The Group aims to be the 
number one provider of private banking 
services to Arab individuals. We also aim 
to become a leader in providing private 
banking services to persons of high net 
worth in the markets we serve-. 

Arab Bank will continue to capitalise on 
the positive aspects of change and 
challenges. We shall remain focused on 
our objectives to excel in serving our 
customers and to enhance the welfare of 
our Shareholders. Our success symbolises 
the fulfilment of our mission in serving the 
communities in which we operate. 

KhaJid Shout an 
Deputy Chairman, 

Board of Directors 
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Assets 

JD (»000) 

JD (’000) 

Cash and due from banks 

2 922 816 

2 664 578 

Funds with central banks 

1 223 778 

1 200 376 

Government securities 

667 865 

497 400 

Trading securities 

125 750 

130 704 

Loans and advances . net 

3 711 10S 

3 131 549 

Long-term investments, net 

459 024 

394 049 

Fixed assets, net 

52 156 

53 526 

Other assets 

133 132 

111 126 

Total Assets 

9 295 629 

8183 308 

Customers' libility on guarantees, letters 



of credit and acceptances 

3 631 792 

3 048 700 

Total 

12 927 421 

11232 008 


' Income Statement for the years ended | 

> 31 December 1995 and 1994 1 


1995 

1994 


JD COOO) 

JD (*000) 

Interest income 

698 000 

511 506 

Commission income 

54 669 

48 441 

Less: Interest expense 

494 245 

336 713 

Commission expense 

2 055 

2312 

Net interest and commission 

256 369 

220 922 

Less : Provision for doubtful debts and 

* 


investments 

34 214 

23 782 

Net interest and Commission after 

* 


provision 

222 155 

197 140 

Add .‘Foreign exchange trading 

16 328 

16 233 

Other income 

9 564 

17 907 


248 047 

231 280 

Less: General and administrative 



expenses 

136 943 

132 123 

Net income before tax 

111 104 

99 157 

Income tax 

30 649 

28 702 

Net income 

80455 

70455 

Appropriation: 

To voluntary reserve 

22 000 

19 000 

To general reserve 

43000 

36 000 

Proposed cash dividend 

15 400 

15 400 

Directors' remuneration 

55 

55 

Total Appropriation 

80 455 

70 455 


ecember 1995 and 1994 I 


1995 

1994 

Liabilities and Shareholders 1 Equity 

JD C0Q0) 

jDCtfpef 

Customer deposits 

5 797 338 

5 341 346 

Bank deposits 

2 185 968 

1 670 818 

Borrowed funds 

21 453 

13 971 

Cash margin 

370 803 

335 472 

Provisions 

135 903 

128 185 

Proposed dividends and remuneration 

15 455 

15 455 

Other liabilities 

216 709 

191 061 

Total Liabilities 

8 743 629 

7 696308 

Capita! 

44 000 

44000 

Statutory reserve 

44 000 

44000 

Voluntary reserve 

116 000 

94 000 

General reserve 

348 000 

305 000 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 

552 000 

487 000 

Total Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 

9 295629 

•; 8183 308 

Guarantees, letters of credit and acceptances 

3 631 792 

3 048 700 

Total 

12 927 421 

11 232 008 


■ Cash Flow Statement for the vears ended 

V 


31 December 1995 and 1994 

J 


1995 

1994 

Cash flow from operating activities: 

JD C000) 

JD ('OOO) 

Interest and commission received 

784 003 

575 094 

Interest and commission paid 

(487 928) 

(320 818) 

General and administrative expenses paid 

(129 038) 

(125 642) 

Net cash provided from (used in) operations 



before changes in assets and liabilities 

167 037 

128 634 

(Increase) decrease in assets: 

Loans and advances 

(605 614) 

(482 711) 

Trading securities 

4 954 

35 122 

Oilier assets 

(11 677) 

(12 123) 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities: 


• 

Customer deposits 

455 992 

• 292 854 

Bank deposits 

515 150 

255 653 

Cash margin 

35 33 J 

49 729 

Other liabilities 

6 142 

21 408 

Net cash provided from ( used in ) operations before 



income tax 

567 315 

288 566 

Income tax paid 

(28 702) 

(20 079) 

Net cash provided from (used in) operations 

538 613 

268 487 

Cash flow from investing activities: 

. . - .• 


(Purchase) sale of fixed assets 

(6 535) 

fll 475) 

(Purchase) sale of other investments and long- term securities (72 000 1 

(37 131) 

(Purchase) sale of government securities 

(170 465) 

(34 515) 

Net cash provided trom (used in j investing activities 

(249 000) 

(83 121) 

Cash flow from financing activities : 


• — 

Borrowed funds from Central Banks 

7 482 

(644) 

Dividend paid to shareholders 

(15 455) 

(15 455) 

Net cash provided from ( used in ) financing activities 

(7 973) 

(16 099) 

Net increase (decrease) in cash 

281 640 

169 ^67 

Cash and cash equivalent at beginning of the year 

3 864 954 

3 695 687 

Cash and cash equivalent at end of the year 

4146 594 

3 864 954 


Conversion rates of foreign currencies against the Jordanian Dinar for consolidation purpose: 


Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 
Cyprus Pound 
French Franc 
Greek Drachma 
Italian Lira 
Korean Won 
Lebanese Pound 


End 1995 
0.532 
0.643 
6.918 
334326 
2,237.140 
1,092.330 
2^50360 


End 1994 
0338 

7413 

342423 

2&M70 

1425-470 

2450470 
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179440 


End 1994 

5490 

5440 
iU27 
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305 000 


487000 


8183308 
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Balance Sheet of Jordan Branches as of 31 December 1995 and 1994 


1995 


1994 




Liabilities & Shareholders’ Equity 


1995 


JD 


1994 


JD 


Cash and due from Banks 

850 378 270 

742 128 433 

Customers' Deposits 

Banks' Deposits 

2 054 230 049 

196 877 008 

1 909 661 0S7 | 

58 776 635 | 

( Cash at Central Bank of Jordan 

782 628 177 

647 985 670 

Borrowed Funds 

109 508 

109 609 | 




Cash Margins 

125 279 998 

115 073 829 f 

Government Securities 

31 799 228 

98 727 913 

Provisions 

24 561 39S 

15 820 926 fc 




Other Liabilities 

51 861 722 

53 720 338 l 

Loans and Advances (Net) 

811 757 853 

681 775 210 




Total Liabilities 

2 452 919 683 

2 153 162 424 I 

Marketable Securities 

24 681 759 

21 642 280 

Paid-up Capital 

44 000 000 

44 000 000 | 


- 


Statutory Reserve 

8 441 527 

8 441 527 I 

Fixed Assets (Net) 

18 357 635 

17 465 147 

Voluntary Reserve 

25 673 427 

18 736 451 1 

Other Assets 



General Reserve 

8 054 705 


19 485 920 

14 615 749 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 

86 169159 

71 177 978 I 

Total 

2539 088 842 

2 224 340 402 

Total Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 

2 539 088 842 

2 224 340 402 | 


Profit and Loss Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1995 and 1994 


Cash Flow Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1995 and 1994 


: t ''vV.'v*'; i \. .• . 

.>■»>/? ~r. ’ vr v • -! ' - V. ■' 

■■ . . 1,-fm _ ul- ■. - . ___ .. . 

Revenue 


J995 

JD 


Interest income 

169 973 601 

123 164 384 

Commission income 

15 427 600 

13 927674 

Less: 



Interest expense 

112 073 030 

83,017 667 

Commission expense 

344 098 

291 819 


Net interest & Commission 


Plus: 

Income from: 

Securities Portfolio _ 

Foreign Exchange Trading _ 

Other income 
Less: 

Provisions for Loans _ 

Loan losses _ 

General and Administrative Expenses 


Income Before Tax .; ■ 

Income Tax __ 

Net income __ 

Appropriations 

Voluntary Reserve _ 

General Reserve _ 

Universities Fees _ 

Provision for Scientific Research _ 

Manageme nt Profit __ 

Total \-L 


72 984 073 


883 555 
2 259 S36 
I 966 234 

9 906 976 
335 252 
33 166 591 


34 684879 
(19 000 000) 
15 684 879 


6 936 976 
8 054 205 
346 849 
346 849 


•15 684879 


53 782 572 


908 770 
2 256 831 
I 399 060 

6 378 852 
95 652 
28 275 871 


23 596 858 
(14 572 100) 
9 024 758 

4 719 389 

235 969 
235 969 


3 833 431 

9024 758 


Cash flow from operations : _._._ 

Interest and commission received _ 

Interest and commission paid_ 


General and administrative expenses paid _ 

Cash flow from (used in) operations 

before changes in assets and liabilities _ 

(Increase) decrease in assets 
Loans and advances 


Other assets _ 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities 

Current and demand deposits _ 

Saving and time deposits _ 

Bank deposits _ 

Cash margin _ 

Other liabilities _ 

Net cash flow from ( used in ) operations before tax 

Income taxes paid _._ 

Net cash flow from (used in) operations _ 

Cash flow from investments: 


(Purchase) of premises and equipment _ 

(Purchase) of other investments and long- term securities 

Sale of government securities _ 

Dividends received 


Net cash flow from (used in ) investments _ 

Cash flow from financing activities: _ 

Provision for doubtful debts _ 

Borrowed funds from Central Bank of Jordan _ 

Management Profit _ 

Net cash flow from financing _ 

Net increase (decrease ) in cash _ 

Cash and due from banks at beginning of the year 
Cash and due from banks at end of the year 


186 908 925 
(109 691 538) 


(32 173 641) 
45043 746 


140 779 093 
(83 309 486) 


(27 053 407) 
30416 200 


(139 889 619) (116 241 044) 


(2 077S49) (2 765 9371 


20 765 923 
123 803 039 

138 100 373 
10 206 169 

(519 677) 
150388359 
(10953 431) 

139 434 928 


(2 469 256) 
(3 039 479) 
66 928 685 
827 252 


62 247 202 


_ (ion 

(3 833 431) 
(3 833 532) 
242 892 344 

1 390 114 103 
1633006 447 


(16 556 756) 
125 734 462 
29 813 498 

15 44S 34S 

16 539 672 
51 972 243 
(8 272 100 ) 
43 700 143 


(2 50S 562) 
(4 973 927) 
27 S29 52S 
877 626 


21 224 665 

10 199~550 
26 576 
(3 884 2S2) 
6 341 844 
101 6S2 852 
1 288 431 251 
I 390 214 103 


AUDITORS' REPORT 


To the Shareholders of Arab Bank Pic 

Amman-Jordan 

We have audited the accompanying balance sheet of Arab Bank Pic (a Jordanian Public Shareholding Limited Company) as of December 31, 1995, and 1994 and the related statements of income 
and cash flows for the years then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Bank's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based 
on our audit. We have obtained the information and explanations which to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing. Those Standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance as to whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also 
includes assessin 0 the .accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statements presentation. We believe that our audit 

provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. . . , . ,. , . 

The Bank maintains proper accounting records which are in agreement with the accompanying financial statements and with the financial information included in the Board or Directors report. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Arab Bank Pic as of December 31. 1995 and 1994 and the results of its 
operations and its cashflows for the years then ended in accordance with International Accounting Standards, and we recommend that the General Assembly approve these financial statements. 

Amman-Jordan « . « ^ 



25,1996 


Saba & Co. 
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For the year ended 31 December 1995, submitted to 
Lbe General Assembly of Shareholders at the Annual 
Meeting held at the Bank's Head Office Building, 
Shmeisani, Amman, at 10 amu, Friday, 29 March 
1996. 


Dear Shareholders, 

Throughout the changing conditions and challenges of 
(995. the management of Arab Bank demonstrated its 
ability- to perform successfully and improve the bank's 
standing. The management showed a high degree of 
adaptability without losing focus of its major objectives. 
We are pleased to present to you a review of the business 
environment that prevailed during 1995 as well as an 
analysis of the financial position and performance of the 
Group. 


Business Environment 

In general, the world economy was subjected to many 
hazards in 1995. Several adjustments were made to the 
interest rates of the major currencies. Mexico's liquidity 
problem threatened to spill over to all other emerging 
economies and put the world markets at risk. Severe 
fluctuations in the exchange rate against the US dollar 
endangered the stability of financial markets. The inability 
of Japan and the United States to reach a final agreement 
on trade compounded market anxiety. 

Economic indicators showed an acceptable level of growth 
worldwide. In the leading economies, the average GDP 
growth slightly exceeded 2.3%. In the United States. GDP 
rose by 2.7%. Most American industries completed their 
restructuring in the pat years. The improved efficiency bas 
reflected positively on macro indicators in 1995. 
Consequently, new jobs were created and unemployment 
decimal Benefiting from a softer dollar, exports improved, 
thus reducing the deficit in the trade balance and the 
balance of payments. Continuous efforts to reduce public 
spending and to balance the budget were also moves in the 
right direction. 

On the other hand, growth in the Japanese GDP failed to 
exceed 0.6%. Furthermore, the stability of the Japanese 
monetary system is still critical. Corrections are 
anticipated, as a result of the failures of small and 
medium-size companies suffering from a low volume of 
business. Employment is expected to decline, due to the 
restructuring of Japanese companies. 

Western Europe enjoyed a 1% to 3% growth in GDP. Most 
of the economic indicators in the European Union were 
positive. The German economy showed its power and 
ability to adapt once again in spite of the significant rise in 
the value of the German Mark. The French economy 
enjoyed a similar condition until the last part of the year 
when labour unions and public servants went on strike to 
protest against the restrictions in social welfare benefits. 
The disturbance in France may be a foretaste of what could 
happen when other, countries .attempt to improve..their 
competitiveness. 

Strong demand in consumer and investment goods was the 
dominating factor in the Pacific rim and Latin America. 
Not unexpectedly, the end result was a drop in exports. In 
spite of the decline in the trade balance surplus, most of the 
Pacific rim countries achieved more than 7% growth in 
GDP. while average growth in Latin America remained at 
2.5%. In addition. 1995 witnessed an end to the 
deterioration of the GDP in Eastern Europe, which 
promises positive growth in the future. 

The OPEC group was able to maintain stability in its 
production of around 25.5 million barrels per day. Due to a 
price improvement of almost 8 %, the Arab oil-producing 
countries experienced a 10 % increase in revenues which 
reached USD 77 billion. The improved price put an end to 
the deterioration in the real price of oil resulting from the 
decline in both prices and the exchange rate of the US 
dollar. Increased income from oil also supported the 
economies of die Arab oil-producing countries. Some 
countries ore expected to balance their budget for (he first 
time in five years, while the deficit in the budgets of other 
countries was materially reduced. It may be concluded that 
political stability and more rational economic policies 
produced more favourable economic conditions across the 
board, with GDP growing in many Arab countries by more 
than 6 %. This positive growth is expected to continue in 
the coming years. 


FINANCIAL REVIEW 

The following is a discussion and analysis of Arab Bank 
Group’s consolidated results of operations and its financial 
position. In order to understand this section in its context it 
should be read in conjunction with the financial statements 
included in this report. The amounts disclosed-reflect the 
translation of alt Group members' financial statements into 
US dollars, which is the functional and reporting currency 
of the Group. Arab Bank Pic and Arab Bank (Switzerland! 
Ltd. constitute close to 90% of the total assets of the 
Group. The reporting currencies of the two entities are the 
Jordanian dinar and (he Swiss franc respectively. 


RESULTS OF OPERATIONS 


Overview 

The Group's net income after tax in 1995 reached USS 168 
million compared with USS 141.2 million in 1994. Net 
income per share (on the basis of Arab Bank Pic common 
shares of 4.400.0001 was improved to USS 38.2 from USS 
32,1 per share in the previous year. Total revenue grew to 
USS 473.9 million, representing an increase of USS 37.5 
million and 8 . 6 % over 1994. 


1 Interest 

mparaiive interest for the years ended 31 December 
)5 and 1994 figures of net figures are presented in (he 
lowing table: 


in USS millions 


1995 


1994 


Variance 

amount 


Interest 

income 

1,180.1 

880.7 

299.4 

34.0 

Interest 

expense 

792.3 

550.8 

241.5 

43.8 

Net interest 

387-8 

329 S 

57.9 

17_6 


Over 1994, the Group recorded an increase of USS 57.9 
million and 17.6% in net interest. The enhanced figures 
resulted from a growth in loan portfolio and improved 
interest margins. The enhancement of the loan portfolio 
percentage to total assets was a major objective for the 


Group in 1995. The bank also succeeded in managing its 
liquidity assets efficiently. Consequently, the percentage of 
interest income to total assets unproved to 8 . 2 % from 
6.1%. 


Commission 

Commission income improved to USS 98.4 million, 
representing an increase of USS 95 million and 10.7%. 
The commission income to total revenue ratio was 20.8% 
compared to 20.4% in 1994. The positive growth of 
commission income underlines the ability of the Group (o 
provide relevant and distinguished services to its 
customers. Commission income was composed of the 
following: 



in USS millions 




1995 

1994 

Variance 



amount 

% 

Commission from 
risk assets 

21.7 

19.3 

2.4 

12.4 

Commission from 
services 

76.7 

69.6 

7.1 

10.2 

Total 

98 A 

884 

9.5 

10.7 


Foreign exchange income 

Revenues from customers and the group foreign exchange 
trading reached USS 31.9 million compared to USS 31.2 
million in 1994. The foreign exchange market in 1995 was 
turbulent and unstable, yet almost all entities of the Group 
were able to perform successfully. Foreign exchange 
margins received as a result of customer activities also 
contributed to the good results. The foreign exchange 
trading positions opened as part of the Group's activities 
are liquidated on a daily basis. Exceptions in extraordinary 
circumstances arc limited to small amounts and they arc 
well-controlled by higher levels of management. 


Other revenues 

In 1995, the Group's other revenues reached USS 16.5 
million compared to USS 29.6 million in 1994. Other 
revenues included revenues from leased premises, services 
to customers and several items of a non-recurring nature. 


Revenue-related expenses 

Provisions and commission expense are the main 
components of the revenue-related expenses. In 1995. 
revenue-related expenses totalled USS 60.8 million 
compared to USS 43.2 million in the previous year. 
Comparative details of these expenses are shown below; 


in USS millions 



1995 

1994 

Variance 
amount % 

Provisions for 
doubtful debts 
and investments 

56.7 

38.9 

17.8 

45.8 

Commission 

expense 

4.1 

4.3 

# 

( 0 . 2 ) 

(4.7) 

Total 

60.8 

432! 

17.6 

40.7 

Operating expenses 

operating expenses for 1995 and 1994 are presented in the 
following table: 


in USS millions 



1995 

1994 

Variance 
amount % 

Staff 

131.2 

118.5 

12.7 

10.7 

Information systems 

17.6 

17.0 

0.6 

3.5 

Depreciation 

14.0 

11.3 

2.7 

23.9 

other operating 
expenses 

82.4 

90.1 

(7.7) 

(8.5) 

Total 

7452 

236.9 

82 

3.5 


* The increase in staff expenses resulted from staffing new 
premises in different locations, especially in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. It also includes annual raises and cost of 
living adjustments. 

* Several factors participated in the augmentation of the 
other components of operating expenses. Such factors 
included updating the Group's system, expansion of the 
branch network, and modernisation of the Group's 
equipment and technology. 

* General expenses included a donation of JD 15 million 
CUSS 2.1 million) to a leading academic institution in 
Jordan on the occasion of His Majesty King Hussein's 60th 
birthday. The Group's continuous support for educational 
and cultural programmes in the communities where it 
operates has become a tradition. Arab Bank is committed 
to supporting the younger generation and efforts leading to 
the promotion of promising leadership. 

* Changes in the percentage weight of operating expense 
components are presented below: 



1995 

% 

1994 

% 

Staff 

53.5 

50.0 

Information system 

7.2 

7.2 

Depreciation 

Other operating 

5.7 

4.8 

expenses 

33.6 

38.0 


Total 


100.0 UMLO 


Net income and income tax 

Net income after tax reached a record level of USS 168.0 

million in 1995 compared to USS 141.2 million in 1994, 

Income before tax and net income after tax arc presented 

below; 



in USS millions 




1995 

1994 Variance 

amount % 

Net income 
before tax 

228.7 

1995 

29.2 

14.6 

Income tax 

60.7 

58.3 

2.4 

4.1 

Net income 
after tax 

168.0 

141.2 

2 62 

19.0 


FINANCIAL POSITION 


Credit management 

Arab Bank Group employs a risk management process on a 
global basis to manage all forms of credit risks, including 
balance sheet and off-balance sheet exposure. General 
credit policies ore applied at different levels. 
Responsibilities for this process are shared between line 
uni is in the branches and subsidiaries and head office. 
Branches and subsidiaries manage the first level of credit 
committees. The branches have a primary responsibility to 
evaluate credit risks and ensure that each individual credit 
exposure is monitored and managed. Credit valuation and 
analysis include analysis of risks, financial position, credit 
history of borrower, credit rating and quality of security. 
The branch management has the authority to gram credit 
up to a"certain predetermined level. At head office, the 
decisions related to credit ore handled by committees at 
three different levels; 


- Credit department committee 

- Credit management committee 

- Senior authority committee. 


Three different departments supervise risk assets at the 
bank's head office, each in charge of a different 
geographical area. The Assistant General Manager for 
credit coordinates and supervises the three credit 
deportments and heads the credit management committee. 
The senior authority committee is chaired by the General 
Manager and includes the Deputy General Manager, the 
Assistant General Manager and the three Senior Managers 
of the credit departments. 


Growth in loan portfolio 

The 1995 changes in credit risk is depicted below; 



in USS millions 



1995 1994 Variance - 

amount % 

Loan 

prortfolio, Net 

6,074.4 5.1085 965.9 

18.9 

The off-balance sheet exposure was as follows: 


in USS millions 



1995 1994 Variance 

amount % 

Acceptances 

Guarantees and 
letters of credit 

202.8 161.4 41.4 

3.836.3 3.485.4 350.9 

25.7 

10.1 

Total 

exposure 

4,039.1 3,646.8 3925 

105 


It can be concluded from the above that ihe Group was 
able to enhance its investments in risk assets from US S 
5,108.5 million to USS 6.074.4 million at the end of 
1995. Total credit exposure increased to USS 10,113.5 
million from USS 8.755,3 million in the previous year. 


Provisions for doubtful debts 
The group determines the level of its provisions for 
doubtful debts by considering evaluations of individual 
credits and changes in the quality of credit portfolio 
levels of non-accrual loons, economic conditions, 
changes in size and character of credit risks and other 
predominant factors. Risk assets ore classified 
according to their quality into six groups: current. 
wuU'hlist, special mention, sub-standard, doubtful and 
loss. Credits with serious degrees of classification arc 
reviewed by head office on a quarterly basis. The credit 
portfolio is reviewed semi-annually in order (o assess 
sufficient provisions. Levels and amounts of provisions 
are also examined in the light of the monetary 
authority's guidelines as well as studies performed by 
the external auditors. The Group ceases to accrue 
interest on doubtful loans as soon as they are classified 
as such. Arab Bank Group's provisioning policies for 
exceed the industry norms and monetary authorities' 
guidelines. Balances in credit risk provisions arc 
presented in the following table; 


in USS millions 


1995 


J994 Variance 
amount 


Provisions 

347.1 

325.7 

21.4 

6.6 

Interest in 
suspense 

50.3 

37.7 

12.6 

33.4 

Total 

397.4 

363.4 

34.0 

9.4 


Liquidity management 

Liquidity is defined as the ability to meet near-term and 
projected long-term funding commitments while 
supporting future expansion in a manner consistent with- 
the bank's strategic plans. Arab Bunk Group manages 
liquidity al several managerial levels in the branches 
and subsidiaries. Arab Bank Group is divided into 


regional centres. Each centre is responsible for the 
operating units in its area and has its own funding and 
liquidity plans in accordance with the policies of the 
Group management. Liquidity is managed and 
monitored on a daily basis by the Treasurer and the 
Manager. Asset Liability Management Committees in 
the centres coordinate liquidity positrons on a weekly 
basis. At head office, the high Asset Liability 
Management Committee monitors and supervises the 
liquidity position of the bank on a monthly basis. 
Strategics and adjust merits of policies are earned out 
quarterly. 

Liquidity analysis at all levels includes dividing the 
assets and liabilities into different maturity bands. Ji 
also includes analysis of the sources of funds, their 
stability and cost. 

In general. Arab Bank Group follows a very 
conservative liquidity management policy along with its 
distinguished credit risk management. The liquidity 
ratio of the Group has always been higher than the 
accepted norms of the banking industry. 

The following table gives a comparative analysis of the 
liquid assets of the Group: 


in USS millions 

1995 1994 Variance 


amount 


Cash and 
banks 

5.708.3 

6.921.9 

ll.2J3.6i 

117.5 i 

Government 

bonds 

1.093.8 

995.8 

98.0 

0.8 

Trading 

securities 

177.3 

186.5 

»9.2i 

(4.9> 

Total 

6,979.4 

8,104.2 

11,124.8) 

113.9) 

It can be observed 

from the above 

tabic that the 


percentage of the liquid assets was reduced by 13.9% as 
a result of the improvement in the loan portfolio. It 
should be noted that the maturity ot liquid assets does 
not exceed three months in average. 


The external sources of funds at the end of 1995 and 
1994 arc presented below: 


in USS millions 
199? " 


1994 Variance 
amount 


Customer 

deposits 


Bunk 

deposits 


8.751.2 8.093.4 657.8 8.1 

2,984.4 3.850.2 I865.S.) (22.5) 


Cash 

margin 


543.6 519.4 24.2 4.7 


Total 


122279J 12.463.0 (183.81 <1.51 


Customer deposits are composed of stable funds th.<{ 
have remained with the bunk for u long period i »1 time. 
The growth in customer deposits during 1995 was 
negatively affected by the decline in the value of the 
Yemeni Rival. 


The following tabic gives some liquidity ratio measure* 
for the Group at the end of I Q 95 and 1994 ; 


19'J4 


Cash and quasi cash to 
total external funds 


56.8 65.0 


Cash and quasi cash 
to total assets 


■IK 5 56.6 


C ustomcr deposits 
and cash margin to 
loan portfolio 


153.0 168.6 


Customer deposits 
and cash margin to 
total assets 


64 J 60.| 


From the above, it can be observed that liquidity ratios 
declined in some extent during 1995. In spire'of this 
decline, the swung liquidity posiliun of the Group and 
its distinction from the industry norms i* evident. The 
high liquidity is in line with the Group's poliev which 
enabled it to face difficult and trying circumstances in 
Lhc pasL The Group manages investments «>f its liquid 
assets efficiently, which is reflected in the improvement 
in its net interest. 


Interest rate risk management 

Adverse movements on interest rales mav neeativefv 
impact the Group net income. The Group "manages its 
interest rate risks in accordance with the policies and 
limns established by the head office of die bank. Asset 
Liability Management Committee* in the centres as 
well as Treasures handle the d.iv to day management of 
interest rare risk,. The Asset Liability Management 
Committee at head office deals with strategic positions 
and policies. Arab Bank Group also 
conservative approach in its interest 
management. 

In general, the bank matches the maturity of its assets 
anti liabilities. The Group proprietor trading and dealinz 
in interest rate derivames is mosriv limited to cappin" 
Us mismatch position. ' 

The impact of the interest rate risk management as well 
as other dimensions of risk .supervision arc reflected in 
tec n« interest a^d interest margin in the Group's 
financial results. The net interest on average foul assets 
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of the Group for 1995 and 1994 is presented below: 

in USS millions 



1995 

1994 

Variance 




amount 

% 

Net interest 

387.8 

329.9 

57.9 

17.6 

Average 
total assets 

14364.7 

14303.9 

60.8 

0.4 

Return on 
average assets 

2.7% 

13% 

0.4% 

17.4 


From the above, it can be observed that the Group 
enhanced its effectiveness in 1995. The return on 
average assets was improved to 2.7% from 23% in 
1994. Revenues from investments in all assets 
cootributed~to this positive result. 

Capital management 

Capital management is carried out by the General 
Manager and the high Asset Liability Management 
Committee at head office. The Group concentrates on 
enhancing its equity by retaining income. The 
continuous development of equity aims to meet the 
growing needs of the branches and subsidiaries. One of 
the main objectives of capital management is to provide 
the shareholders of the Group with sufficient return on 
equity without exposing the bank to unwarranted risks. 
At the end of .1995, total shareholders' equity reached 
USS 1.267.9 million, representing an improvement of 
7.4% over the previous year’s figures. It amounted to 
8 .8% of total assets compared to 8.2% in 1994. The' 
following table represents the calculation of the capital 
adequacy ratio, according to the BIS rules at the end of 
1995 and 1994. 



in USS millions 



1995 

1994 

Variance . 




amount 

' 

Equity (*) 

Deri 
and 2 

1,124.4 

1,019.3 

105.1 

103 

Risk weighted 
assets 

7,682.6 

7,468.2 

214.4 

2.9 

Capita] 

adequacy ratio 

14.64% 

13.65% 

0.99% 

73 


(.*) Group equity minus reserves with associated 
companies 

The improvement in the capital adequacy ratio is 
justified, in view of the continuous demand of the 
regulatory authorities for capital funding of our 
operating units. The good return on equity is another 
factor that justifies the continuous capitalisation of 
income and expansion of the capital base. 

PERFORMANCE OF THE GROUP’S 
ENTITIES 

The Group's consolidated financial statements include 
the financial statements of Arab Bank Pic. Arab Bank 
{Switzerland; Ltd, a sisier company wholly owned by 
the shareholders of Arab Bank Pic, and the following 
wholly and majority owned subsidiaries: 

* Arab: Bank AG, Frankfurt, wholly owned 
subsidiary, 

* Arab Bank Australia Ltd, wholly owned 

subsidiary. 

* Arab Bank (Austria) AG, wholly owned 

subsidiary, 

* Arab Tunisian Bank, 64.24% owned. 

ARAB BANK PLC 

Arab Bank Pic was established in 1930. It is registered 
in Jordan as a public shareholding company. Arab Bank 
Pic is one of the principal financial institutions in the 
Arab world and ranks among the leading international 
banks in terms of equity, earnings, and assets. It is 
engaged in providing a wide variety of financial 
services, which include retail banking, private banking, 
trade financing, merchant banking, commercial real 
estate lending and international banking. 

Results of operations 

The increase of JD 10.0 million in net income after tax 
augmented the net income for the year to JD 80.5 
million compared to JD 703 million at the end of 1994, 
representing a growth rate of 14.2%. Revenue in 1995 
was generated from the following sources: 

in JD millions 


R evenue _ am0UDt * 

Net interest 203.8 174.8 29.0 16.6 

Commission 526 46.2 6.4 I3-.9 

^exchange 16.3 16.2 0.1 0.6 

Other revenue 9.6 17.9 183) (46.4 1 

Tot al 282.3 255.1 272 TOJ 

Total operating expenses reached JD 137.0 million, 

which represented an increase of JD 4.9 million or 3.7% 
over the 1994 figures. The following table depicts the 
changes in the main components of the operating 

expenses: ___ 

in JD millions 


Expenses 

Staff 

Information 

system 

Depreciation 
Other operating 
expenses 

Total 


1995- 

1994 

Variance 
amount % 

73.6 

673 

6.3 

9.4 

113 

10.9 

0.4 

3.7 

7.9 

63 

1.4 

21.5 

44.2 

47.4 

(3.2) 

(6.8) 

137-0 

132.1 

4.9 

3.7 


Financial position 

The shareholders' equity rose by JD 65.0 million to 
reach JD S52.Q million, a 13.3% increase over the figure 
of JD 487.0 million in 1994. The capital adequacy ratio 
for the bank at the end of 1995 was 13.76% compared to 
12.62% at the end of 1994. 

Customer deposits improved in 1995 to reach JD 5.797.3 
million from JD 5341.3 million in 1994. Total external 
funds including deposits from banks rose to JD 8,375.6 
million compared to JD 7,361.6 million in 1994, 
representing an improvement of JD 1,014.0 million or 
13.8%. Total assets increased by JD 1,1123 million or 
13-6%. A comparative analysis of Arab Bank assets in 
1995 and 1994 is presented below: 

in JD millions 

1995 1994 Variance 





amount 

% 

Cash and 
marketable 
securities 

5,399.2 

4.887.1 

512.1 

103 

Loans and 
advances 

3.711.1 

3,131.5 

579.6 

183... 

All other 
assets 

185.3 

J64.7 . 

‘ 20.6 

. :'123 


✓Total ' 9,295.6 

8,1833 1,1123 

* 133 

The following table contains a comparison of the bank’s 
main ratios measuring the development of its financial 
position and performance: i 


• 1995 
% 

1994 

% 

Liquidity ratios: 

.. Cash and quasi cash 
to total assets 

58.1 ‘ 

•59.7 

-Cash, and quasi cash 
to total external funds 

643 

66.4 

Equity ratios;;. - .. • 



Shareholders' equity 
to total assets 

5.9' ■ 

6 :0-- 

Capital adequacy 

13.76 

12.62 

Performance ratios: 

Net income 
to total assets 

0.9 • 

0.9 

Net income to 
shareholders’ equity 

14.6 

143 

Income per share 

JD 18.3 JD 16.0 


It is important to mention that the Jordanian legislators 
have amended the J985 tax law by the legislation (14) 
1995, effective 1 January 1996. The new amendment 
subjects financial institutions to a 35% income tax rate, 
which is higher than the 25% tax rate imposed on other 
industries. Furthermore, 20% of the income after tax of 
foreign branches of Jordanian companies will be added 
to the taxable Jordanian income. 

Other achievements 

During 1995, Arab bank continued its efforts to fulfil its 
mission in serving the communities where it operates. 
The management worked hard to further improve the 
bank’s efficiency and effectiveness in serving its 
customers and enhancing the shareholders' net worth. 
The bank has continued to expand in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Currently, eleven branches are operating and 
this number is expected to reach twenty in the near 
future. On 6 December 1995 the Chairman, Mr. 
Abdulroajeed Shorn an. signed in Frankfurt, Germany, a 
joint venture agreement for the establishment of Arab 
Palestine Investment Bank The capital of the new bank 
amounts to USS 15 million and is owned by Arab Bank 
Pic - 55%, International Finance Corporation (TFC) - 
25%, Deutsche Finanzierungsgesellscbaft fur 
Beteiligung in Entwicklungslandem (DEG) - 15%, and 
Enterprise Investment Corp. (EIC) - 5%. Furthermore, 
six new cash offices have been opened in Jordan as well 
as a new branch in Valencia, Spain, another in Cairo, 
Egypt, and an office in Cyprus. 

Improving the staffs technical and professional ability 
continued to dominate the bank's efforts. Enhanced and 
external training programmes were developed and 
utilised by a significant number of employees. The bank 
continued to employ the latest technology to improve its 
system and services. The automatic teller machines 
(ATMs) and phonebank services, which are attracting an 
increasing number of customers, expanded in many 
countries. Arab Bank head office and branches have 
obtained new systems for word processing, electronic 
mail, credit analysis and imaging. Communications have 
been enhanced by more branches joining SWIFT and the 
use of satellite links. The bank is planning to promote its 
services on Internet soon. 

ARAB BANK (SWITZERLAND) LTD. 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. was constituted as on 
independent Swiss company in 1962. Its head office is 
located in Zurich with a branch in Geneva. The bank’s 
shareholders are identical to those of Arab Bank Pic, The 
Bank offers comprehensive services in all major banking 
areas and combines the Swiss tradition in private 
banking with a global perspective. Switzerland's 
stability and confidentiality as well as the efficient and 
personal service provided by Arab Bank (Switzerland) 
Ltd. are the key factors in its continuous success. 


Performance in 1995 

The financial position as well as the results of operations 
were affected by the further weakening of ibe US dollar 
and the sharp decline of the Swiss franc interest rate. In 
spite of the material decline in the exchange value of the 
US dollar currency, the total assets decreased by only 
8.2% to Sfr. 1,343.4 million and fiduciary deposits 
dropped slightly from Sfr. 3,639.1 million to Sfr. 3,271.9 
million. The structure of sources and the utilisation of 
funds remained similar to those of 1994. 

Net income after tax improved to Sfr. 17.2 milli on from 
Sfr. 17.1 million in 1994. Commission income in the 
various currencies increased moderately yet, when 
convened into Swiss francs, it decreased from Sfr. 16.1 
milli on to Sfr. 14.7 million. Net interest income declined 
by 5.6% to Sfr. 253 million as a result of the significant 
reduction in the Swiss franc interest rate. On the other 
hand, total expenses were reduced by 5.2% as a result of 
the management’s constant efforts to centralise and 
monitor operating expenses. 

The Board of Directors proposed the distribution of 20% 

_ dividend without any change from 1994. 

ARAB BANK AUSTRALIA LIMITED 

Arab Bank Australia Li railed, a whoTJyjftVned subsidiary 

of Arab Bank Group, was est^Cshed iniAnsaalia^J^ti. 

The hank acquired a. full and - unrestricted ^banking-., 
authority from the Reserve.Bank of Australia in September, 
1994. The bank now provides a wide range of-banking 2 \ 
services for the large Arab community in AustraluCfn-- 
addition, the bank is actively involved in providing trade . . 
finance services and promoting trade between. Australia '.. ^ 
and the Middle East. ’ . ^ 

The bank had a successful year in 1905? Operating profit- 
before tax was AUD 1.0 million, compared jp * loss, of >. 
AUD 0.2 million for the previous year'The bank has 
consolidated its assets, totalling AUD 170.0 nuHioii, T", - 
Deposits and-other accounts total.'AUD riljLO- million.' ' 
With the banking authority, the bank has.-had ' y j£/ 
phenomenal 181% growth in oistomeL, deposits-^nd 
continues to diversify its funding*Jbase^Jr^fiaPbegun 
issuing its own bank accepted bills to a number of local 
fund managers. 

-During^T995. the bank moved its head office to 200 
George Street, Sydney, as additional space was required. 

Full banking services are now offered at head office. In 
addition. Arab Bank Australia Ltd. established a new 
branch at Rockdale, in suburban Sydney. It now has a 
network of five retail branches, with plans for its sixth 
branch by the first quarter of 1996.1995 also saw the bank 
join in a nationwide electronic network of 2,000 ATMs 
and 38,000-electronic point-of-sale terminals. 

ARAB BANK (AUSTRIA) AG 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG was established in February 1987 
in Vienna and started its operations in May the same year. 
Arab Bank (Austria) AG is an independent Austrian bank 
with an unrestricted licence to perform all banking 
activities. It provides a wide range of services to 
individuals, corporate and institutional clients, government 
agencies and other international financial institutions. 

In addition to providing Arab Bank Group customers with 
information on trade and investment opportunities in 
Eastern Europe, in 1995 the bank began to advise and 
confirm documentary credits in favour of beneficiaries in 
Eastern Europe and also assumed the risk of documentary 
credits issued by major East European banks. 

Compared to the previous year the bank's balance sheet 
expanded considerably, overall growth being 25%. Bank 
deposits increased to ATS 1.4 billion from ATS 806 
million, and total loans and discounted bills increased by 
79% to reach ATS 48.,9 million. 


ARAB BANK AG 

Arab Bank AG in Frankfurt, a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Arab Bank Group, was incorporated in December 1992. 
The bank started operations in April 1993 with a full 
commercial banking licence and the ability to provide 
branch banking within the European Union. Accordingly, 
Arab Bank AG expects to play a significant role in 
promoting Arab-European trade and economic cooperation. 
The bank provides its customers with a full range of 
banking services, including investments and treasury 
products. 

In 1995 the bank continued its growth in a highly 
competitive environment. For the fust time it succeeded in 
malting a small net profit of DEM 0.2 million, which is a 
marked improvement over the 1994 net loss of DEM 1.2 

milli on 

Total assets grew by DEM 50.8 milli on to DEM 471.7 
million. The total balance sheet including contra accounts 
rose to DEM 607.0 million, which is an increase of DEM 
52.3 million over 1994. The bank primarily offers its 
services to German corporations dealing with the Arab 
region: this includes companies in Eastern Germany which 
are trying to develop new export markets in the Middle 
East after the loss of their traditional markets in Eastern 
Europe. 

In addition, the bank is very active in money market and 
foreign exchange dealings with banks in Arab countries. 

In December 1995, the bank increased its capital funds by 
DEM 18.0 million as a silent partnership and by DEM 32.0 
million as a subordinated loan. Total capital funds of Arab 
'-.Bank AG now amount to DEM 100.0 million. This 
increase was necessary in order to meet the new German 
Banking Regulations which became effective on 31 
December 1995. Moreover, the bank acquired the 
ownership of Arab Bank (Austria) AG. Accordingly, as of 
-15 December 1995, Arab Bank (Austria) AG became a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Arab Bank AG. 

ARAB TUNISIAN BANK 

Arab Tunisian Bank is a leading private commercial bank 
and is playing a crucial role in the development of 
Tunisia’s national economy. 

The hank offers well-established local and international 
services through its 29-branch domestic network. In 
addition, it is vigorously developing an increasing number 
of affiliated companies for specialised activities, such as: 

- Leasing: Arab Tunisian Lease 

- Share trading: Arab Finance Company 

- IT Consulting: Informalque, Developpement et Etude 

- Investment: Arab Tunisian Invest 

- Company Organisation/Administration: Arab Tunisian 
Studies 

- Real estate: Societe Arabe de Realisation Immobiliere 

The steady expansion of Arab Tunisian Bank continued in 
1995. During the year the bank successfully realised a 
sharp increase in its share capital, from TND 10.0 million 
to TND 35.0 million. Arab Bank Group still holds the 
major stake. 

Die consistent growth in all major categories of the bank's 
balance sheet illustrates Arab Tunisian Bank's positive 
momentum. Total assets rose by 13.5% over 1994 to TND 
658.1 million and the loan portfolio grew by TND 52.1 
milli on, the bank's continuing efforts ro broaden iis 
funding base proved successful in 1995. 

As a result of its efforts, with a 13.7% increase in income 
after tax, which reached TND 63 million, the bank has 
gain produced higher returns for its shareholders. 

Finally, the Board of Directors would like to express its 
thanks and gratitude to the Group’s shareholders for their 
confidence, to the customers for their continued trust and 
support, and to the staff for their loyalty and dedication. 


The Board of Directors 


ARAB BANK FIX GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENDA 


The following are the items on the agenda of the General Assembly 

to be held on 29 March 1996: 

1. Presentation and adoption of the Minutes of the previous 65th meeting of the 
General Assembly. 

2. Presentation of the report of the Board of Directors for the year 1995 and 
outlook for 1996. 

3. Presentation of the Auditors’ Report on the financial statements of the Bank 
for the financial year 1995. 

4. Presentation and approval of the financial statements of the Bank for the year 
1995 and adoption of the recommendation of the Board of Directors to 
distribute a dividend for the year 1995 at the rate of'JD. 3.5 per share, being 
35% of the nominal value of J.D. 10 per share. 

5. Release of the members of the Board of Directors from liability for the year 
1995. 

6. Election of the Bank’s Auditors for the year 1996 and determination of their 
remuneration. 

7. Other issues. 
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V. 


ARAB BANK BRANCHES, SISTER, SUBSIDIARY 
AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


ARAB BANK PLC 
IORDAN 

General Management 

POBol 950544.950545 
Shmeixani 
Amman 11195 
Td. U07231.607115 
Fax. 606793, 606830 
TU. 23091 

King Faisal St^ Amman 
P.0. Box 8 & 68 
Amman 11118 
Tel. 638161-9 
Fax. 637082 
Tlx. 2123021260 

Muhajereen Office, 

Amman 
P.O. Box && 68 
Amman 11118 
Tel. 749371/2 
Fax. 749873 

Abdali, Amman 

P.O. Box 926607 
.Amman 11110 
Tel. 627271-3.614504 
Fax. 649305 
Tlx. 23416 

Abu A Ian da. Amman 

P.O Box 351 
Amman 11592 
Tel. 731451 .*2 
Fax. 732161 
Tlx. 23640 

Souk Al Khodar Ajadeed Office 
(Sahab) 

P.O.Box 351 Abu Alanda 
Tel. 737360.737363 
Fax.737365 

Khreibel El-Suq Office Amman 
P.O. Box 351. Abu Alanda 
Khrcihct B-Suq.Madaba Si 
Amman 11592 
Tel & Fax. 737650 

Fifth Circle. Amman 
P.O.Box 141107 &I4J 108 
■Amman 11814 
Tel. 696870-3 
Fax. r»6874 
Tlx. 23095 

Abdoun Office, Amman 
PO. Box 141107/8 
Amman 11814 
Tel 862030/1 
Fax, 862032 

Mecca Street Office. Amman 

P.O.Box 141108 

Ammon 11814 

Tel. 816524 

Fax. 815691 

Suwaifeyyn Office. Amman 

P.O. Box 141108 

Amman 11814 

Tel. 817146 

Fax 815669 

Gardens, Amman 
P.O Box 720 TIa Al-Ali 
.Amman 11953 
Wasfi Al- Tal Si. 

Tel. 6S692168658I 
Fax. MO*;* 

Tlx 23602 

Jabal Amman, Amman 

PO. Box 2711 

Amman II182 

Abu Na'tneh Budding 

Near Zohnui Police 

Tel 629479.629835.629821 

Fax. 655812 

Tlx. 23793 

Intercontinental Hold 
Office, Amman 

PO. Box 2711 
Amman 11182 
Tel 644134 
Fax. 640106 

Rainbow Street Office, 

Amman 

PO Box 2711 Jabal Amman 
Ammon 11182 
Tel. 613715/6 
Fax. 613717 

Wadi Saqra Street Office. 
Amman 

r O.Bnx 2711 Jabal Amman 
Amnun IJIS2 
Tel M7JM/2 
Fax 617X65 

Jabal Hussein. Amman 
P.O Box S34K 
Amman 11121 
KhalcJ Ben Alualccd *t 
Tel. 6JIC37. 614247 
Fax. 649337 
Tlx. 21154 

Ai Hussein Camp Office, 
.Amman 

PO.B-x S34SJabal Hu**in 
Alamloh Si. 

Amman (1121 
Tel. 61480 P/2 
Pax 6I4SW3 

AI Nuzha Office. Amman 
P.O Box S34KJabal Hiwscin 
Amman II121 
Nu.'Hj Si. 

Tel 687046/6 
Fax. I.S79J7 

Kins Hussein’s Sports City 
Office. Amman 

P.O.Box s.UfJahal Huuein 
Amman 11121 
Tel 687051/2 
Fix 687953 

Tareq Municipality Office. 
Amman 

P.O. Box 8348. Jabal Huxxcin 

Ammon 11121 

Tarcq Si 

Tel 6*54121/2 

Fax. 602143 

Jabal Luwcibdeh. Amman 

P.O Box 9105 

Amman 11191 

Tel. 638673.640295 

Fax. 640296 

Tlx. 21554 

Akjubeiha. Amman 
P O Box 15 Juhciha 
Amman 11941 
The Unixcntiv of Ionian st. 

Tel. 8321 SO.S48541.847047 
Fax. 8321 SI 
Tlx. 21639 

Mahatla Street. Amman 

P.O. Box 60tW 

Amman ill IS 

Tel. 651375-7 

Fax. 651773 

Tlx. 21463 


Wadi AL Nasr Office 
P.O.Box 6904 
Mahons it 118 
Tel. 757101 
Fax. 651773 

Jabal Atnasr Office, Amman 

P.O. Box 6904 

Amman II118 

Ibn Alimad Ai-Kanbli Si. 

Tel. 888272/3 
Fax. 888274 

Jabal Al-Taj Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 6904 
Amman 11118 
Jabal Al-Taj. Taj Main Si. 

TeL 75fi806/7 
Fax. 750808 

North Hasbimi Office. Amman 
P.O. Box WM 
Amman 1IIIX 
Tel. 888161/2 
Fax. 888163 

Marka. Amman 
P.O. Box 15450 
Amman 11134 
Tel. 891008/9.830283/4 
Fax. 886570 
Tlx. 21080 

Marka Office Amman 
P.O.Box 15450 
King Abdallah Street 
Marka 11134 
Tel. 874491-2 
Fax. 874493 

Hitteen Camp Office 
(Schnilier) 

P.O. Box 15450 
King Hussein Sum 
Amman 11134 
Tel. 885533.8962S0 
Fax. S9b280 

Shmeisani, Amman 
P O. Box. 950546 
Amman 11195 
Tel. 607231.607115 
Fax 670564 
Tlx. 23093/4 

Queen Alia Airport Office 

P.O. Box 950546 
Amman 11195 
Tel. 512134.51-07 
Fax. 51204 

Suweileh, Amman 
P.O. Box 175 
Amman J19I0 
Tel. 841626.831767 
Fax. 831105 
Tlx. 23987 

Qoraysh Street. Amman 
P.O.Box 6760 
Amman 111 IS 
Tel. 651234 
Fax. 654 14| 

Tlx. 21804 

Al-Baq’a Office 
P.O Box 146 
Al-Baq'a Camp 
AI-Baq'a 19381 
Al-Quds Strict v Bldg. 

Tel* Fax 725742 
Tlx. 23987 

Applied Sciences University 
Office 

P.O. Box 175. Suweileh 
Shafa Badran 
Amman 119 in 
Tel. 842213 
Fax. 841501 

Fuhris Office, Fuhtis 
Fuhcix-Mahcx Circle 
PO Box 55. Shubak AI-AIali 
FuheU 19153 
Tel 720658/9 
Fax 720741 

Khalda Office. Amman 

Wa5.fi Tal Si. i KhaMal 
PO. Box 175. Suweileh 
Amman IJ9|0 
Tet. 8.W651/2 
Fax. 83065.1 

W adi Seer. Amman 
PO Box 140025 
Amman UJ<|4 
Tel. 810311/2 
Fax. X25o7! 

Tlx 23968 

Al IsnT University Office 
P.O Box 140025 
Bax adcr Wadi Seer 
Queen Alia Inti Airport Rd 
Amman 11814 
Tel. 591556 
Fax. 591557 

Wadi Seer Industrial Area 
Office. Amman 

P.O. Box 140025 
Ba> Oder Wadi Seer 
Amman I J8|4 
Tel. 862603/4 
Fax. 82742b 

Jordan University for 
Women Office. Amman 

P.O. Box 140025. 

Bax adcr Wadi Seer 
Amman l(K|4 
Tel 7|2«S|/2 
Fax. 712RS3 

Marj Al-Hamam Office. 

Amman 

P.O. Box 140025. 

Bax oderWadi Seer 
Amman 11814 
Mail Al-Hamam Square 
Tel. 71486) 

Fax. 712751 

Wahdat, Amman 
P.O Box 16067 & 620945 
AdMUfl 11)52 
Souk Alkodar Ahnarkazi St. 

Tel. 771122/3. 782123 
Fax. 74J572 
Tlx. 2I824 

Muqableln Office 

PO. 16H67 
Wahdai 11152 
Tel. 771122 
Fax. 744572 

Al Ashrafieh Office, Amman 
PO. Box 16067 
.Ammon 11152 
Td. 746SVI.-2 
Fix. 746893 

Madaba Street Office, 

Amman 
P.O Box 16067 
Amman 11152 
Tel. 746801,5 
Fax. 746817 


Ras Ai Ain Office. Amman 

P.O-Bnx 16067 
Amman I f 152 
Tel 746791/2 
Fax. 746793 

Yannouk Street Office, 

Amman 

P.O. Box 16067 

Amman 11152 

Tel. 748771/2 

Fax. 748773 

Aqaba 
P O. Box 37 
Aqaba 77110 
Assouk Attijari Sl 
T eL 313545-7 
Fax. 313447 
Tlx. 62329 

Irbid 

P.O. Box 16 

Irbid 21 j|0 

Kinc Abdulla Square 

Tel. 242251/2.244513 

Fax. 277596 

Tlx 51539 

AIHusn Office 
P.O. Box 16 
Wasfi Al Tal St. 

Irbid 21 HO 
Tel. & Fax. 210701 

Eidoiin Office, Irbid 
P.O. Box 16 
Irbid 21110 
Shafiq IrsbeidaiSt. 

TeL 278145/6 
Fax. 278147 

Falastin St Office, Irbid 
P.O. Box 16 
Irbid 21110 
Tel. 279496/7 
Fax.2TM9S 

Hakama Office, Irbid 

P.O. Box 16. 

fatal 21 no 

Tel. 27X140/1 
Fax 27SI42 

Ramtha Office. Ramtha 

P.O. Box lb 
Irbid 21 HO 
Nasser Al-Tallaq St 
Tel. 282761/2 
Fax. & TeL 282763 

Jerash 

P.O. Box 109 
Jerash 26110 
Tel 451583/5 
Fax. 452685 
Tlx. 54502 

A jloun Office, Ajloun 
P.O. Box 168 
Ajloun 26810 
Tel. 462750 

Karak 

P.O. Box 94 
Karak 6|| 10 
Td 351253/4.35346! 

Fax. 553462 
Tlx. 63001 

Ma’an 
P O Box 135 
Ma'an 71111 
TeL 331740/2 
Fax. 332569 

Madaba 

F.O Box 5S6 
Palestine Afreet 
Madaba PIJO 
Tel 545576/7 
Fax. 54178? 

Madaba Office 

PO. Box. 5*6 
Hashimi Stree; 

Madaba ITlin 
Tol. 54*917 
Fax. 54178? 

Mafraq 
PO. B-.X 2°6 
Mafraq 25116 
Tc!. 4316-1“ 431517 
Fax 432895 
Tlx 5350* 

Russeifa 
PO. Box?M 
Rusvtfj 15710 
TeL 95ilM.9?l6bl 
Fax. 95J662 
Tlx. X!5C»4 

Awajan office. Rosselfa 

P.O Box 351 

Ru'wrij * .-710 

Man S: Awapa lunciion 

Tc! 902474 

Fax. •'02475 

Yajouz Office. Russeifa 

P.O Bov 551 
Jjba! Shjtnali 
Yajnrr Street 
Russotj i 37 III 
Tc! 952S14.5 

Fax. 952619 

Sahab < Industrial Cityt 

P.O. Bc-x. 4 

Sahab (1512 

Tel 722ICO “22763 

Fax. 722762 

Tlx. 23726 

Salt 

P.O. Box 65S 
Sail 19110 
Tel 5549X57 
Fax. 553247 

Deir Alla 

P.O Box I?S 

Dear Alb 1 x 210 
Tet. 573137/8 

Fav 5731S4 

TaGIeb 

PO Box Id? 

King Hnen Sow 
Tafileh 661 lt> 

Td 54*534/5 
Fax. 34*536 

Wadi Musa Office 

PO Box 50 
Wjih Muvs 7I3U1 
Td 336SI.12Q 
Fat 336804 

Petra Office. Petra 

P.O Box 50 

Petra City. Vi gors' Center 
Wadi Mesa 71SS0 
Td. 33643V6 
Fax. & Td 3.16438 


Zarqa 
P.O. Box 145 
King Hussein Si 
Zarqa 13110. 

Tel. 9R3381/2 
Fax. 994522 
Tlx. 41421 

AI Hussein District Office. 
Zarqa 

P.O. Box 145 
Zarqa 13110 
Bab Alwaad Sl 
S ukhnehJuncuun 
Tel. 996191/2 
Fax. 996193 

Cbuweirieb Office. Zarqa 

P.O. Box 145 

Zarqa 13110 

King Ghozi St 

Tel. 997481/2 

Fax. 99748? 

KingTalal SL Office. Zarqa 

P.O. Box 145 

Zarqa 13110 

Tel 900940/1 

Fax. 900942 

Taybit Za m an Office 
P.O.Box 50 
W'adi Musa 71810 
TeL 339)2? 

Fax. 339125 

BAHRAIN 

Offshore Banking Unit, 
Manama 

P O. Box SI3 

Government Sl Manama Center 
Tel 212255.22630? 

Fax 224475 
Tlx 0559.8658 

Manama 

PO. Box 395 
Government St. 

TeL 229988 
Fax. 21W43 .211170 
Tlx 8232.8264 

Qudaibiva 

P.O. Box 2425 

Shaikh hsu Al-KhabirSl. 

Al-Mousa Building. Manama 

TeL 258438 

Fax. 271266 

Tlx. 7173 

Mufaarraq 

P.O. Box 22295 
Shaikh Hamad Si. 

Ivsa Al-Hadi Building 
No. 255 
Tel. 343655 
Fax 343584 

CHINA 

Bejing Representative Office 

5-01 A. Cmc Building 
19-JionguoMcnwai Dajic 
TeL 5002255 Exl 3510 
Fax 5003275 

TU 22739 

CYPRUS 

Area Office. Nicosia 
P.O Box 5700 
28 Sanuiura Avenue 
l. ; 93 Nicosia 
Tel. 457111 
Fax. 45780H 

Tlx. 57I7.4S25 /Dealing Room) 

Nicosia 
P.O Box 5650 
28 Samanva Avenue 
1311 Nil ir-i j 
T el 457111 
Fax. 367741 
Tlx. 5**66 

Larnaca 

P.O Box 855 

I ** Oregon- AfxemuHi Avenue 
6307 Lam ora 
Tel 6252* m 
tax. 625/A" 

Tlx 547ii 

Limassol 

P.O.Box ;*4." 

Pi*/ A. Aithhvshi'p 
Malxinv III Avenue 
33n? Lima-sol 
Tel. *6|67k 
Fax 151642 
Tlx. 5»32 

Paphos 

F.O Box 540 
23. Si Pauls Avenue 
Slut tapfip‘ 

TeL 24336? 

Fjx 244*11 h 
Tlx. 43S7 

EGYPT 

ELMobaodcsscen. Cairo 

P O Bo* (at. 

El-Mohamlcv-ecn 
50 Ja/irai FI Arab Sl 
T el. 30244 iT-*/ 

Fax. 31129965 
Tlx 21433.21U33 

Cairo 

PO. Bnn ZtfK, 

28 Tnl.it Harb Si. 

Tel 5746X9*1.5746218. 71.7296 
Fax 5746165 
Tlx 2 54/11.22963. 23252 
* Dealing Room I 

Heliopolis. Cairn 

P O.. B»*x 2352 Hmrva P*«U 
49 Remit Street 
Td. 4173611/4 

Fax 29/r/Wl 
Tlx. 9X453.9?456 

10th of Ramadam 

BJrxk 4. Gate Ni». 1 
t'.Wi id Ramadan City 
Al-Sharkia • Fgyri 
Tel 367014/5 363OI3 
Fax. .36761 »• 

Tlx. 23712 

Alexandria 

P.O. Box 2485 
21 Tala't Hath St. 

Td 4X26857.4X268511 
Fax. 4S20558 
Tlx 55232. 55111 

FRANCE 

Paris 

P.O Bm 319 

75?fi5 PafixCedcxIW 

26 Axe. dcs Champs tlv-sces 

7VVI5 Pans 

TeL 45*v|«>Jli 

Fav 42K9097X 

Tlx. 642*4? 


Cannes 

45/47 La Cruischc 
(/frJOO Cannes 
Tel. 380101 
Fax. 995933 
Tlx. 642443 

GREECE 

Athens 

P.O. Box 30357 

IQSiodiou Sl 

GR10033 Athens 

Tel. 3255401-10.3155515 

■ Dealing Rnomj 

Fax. 3255519 

TLx. 219922.219538 

221584 1 Dealing Room) 

ITALY 

Rome 

P.O. Box 745 
Piazza Vencria N. 14 
00187 Rome 
Tel. 69940479 
Fax. 6795601 

Tlx. 624161, 624160(Dealing Room 

KOREA 

Seoul 

C.P.O. Box 1331 
Daewoo Center Bldg. 

541.5-Ka. Namdocmoon-ro 
Chung-Ku. Seoul 
Tci. 7570024 
Fav. 75711124 

Tlx. 34180.29848 (DealingRoom) 

LEBANON 

Beirut 

P.O. Box 11-1015 

Tel. 643411-4.64.3670-2-4.646890- 
Fax. 868130.602408 
Tlx. 20789. 22282. 20064 

Dora. Beirut 

P.O. Box 80640 

Bourj Hammoud 

TeJ 582214.582227. 58240R/9 

Fax. 582408/9 Exl. 220 

Tlx 4.3hO|/2 

Mazra'a. Beirut 
P.O. Box 11- 1525 
Cnniichc Al Mazra'a 
Td. X1X164/7/K.XI8I70 
Fax. 818169 
Tlx. 22949.40473 

Ras BciruL Beriut 

P.O. Box 11-5187 
Makikssi Sl Homra- Ras Beirut 
Tel. S6356W9.814874. 3484K4-6 
Fax. 341685 
Tlx. 44508. 22807 

Verdun. Beirut 
P.O. Box 14-5285 
Rashid Karami St. -Vcnlun 
TeL 8100/15. 802653. K07X85. 

860474/5, 86K73W9 
Fax. 860651 
Tlv 22893.43656/7 

Cb tours 

P.O. Box I99yableli 
Dahcr Centre Main Road 
TeL 842402.842415 
Fax 842415 
Tlx. 207K9.22282 

Saida 

P.O Box 199 

Riad Solh Siam. Saida Cent/e 
Tel. 725923. 721482.722072 
Fax. 721482 
Tlx 47161 

Tripoli 

P.O Box 379 
Tall Si. Tall 

Td 4.3*11 1 1. 3 , 43111 20-4.624122 
Fax 433113.3.604139 
Tlx 41*)2n. 46315 

Zahrcih. Tripoli 
P O Box 379 
Al lMiklal St 
Tel 6|6X5«L.7 .602383 

Mina, Tripoli 
PO B.-x 37*3 
MinaSi. 

Tel 028001. 6009K2.602364 
PALESTINE 

Ramallah 

Krpti hviI Management 
P.O Box 1476 
Ranullnh -West Bonk 
Tel 9Q54SI6-21 
tax 9*154815 

Ramalluh 

P.O (lux 1487 
Marurj Square 
Ramallah -Wcxt Hank 
Tel. *1954822-3 
Fax 9**54X24 

Jenin 

P.O Box 2m 
Abu Uakr Street 
Jenm Wcsi Hank 
Tel. 4?i,2S(Vh 
Fax 43628* 

Qalqiliah 
P O.Box 111 

Adbul Rolwem Al«hca 1 Slnxi 
Qalqiliah - West Bank 
Tel. ‘*42716 
Fax. 942718 

Tulkarm 

PO Box 270 
King Ha*.vein Street 
Tulkann - We»i Bank 
Tfl 676630-1 
Fax 676638 

Bethlehem 
PO Box 537 
Manger St. 

BnhJrhcro ■ Wcm Bank 
TeL 6470080-7 
Fax W700S8 

Nablus 
PO Box 38 
Al-Huxxnn Cirele 
Nabluv - Wcxt Book 
Tel 3823VU?lit 122 
Fax. .181151 

Jericho 
*Ja i r H iv ham Sl 
PO Box I?: 
ienetm - We»t Bunk 
Td. 92131017 
Fax. 9921318-9 

Hcbmn 

P.O Bo««ll 
Hchtrm - West Bank 
Tel. 9*>2fJ10~l 
fax. W2WI8 


Gaza 

P.O. Box 9( 

Omar A)- Mukhor Si. 

Gxa ■ Gozj Snip 
Tel. 866288 
Fax. 820704 

Alrimal - Gaza 
P.O.Box 1158 
Alrimal - Gara 
Gaza Smp 
Td. 824739 
Fax. 824719 

QATAR 

Doha 

P.O. Box 1 72 
01 AM Bin Abdulla Sl 
T eL 4.37979 
Fax. 410774 
Tlx. 4202.4752 

Alsndd Su Doha 
P.O. Bvix 3058 
TeL 426555-9.426560 
Fax. 447218 
Tlx. 4480 

SINGAPORE 

Singapore 
SO Raffles Place 
HEX 32-20 UOB Plaza 2 
Stngapvire 1)104 
Tel. 5330055 
Fax. 5322150 
TU. 22955/6 

SPAIN 

Madrid 

Pasco dc la Car.tclluiia. 31-5 
28046 Madrid 
Tel. 3084290 
Fax. 3086484 .3086482 
Ttx. 44004 

Marbetln Office 

Avda Ramon y Cajai No.l7.L.8 
Bdificio ZHA 
29600 Marbcl I a-Malaga 
Tel. 2826688 
Fax. 2824605 

Valencia 
c/Cdvui 13 
46004 Valencia 
Tel. 3513777 
Fax. 3512980 
Tlx. 63006 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

Abu Dhabi 

P.O. Box 875 

Hamoudah Building. Khalifa Sl. 

Td. 3.34111 

Fax. 336433.217684 

TU. 22257.24195 

Alain 

P.O Box 1212 

Planning St. Clods Tower 

Smxd Sul 1 on Al Darmaki Bldg. 

Td. 641328.641368 
Fax. 60491.7 
Tlx. 33522 

Ajman 
PO Box 17 

Shaikh Raxhid Alnaimi Sl. 

Td. 422431 
Fax 42687J 
Tlx 6*1047 

Ittihad Street. Dubai 

PO.llox. 11364 

Td. 228845 

Fax. 2X5974 

Tlx 4/il26.47402 

Deirn 

PO Box 1650 

Salah Fddinc Alayyuhi St. 

Tel 221231 
la« 21374*1 
TU. 45442 

Fujairah 
P.O. Box 300 
Shaikh /jved St. 

Tel 222050 
Fax 224024 
TJx 8'xisj 

Ras Alkhalmah 

P CI. Box 4972 
Oman Sl. Nnkhctl 
Tel 2284.37/S 
Fax. 2221.37 
Tlx 99152 

Sharjah 
PO.Box 130 
ALuitiK/ha St. 

Tel. 35.3994/5 
Fax 357182 
Tlx. 0H223 

UNITED KINGDOM 

City Branch. London 
P.O. Box 138 
15 Mourgaic 
Ltmdon HC2R 6LF 

Td 31585*10.315X700 1 Dealing Room > 
3158600 1 Vita Centre! 

Fax. 60/17620.61X186201 Viva Centre 1. 
6002617 tPnvaie HanVing) 

TU 58711(1.8871 l*l. HH442‘* 
t Dealing Room) 884.359 
iDcahog RiHmO 

Kensington High Street. 

London 

P.O. »«x 15 3 

1 18 Kensington High Street 
London W| 7SD 
Td 0.373M7-9 
FaV '/.37SN6 
Tlv R93RK9 

Park Lane. London 
E‘.0. B*ix 4NH 
131 PwkUne 
lamdon WIY 3AD 
TeL 408l5fl5 
Fax 3554350 
77*. 248 IH 

UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA 

New York. 

P,0 Bnx 5377 
Zip Code (111511 
520 Modlvon Avenue 
New Yurts. NY 11*122-4217 
Tci 71597<W 

Fax 39.w»32 (Creilil Dept i. 

2233175 1 Operations 1 
Tlx 177365.177371.100^1: R WW1 , 
27X770 


YXMEN REPUBLIC 
Sana'a 

P O. Bos 475 5c 1301 
Zuhain Road 
Td. 276585-93 
Fax. 276583 
Tlx. 2641.2239 

Aden 

P.O. Box 5l3tUWaI/a-Aden 
Madram Street 
Td. 242099.240043 
Fax. 242098 
Tlx. 6.199 

Hodrida 
P.O. Box 3812 
Sana'a Sl 

Td. 239166/7. 239968 /Credit 
Facilities DcpL) 

Fax. 211557 
TU. 5523.5690 

Taiz 

P.O Box 5234 
Jamal Abdul Nasxr Sl. 

Td. 23I52.VS 
Fax. 212347 
Tlx. 8911.8977 

SISTER. SUBSIDIARY AND 
ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 

ARAB BANK 
(SWITZERLAND) LTD. 

Zurich 
P. 0. Box 5281 
Limmolquai 92 
CH - 8022 Zurich 
Td. 2o57111 
Fax. 2657330 
Tlx. 812279.813164 

Geneva 
P.O. Box 1096 
I. quai <lu Mnm-Bbnc 
CII-I211 Geneva I 
Td. 7151211 
Fax. 7322460 
Tlx. 412370 

ARAB BANK AUSTRALIA LTD. 

Sydney Main Office, 

P.O.Box N 645 
200 Goirgc Street 
Level 9 

Svdncy NSW 2000 
Tel. 3778900 
Fnx. 22IM28 
TU. 120520.27347 
(DealingRfoml 

Bankslown Brandt. Sydney 
RcmwcII Plaza 

Comer of Revtw ell & South Terrace 
BankMown NSW 2000 
Td. 7073755 
Fax. 7906943 . 

Tlv 120520 ' • 

Cumpsie Branch. Sydney 

206 BcamUh St. 

Campvie NSW 2194 
Td. 7872133 
Fax. 7180594 
Tlx. I2U52U 

Rockdale Branch. Sydney 

506 Rimes Highway 

Ruck dole NSW 2216 

Tel. 5871122 

Fax. 59777*19 

TU. 120520 

Paramatta Branch. Sydney 

42 Macquarie St. 

Parramaita NSW2000 
Tel. 8937633 
Fax. 8'»37.*30 
Tlx. 120520 

ARAB BANK (AUSTRIA) AG 

Vienna 

P.O Bxx inn 

Seilers uric 11 

A - 11115 Vienna 

TeL 5134240. 5134900/Dealing 

Rmrtil 

Fax. 51 .UZOOM 

TU J.3'3[3. l?37fi2/Dealmg Rmira* 

AR/VR BANK AG 

Frankfurt 

PO Box 1»*1I27 

Neuc Main/cr Snawc 57 

D-onotll i-nuiklurl am Main 

Td. 242<*JO 

Fjx. 2?547| 

Tlv. 4J42J9 

FINANCE ACCOUNTANCY 

MOHASSABA S-\. 

Geneva 
P *7. Box 15/lft 
2. me Fholbcrc 
Cff-1211 Geneva 1 
TeL 73ZNJI3.732/KjOh. 

Fax. 7 ?k7:2*i 
T lx. 4 1 2489 

ARAB TUNISIAN BANK 

General Management. TunU 

P.O Bov 520 

9 me. Harti Nwura 

Tunis RP irun 

Tci 351155 

Fax 349278 

Tlv 15293. 13*165.142*i5 

Major Branches: 

Tunis. Main Braanch 

PO Box. 520 

■* Rue Had* Nouira 

l umx l/MO 

Td. 351155 

Fax. 347270 

Tlv 131165 

El-Jazira 
PO. Bnx 520 
21. me FJ-lazira 
m»fflTunwRP 

Tel 34*«2i». .34X'>90.258X41 
Fax. 351057 
Tlx. 15293 

Mohammed V 
10. AVCIKU MiAainmcd V 

HUH Tumv 

Td. 346501.348/(05. 349602 
Fax. 347308 
n .x 13065 

Sfu 

49. avenue Hnhih Uoureuibj 

3000 Max 

Td. 251U.25142 

Fax. 229211 

TTx. 40737 


OMAN ARAB BANK Sjk.O, 
Head Office and Ruwi 

Main Branch 
P.O. Box 2010. Ruwi 
MBD Area Postal Code No. 112 
Ruwi 

Tel. 706265/6.706277.700161/2 
Fax. 797736.702792 (Dealing 
Room 1 

Tlx. 3691. 3285.3623 /Eteaiiag 
Room) 

Albostan Palace Hotel 
Office. Ruwi 
P.O. Box 2010 
112 Ruwi 
Td 736314 
tax. 799600 

Al- Qurum Branch, Ruwi 
P.O.Box. 1565 
112 Ruwi 
Td. 560912 
tax. 566145 

AL Buraimi Branch 
P.OJfcix. 58 
512 Buraimi 
TeL 65358- 
Fax. 653588 

Khowair 
PO. Box 2010 
112 Ruwi 

Td. 603455.603520 
Fax. 602948 
Tlv. 5076 

Multrah 

P.O. Box 169 

112 Ruwi 
TeL 7i4379 
Fax. 714378 
Tlx. 3623 

Muscat 

P.O. Bnx 991 

113 Muscat 

Td 736S34.736246 
Fax. 736803 
Tlx. 3285 

Al- Sccb Branch 
P.O.Box. 189 
121 Sceh 
Tel. 625580 
Fax. 625581 

Salalah 

P.O. Box 891 .Muscat 
211 Salalah 
Td. 292005 
Fax. 295005 
Tlx. 7661 

Sohar 

P.O. Box 629 Muscat 
311 Sohar 

TeL 842376.842378 
fax. 842377 

ARAB BANK MAROC 

General Management. 
Casablanca 
P.O.Box 13810 
174. boulevard Mohamcd V. 

Tel. 223151 275912 
Fax. 200233.275823 
Tlx. 2294113696 

Al Fida Avenue, Casablanca 
P.O. Banx 4548 
466. boulevard El-Fida 
Tel. 28R501 

Fes 

P.O. Box 2255 

57, taulcvanl Mohamcd SUinui 
Td. 621803.62I50S 
Fav 62IS36 
Tlx. 517S4 

Marrakech 

PO. Box 693.Gucliz 
Place dc la Libene 
BovJevjrd Miwlj 
Al-Hasson-Gud iz 
TeL 4.34400.433105 
Fax 431418 
Tlx 72775 

Rabat 

P.O. Box 440 

2. a’-enue Alla! Ben Atxldlah 
Td. 726314.726319.726327 
Fix. 738162 
Tlx. 36032 

Tanjah 

PO Ri.x/iM. 

43.6oulcvanJ Mi'4uminc«l 5th 
Td. 940/413.940710 
f*a» 94/1774 
Tlx 33015 

ARAB NATIONAL BANK 

Genera) Management. 

Riyadh 
PO. Box 56921 
King Faisal St. 

North Murabha 
Riyadh 115M 
Tel. 4/(290(10 
Fax. 4027747 
Tlx. 4026/4/ 

Al-SUtecn. Riyadh 

P.O. Bax 41095 
Riyadh 11521 
Td 4771885//. 
tax 477 1 U27 
Tlx 40266X 

Riyadh 

P.O. Bov 26 
B.tUu St. 

Riyadh I14[| 

Tci & Fax 4024H1 

Tlx. 401026 

Ol-Khobar 

P.O Box 37 
Al-Khobar 31952 

Tel. 8948660 
Fax. 8942752 
Tlx. K71X153 

Dammam 

PO Box 18 

King Sl 

Uimmain 31411 

Td. 8313440.83333r 

Fax. 8337829 

Tlx. 85257(1 

Medina Road. Jeddah 

PO. Box94(,? 

Jeddah 2141? 

Td 6(4X1272 
Fax 6650202 
Tlx 603455 


ARAB BANK. GENERAL MANAGEMENT, SHMEISANL AMMAN, P.O.BOX 950544-5.TEL: 607115,607231. TELEX : 23091 ARABNK JO, FAX: (962) (6) 606793 
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Leadership training program in US 

Impressions of a 
Jordanian participant 


? By Manal Abu Aisheh-EI-Sharif 

A WOMEN training course, whicb was 
fluently held In the United States, pro¬ 
dded Arab women participants with lead- 
jersfnp skills In development education, 
.'ifThe course was organized by the US 
Information Agency together with the 
.Rcbcatioii Development Center and The 
.Women's Center in Washington DC. 
j^Ten women from Jordan, Egypt and 
.Syria took part. The professional partiri- 
Jgpis have bad educational, information, 
. -legal and economic backgrounds. 

"?~The program offered this select group 
% chance to be acquainted with the oper¬ 
ational, means of the resource centers and 
otter agencies which are engaged in 
#omen services in the US. The program 
also sought to familiarize these women 
triib management approaches and ser¬ 
vices delivery by non-profit organizations 
to identify the characteristics of 
female leadership and voluntary services 
rijrough the NGO’s. 

iTbe Education Development Center. 
-Inc. (EDC) is a 37-year-old non-profit 
eggamzacion with over 30 years of interna¬ 
tional experience in strengthening educa¬ 
tion and human resource organizations in 
tSMlddle East. 

.•;Tbe center made numerous contribu- 
ffons in developing the capabilities of 
Wjiinen in the world, including the Middle 
JBasi It helped establish women technical 
joining institutes in Algeria, assisted in a 
career development center and a univer- 
zSiiy.ih Saudi Arabia, conducted training 
programs for the Tunisian Institute of 
fflil d Health, worked with the newly 
established Egyptian National Center for 
Curriculum Development to revise ail 
Materials for the country’s elementary and 
Secondary education system, and helped 
iffe Yemen's Ministry of Education to 
■restructure primary education and improve 
jil teacher training capacity. 

*£Tbe participants met with Ms Made- 
Jaue Kunin, deputy secretary of education 
who gave a lecture on What Can Women 


do for Themselves. Ms Kunin was the first 
woman to become governor of the State of 
Vermont. From that post she made access 
to programs in early childhood education, 
and is now a ’’major player" in national 
educational reform efforts. 

In her lecture, Ms Kunin pointed to the 
need for cooperation among women acti¬ 
vists to support women to establish their 
careers. She added that it was vital to 
highlight the role of outstanding women, 
with a view to generalizing their 
experiences. 

A panel session was held to overview 
the changing status of women in the US 
today and Lhe new resources and pro¬ 
grams that evolved in response to their 
changing needs. Participants in the panel 
included Ms. Judith 0. Mueller, Executive 
Director of The Women’s Center in 
Vienna, Virginia. Ms Marie Sande, Cali¬ 
fornia Coordinator, Non-Traditional 
Employment and Training Wider Oppor¬ 
tunities for Women (WOW) and Ms Bar¬ 
bra Newland, President of Newland Man¬ 
agement Consulting Services in Maryland. 

The discussion centered on gains 
achieved by American women in society, 
and their active contribution in ail fields. 
Among other things, women's responsible 
post in finance, profession administration, 
besides keeping a family were underlined. 
This transformation in the role of women 
was not easy as it produced new concepts 
that were not known previously. 

Ms. Marie Sande said tiiat women's 
professional training was very important, 
especially in performing untraditional 
vocations, that would enable them to com¬ 
pete and gain advantages identical to those 
of men. She stressed the relationship 
between poverty and the lower standard of 
education, among women in particular. 

Another session was devoted to the role 
of advocacy groups in enhancing 
women’s participation in the soda! devel¬ 
opment of society. Speakers included Ms. 
Whitney Redding of The Women’s Cen¬ 
ter. Ms Suzan Stokes of Business and Pro¬ 
fessional Women-USA, Ms Laura Efurd 
from the Office of Congresswomen Patsy 




'■w- 


fhe writer (right) with Judith Mueller and Dr Samira Harfoush Hradsky 


Women participants in the program 

T. Mink (D-Hawaii), Ms. Ellen, president. 
Northern Virginia Chapter National Coali¬ 
tion of 100 Black Women Inc., and Ms. 
Ammy Siegel, Junior League of Washing¬ 
ton and Chair, Board of Directors, of the 
Women's Center. 

Speakers stressed the importance of the 
efforts of the advocacy groups to increase 
the awareness of legislative councils' 
members to women issues, and to search 
for solutions. Otherwise, misunderstand¬ 
ings may incur about women's issues 
among legislative members stemming 
from their unawareness of the priority 
issues and the best methods of treating 
them. 

The program also included a discussion 
panel about (Women and the law). U con¬ 
centrated on the legal status of women in 
the US. and on issues of inheritance, 
access to employment, health and safety. 

Distinguished women lawyers partici¬ 
pated in this session, like: Ms. Susanna 
Bauuch, Policy Council from Women’s 
Legal Defense Fund, Ms. Marcia Green 
berger. Co-President of National 
Women’s Law Center and Ms. Pamela 
Coukas, Staff Attorney of National Organ¬ 
ization of Women legal Defense and Edu¬ 
cation Fund. 

Dr Samira Harfoush Hradsky, director 
of EDC Middle Eastern Programs empha¬ 
sized the importance and power of edu¬ 
cation for women. With education 
empowerment women can have work, 
self- confidence, access to information, 
and can become more economically inde¬ 
pendent. She said the best way to achieve 
the above is by collaborating, helping and 
supporting each other, and by caring, and 
having good intuition. 

The discussion touched on the varia¬ 
tions introduced to the .American laws in 
relation to the articles of the American law 
which is unfair to the rights of women. 
These variations came about through 
action and persistence of the electoral con¬ 
stituencies of the legislators. The discus¬ 
sion also centered on topics related to the 
need to increase women’s awareness of 
their legal rights. Indeed, There are still 


barriers of fear. doubL and hesitation pre¬ 
venting women from resorting to the legal 
procedures when the need arises. 

The organizers of the course eagerly 
wanted to support the theoretical side of the 
trip by shedding light on a pioneering 
model of organized work, where methods 
of administration, creativity, and the trans¬ 
formation of centers pen 3 '™ 11 ? 10 women’s 
affairs were explained. 

The participants spent a few days of this 
trip in a visit to Verginia where they saw 
the nature of work in The Women’s Center 
in Vienna on the spot. In this segment of 
the trip, a lecture was presented by the 
Executive Director of the Women's Center 
Ms. Mueller, who summed up the Center's 
programs and services, and “nuts-and- 
bolts" topics such as strategic planning, 
center administration and financial 
management. 

During many working sessions in The 
Women's Center, a discussion with its staff 
took place on the method of preparing pro¬ 
grams and feasible services and 
approaches, along with the means ofinvest- 
ing internal and external resources. 

Emphasis was put on the need to co¬ 
operate with women's organizations shar¬ 
ing the same interest. The creation of a 
comprehensive network of these organiza¬ 
tions was perceived as helpful. The funding 
aspects of women’s centers, training, bud¬ 
gets and book keeping were also discussed 
in this part of the program. Ms. Lorraine 
Level, President of Fairfax Country Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce talked about the role of 
women in the chamber and how informa¬ 
tion, networking and technology are very 
essential to the development of the 
business. 

The participants were introduced to the 
operation of the communication centers 
with women through the (Hotline). To have 
a better understanding of this concept, the 
participants visited the (Northern Virginia 
Hotline) where they listened to an explana¬ 
tion on the nature of the center's operation 
and its dependency on a group of volun¬ 
teers who receive the complaints of women 
and find a cure to them. ■ 





Mel Gibson in ‘Braveheart' 


‘Braveheart’, Gibson , 
Cage, Sarandon take 
top Oscars 



By Robert W. Welkos 

LOS ANGELES—In the tradition of 
such Oscar-winning epics as “Dances 
with Wolves," “The Last Emperor" 
and "Lawrence of Arabia.” the medie¬ 
val battlefield movie “Braveheart” won 
best picture at Monday night's 63th 
annual Academy Awards. 

The film won five Oscars, including 
one for director Mcl Gibson, makeup, 
sound effects editing and cinematogra¬ 
phy. Four films won two Oscars each: 
"Pocahontas,” "Apollo 13“ "The 
Usual Suspects" and “Restoration." 
The sentimental favorites ‘ Babe” and 
“The Postman/II Postino" each won 
one Oscar. 

“Bravehean,” the sweeping histori¬ 
cal adventure set in 13th-centiiry Scot¬ 
land, chronicled legendary freedom 
fighter William Wallace as he mar¬ 
shaled a ramshackle army of his people 
to do battle against the English king. 

Although the three-hour, R-rated 
film focuses on a period of history that 
is little known to the average American 
filmgoer, it embraced age-old themes 
of courage, loyalty, honor and the bru¬ 
tality of war that have been the staples 
of many past Oscar-winning movies. 

Susan Sarandon won best actress for 
her role as a nun who becomes the 
spiritual adviser of a death-row inmate 
in “Dead Man Walking,” a film written 
and directed by her partner. Tim Rob¬ 
bins. This was her fifth nomination. 

Nicolas Cage, who had previously 
swept all of the major best-actor 
awards for his disturbing portrayal of 
an alcoholic spiraling toward suicide in 
“Leaving Las Vegas.” was named best 
actor. 

Mira Sorvino, who played a hooker 
with a heart of gold in the Woody 
Allen film “Mighty Aphrodite," 
walked away with the supporting 
actress Oscar while Kevin Spacey won 
the supporting actor award for his role 
as a deceptive criminal in “The Usual 
Suspects." 

Gibson, 40, became the [bind major 
screen star this decade to win the 
award for best director, following 
Kevin Costner and Clint Eastwood. 

Gibson thanked the academy, pro¬ 
ducer Alan Ladd Jr. and screenwriter 
Randall Wallace for his directing 


award. "They had no problems giv¬ 
ing the reins to a fiscal imbecile." 
Gibson said. “Every director I've 
ever worked with, they were my film 
school. Now that I'm a bona fide 
director with a golden boy t Oscar 
statue), well, like most directors, 
what 1 really want to do is act." 

In what was considered a wide- 
open year for best picture contenders. 
“Braveheart" be 3 t out a eclectic slate 
of films, including the astronaut-in- 
peril thriller “Apoflo 13." the talking- 
pig fable “Babe." the Jane Austen 
romantic costume drama "Sense and 
Sensibility” and the fiaban-language 
love story “The Postman Til 
Postino).” " 

An excited Cage, clutching an 
Oscar statuette, exclaimed: "Oh 
boy—S3.5 million budget, some 16 
mm stock footage thrown in. and I'm 
holding one of these!'' 

It was the first Academy Award 
for the 32-year-old actor, whose fam¬ 
ily is no stranger to Oscar gold. His 
grandfather. Carmine, won with Nino 
Rota the best original dramatic score 
for "The Godfather Pan 11" in 1974. 
and his uncle, Francis Ford Coppola, 
won best director for the same film. 

Emma Thompson made Academy 
history by winning for adapted 
screenplay—the first actress to ever 
accomplish that feat. 

Jt was the British actress’s firsc 
attempt at screen writing and, coming 
into the Oscars, she had"won virtually 
all of the major writing awards. 
Thompson had previously won the 
Oscar for best actress in 1992 for 
“Howards End.” 

In a poignant and courageous 
moment, actor Christopher Reeve, 
who was paralyzed from the neck 
down in a horse fail last May, intro¬ 
duced clips from films that, over the 
years, had pul social issues ahead of 
box office concerns, films such as 
“The Grapes Wrath," “In the Heal 
of the Night" and “Philadelphia.” 

Speaking from his wheelchair. 
Reeve quipped: "l left New York last 
September and 1 just arrived here this 
morning." Then, turning emotional, 
he added: “I'm gJad I did, because I 
wouldn't have missed this kind of 
welcome for the world." ■ 
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I j Keith B. Ricbburg 

££4 Times-Washington Times 
News Seri’ice 

■wIPEI. Taiwan—Voters 

ttfected China’s attempts at 
limitary intimidation and 
|| handed a landslide victory to 
i^uinbent President Lee Teng- 
Bu Saturday in an election that 
completed Taiwan's transition 
Iran dictatorship to democracy 
-.-gd underlined its differences 
#ith Beijing. 

^Final returns gave 54 percent 
3jf.cfte vote to Lee. who has 
fought to raise Taiwan's global 
•.gapfile even at the risk of fur- 
angering Beijing. Moreo¬ 
ver, the second-place finish 
-jrent to Peng Ming-min, who 
igot 21.12 percent of the vote 
platform of outright inde- 
.i*ndence. The two candidates 
jvho. accused Lee of provoking 
.^fcena and who took a more 
^nciliatory position toward 
;Bdjing were roundly rebuffed, 
framing just 15 percent and 10 
percent of the vote. 

^ The outcome marked a clear 
tttback for China's Commu- 
- .rust leaders. They had mounted 
; 3 9 ampaign of missile tests and 
■t^warjjames in the month lead- 
P ing up to the vote designed to 
’ discourage support for Taiwa- 
■nese sovereignty and remind 
ilhe world of their stand that the 

':*3.500-square-miIe island is 
duty a renegade Chinese prov- 
:mce. With more than two- 
thirds of the voters defying 
Puna's pressure, the election 
also raised questions about 
-what Beijing’s next steps might 
J* in the tense standoff across 
Taiwan Straii. 

•.^The Chinese government 
^promptly declared that the out¬ 
come did not and could not 
jChange .Taiwan’s status as a 
-part of China. “Neither the 
^changes in the way in which 
/the Taiwan leaders are pro¬ 
vided nor their result can 
L change the fact that Taiwan is a 
of China's territory.” the 
■official New China News 
Agency quoted a senior official 
iPr die/. government's Taiwan 
W Avoirs Office as saying. 

(n Washington, a White 
statement said: “Wc 
Congratulate the people of Tai¬ 
wan on- their first election. 
They have made great strides 


Landslide victory to President Lee of Taiwan 

A clear set back for 
Chinese leaders 


in the past several years toward 
democracy. We hope to see 
tensions in the Taiwan Strait 
greatly reduced in the days to 
come.” 

Lee, speaking alternately in 
Chinese, his native Taiwanese 
and English from a stage out¬ 
side his headquarters, said. 
“On March 23, 1996, the door 
to democracy was swung open 
in the Republic of China on 
Taiwan. 

“At a time when our country 
is under threat and intimida¬ 
tion, we are able to complete 
this election successfully 
becausp we believe deeply that 
this is an historic cail of mis¬ 
sion,” he said, just before an 
explosion of colorful fireworks 
erupted in the cool night sky. 

Lee has scheduled public 
appearances on around Taipei 
and surrounding Taipei County 
to thank voters for their 
support. 

Some analysts predicted a 
serious policy review within 
the Chinese leadership, and a 
possible reshuffle to remove 
those responsible for the failed 
attempt to intimidate Taiwan 
militarily. Others raised the 
possibility' of a further military 
escalation. 

“This is very, very difficult 
for China now." said Andrew 
Yang of the Chinese Center for 
Advanced Policy Studies, a 
think tank here. "The setback 
for China’s tactics loses them 
great face. The leadership is 
very humiliated." 

“The question is whether 
they resort to more harsh 
measures toward Taiwan or 
accept their humiliation and 
come up with some consola- 



President Lee 


lion," Yang said. “It’s up to 
Beijing to do some soul- 
searching now. to see if they 
are going to do more intimida- 
iion7 or try to figure out a way 
to compromise.” 

China tried until the Iasi min¬ 
ute to sway the election’s out¬ 
come. Last Saturday, the offi¬ 
cial news agency unleashed 
new invective against Lee. 
accusing him of taking Taiwan 
to the “abyss of misery." while 
Chinese radio broadcasts aimed 


here called Lee a “puppet" of 
the United States. 

Parris H. Chang, a prominent 
member or Peng’s party who 
runs a think tank called the Tai¬ 
wan Institute for Political. Eco¬ 
nomic and Strategic Studies, 
said, “The unmistakable mes¬ 
sage is that the people don’t 
want reunification with China.’’ 

"China's actions have back¬ 
fired. on so many different 
fronts—not only its relations 
with Taiwan, but diplomati¬ 


cally." Chang said. “They 
really have a talent for making 
mistakes. I hope they learn 
their lesson from this. They lost 
a lot of face.” 

Much now will depend on 
what Lee chooses to do with 
his mandate, observers and 
analysts said. His resounding 
victory vindicates his past poli¬ 
cies, including the diplomatic 
outreach efforts aimed at end¬ 
ing this island's isolation. 

But those policies also have 
brought the region to the brink 
of a major conflict, with China 
staging missile tests and live- 
fire military exercises off Tai¬ 
wan's coast and the United 
Stares moving in two aircraft 
carrier battle groups—the larg¬ 
est US naval deployment in 
East Asia since the Vietnam 
War. 

Some analysts thought Lee 
might feel flexible enough to 
be magnanimous in victory, 
perhaps making some major 
conciliatory gesture toward 
Beijing, such as offering direct 
transportation links or the first 
govemment-io-govemmem 
contacts across the I!5-mi!e 
Strait- 

Lee gave no hint of his 
intentions this evening, speak¬ 
ing only briefly to hundreds of 
supporters, thanking the inter¬ 
national press for its interest in 
Lhe elections and pledging that 
*'we will defend forever the 
road of democracy.” 

Economics Minister Chiang 
Pin-kung struck a conciliatory 
note, saying that now that the 
election was over. Taiwan 
should look for ways to ease 
tensions with China. 

"How to ease cross-strait 


tensions and rebuild the good 
base for interaction between the 
two sides should be the main 
issue after the elections." Reu¬ 
ter reponed him as saying. 

Often lost amid Beijing's 
attempts at intimidation was the 
drama of Taiwan emerging 
from four decades of mania! 
law and single-party rule to 
become one of Asia's liveliest 
democracies. 

Some disappointed support¬ 
ers of Taiwanese independence 
said they took solace from 
Lee's resounding victory and 
Peng's second-place finish. 
Lee, in fact, won so handily 
because many traditional back¬ 
ers of the independence party 
deserted it this time to vote for 
Lee. who many contend quietly 
shares the same goal of gradual 
separation from China. 

Lee consistently has said he 
supports Taiwan's eventual uni¬ 
fication with China but that it 
can only come after China 
becomes more democratic. This 
stand embraces most of the 
independence party's positions 
without actually uttering the 
word independence. 

Peng offered no analysis of 
why he lost, saying he might 
write a book about his cam¬ 
paign experiences. "A defeated 
general doesn't discuss the 
war," he told a packed news 
conference at the party's head¬ 
quarters. “I don’t like to make 
instant analysis now." 

Many Taiwanese seemed 
glad simply to have participated 
in this landmark exercise — 
billed as the first time a Chi¬ 
nese society has democratically 
elected iis leader. Even the los¬ 
ers and their supporters gra¬ 
ciously accepted defeat and 
called the vote a victory for 
Taiwan’s long process of 
democratization. 

About 76 percent of the 
country's eligible 14 million 
voters went to the polls. 

One young man at Lee's vic¬ 
tory rally told a reporter, “We 
are very proud. Even though I 
didn’t vote for Lee Teng-hui. 1 
am proud of our democracy.” 


?jv:_ i ty-. -.ni.. •.■ \t.<tr jzz: 

American-Palestinian 
Business Center for 
Gaza set to move 

Continued from page 5 
million per day " 

Ruder said be knew of “dozens of Palestinian-Aroencans 
who are moving to the territories with the intention of 
investing their life savings in the economy bat are hesitating 
to move _until the conditions improve (since) private inves¬ 
tors are hesitant to invest in a hostile and unpredictable 
climate.” 

Describing the pledges by donor nations for the support of 
the Palestinian Authority as ,4 a mini-Marshall Plan," Kader 
cautioned that this should not be “a quick fix effort!” 

' Rather, he cootfmied, “wemust commit for the long haul." 

Hiongh Gribser praised the undertakings of USAID in the 
West Bank and Gaza, he underlined the need for human 
resources development, particularly in the fields of health 
and education. There is a need to upgrade the quality of 
teachers and health workers after many years of occupation 
and school closures, be stressed. 

ANERA's president also asked that some American 
resources be allocated to agriculture, which, he said, engages 
70 percent of the workforce in the .West Batik. 

Gubser’s strongest plea,'however, was for the continued 
support of Palestinian non-government organizations which, 
he.said, are playing “a.pivotal'role” in providing basic 
human services and economic deyelojpment programs in the. 
self-rule areas. He explained that these programs promote 
local self-help capacities, popular participation and the 
bunding of a Palestinian civil society. 

“Palestinian NGOs are threatened by a severe funding cri¬ 
sis,” he stressed. 

Gubser lamented the lack of a clear-cut Palestinian com¬ 
mercial code—the subject of the paper submitted by the law 
professor from Indiana University. 

In his paper. Professor Ftdler emphasized that the new 
Palestinian Law on the Encouregeriient trf lnvestinent was 
not adequate for Pakstiman economic development. He rec¬ 
ommended that it be revised before U is approved by the 
new Palestinian Legislative Council; 

He reported, that efforts are under way to coiupQe the 
existing Palestinian commercial laws "with a view to over¬ 
hauling them to provide a more coherent : and effective legal 
system for economic development!” He, however, noted 
some Palestinian commercial law development initiatives, 
such as the recently, adopted Commercial Representation 
Law. 

Fidler became involved in the legal Issues of Palestinian 
economic development when he, as a practicing attorney in 
1994, represented an American, dient who wanted to 
appoint a Palestinian resident in Gaza as Its sales represen¬ 
tative. He recalled bis "frustrating" experience in working 
out a draft agreement between the two rides, because the 
law, he was told by other experts, was "confusing, frag¬ 
mented and very hard for foreigners to understand." He 
was ultimately unsuccessful in his undertaking. ■ 
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At the tourism 
exchange 


• The Minister of 
Tourism Dr Salih 
Irshidat and Mr Ahmed 
Mofadi at the Jordanian 
stand in the International 
Tourism Exchange 
exihbition in Berlin. 
There, they met the 
Mayor of Berlin Mr 
Eberhard Diepgen. 



The international forum for independent troupes 

Creating a universal 
language of theater 


Bv Munther Hamdan 

Special to The Star 


•: A GREAT THEATER 
;■ LjL festival event started 
1; last Wednesday at 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCCj. 
i The performances are pan of 
the third international forum 

> for independent theater 

> troupes. The forum is orga- 
C titled by the Jordanian troupe 
; “Al Fuwanccs" and the Egyp- 
l; tian “A l Warsha.” The event is 
£ aims to create an intensive 
^ cultural atmosphere, to attract 
; people from all walks of life. 

J The festival will give 

• dramatists and artists 

~ from inside and out- ^ 
side the country, the 
I.opportunity to high- 
t; light issues on theatre 

• and its development a 

; It is a chance to inter- 

:-ucl and exchange Abel 

:• views on the latest forti 

• theories and tech- 

•.niques in theatre. The f or , 

'-plays on show is _ 

^designed to reverse 7~. 

-•the commercial trend 6:00 

£?in theatre. If one is to ‘Thi 

.••find enjoyment in this hone 

'Term of theatre, he or appr 

:-she must go deep into expr 

yhc play and try to dig jj, 

-'Tout its hidden , 

►imcanings. . 

- By hosting a num- P 80 * 
ber of Arab and Euro- lDC k3 


peon troupes, the festival aims 
at universality with the com¬ 
mon theme being mankind 
with all its complexities and 
desires. This does not mean 
that the plays exclude cultural 
undertones, but the approach to 
the theme is of human 
existence. 

The festival's administration 
believes that the last two 
events were successful because 
they were unofficial. Being 
independent, this festival over¬ 
steps obstacles set by the 
bureaucratic system. Those in 
charge of Lhe forum, despite 
having different perspectives 


about theatre, have combined 
their efforts to establish this 
remarkable idea. 

“Al Fawanees has suffered 
financially to bring this idea 
into existence" said Nadir 
Imran. Al Fa wanes director 
and head of the festival. 

About IS Arab and Euro¬ 
pean troupes will present their 
plays from 27 March until 10 
April. The troupes are from 
Syria. Egypt. Bahrain, Tunisia. 
Spain, Ukraine. Italy, Leba¬ 
non. and Jordan. There is the 
Committed Theatre from Italy 
presenting “Voices.... Melo¬ 
dies- the Mediterranean”. 


Mother’s Day atAhliaAbela 


In appreciation of mothers on the 
occasion of Mothers Day,. Ahlia- 
Abda has organized a competition 
for the best children drawings. . 

The announcement of the winners 
for the competition at AhEa-Abeia 
was on Wednesday, 20 March at 
6:00 pm. Mr Fadi Kboury stated 
“This competition was organized in 
honor of Mother’s Day to show our 
appreciation to all mothers and to 
express our lore and sincerity.** 

The competition proved successful 
and the 2nd floor of Ahlla-Abela was 
packed with 500 people, of which 25 
lucky winners were announced. I 



Kieeve’s troupe from the 
Ukraine presenting “Othello." 
and three Jordanian troupes. 

The festival will also host 
some well-known dramatists, 
directors and artists, and will 
include a number of activi¬ 
ties. Critics and people con¬ 
cerned will discuss the shows 
during a seminar that follows 
each play. 

An intellectual seminar will 
be held this year entitled “Fes¬ 
tivals and Theatre Fora re¬ 
organizing and Financing." 
during which several research 
papers will be delivered. 

The administration of the 
festival will publish 
r a daily newspaper 

fj concerned with the 
events of the festival 

_ and the contribution 

of (he guests. This is 
in addition to a 
pamphlet that intro¬ 
duces the activities 

( and gives a glimpse 
of the participants. 

Group tours will 
be organized io 
\ ' acquaint the partici- 

' pants with ancient 

and cultural sites in 
Jordan. The famous 
Syrian dramatist 
Saad Allah Wait- 
nous will be also 
honored for his grcaL 
contribution to the 
Arab theatre. ■ 


Monika Zeidkova: 


BBC poetry series, QawTala Qawl 


Ultimate beauty 
and giftedness 


By Oronb Al Abed 

Special to The Star 


I N THE beginning of the peace era. the atrocity of war in the 
Czech Republic has given way to beauty. Monika Zidkova. 
Miss Europe for 1995. represented that bright side of the 
Czech Repub¬ 
lic. She and the first 
runner up Kalhe- 
rina KasaJova are 
visiting Jordan after 
being inMicd by ihe 
Czech Airlines in 
Amman. 

Last Tue-wi.n Zid¬ 
kova held a press 
conference at the 
Forte Grand. She 
s.tid that it was not 
only her beauts that 
qualified her to win 
(he beauty contest 
but also her educa¬ 
tion A second year 
student at Univer¬ 
sity. she specializes 
child education. Part 
of her talent is her 
involvement in 
advertising and pub¬ 
licity Winning the 
contest helped her io travel around the world which shaped her 
personality and added to her experience. Her interest in visiting 
countries is part of her efforts to help the handicapped. “Handi¬ 
capped people must lead a normal life like other human beings.” 
she told The Star. 

Since her visit to Jordan will last only a few days she won't 
have enough time to visit our historical places “I visited the 
Dead Sea where one can dive to uncover the mystery of water" she j 
sjid. She added that she had plans to come back to Jordan to visit i 
ihe ancient Nabateen city of Petra. 

After spending some days in Jordan Zeidkova will go to Syria to j 
represent her country in ihe Czech festivals 


B BC WORLD Ser¬ 
vice is reviving 
one of the most 
popular long running 
series ever broadcast on its 
Arabic language service. 
Qawl ala Qawl /Saying on 
a Saying! originally began 
in 1954 and ran for 33 
years before finally ending 
in I9S7. Now. due ro pub¬ 
lic demand, the BBC is to 
repeat some of these Ara¬ 
bic poetry programs in 
their original form begin¬ 
ning Sunday. 24 March. 

Presented by Hassan Al 
Karmi. Qawl ala Qawl is 
based on listeners ques¬ 
tions. The poetry in the 
scries is pan-Arab and 
most of it is over 1.000 
vears old. 


Back by popular 
demand 


1 


4 


‘'Qawl ala Qawl was extremely challenging.” said Hassan Al- ! 
Karmi in a recent BBC Arabic Service interview, "but the chal-1 
lenge that really kept me going was searching millions of verses; 
for answers: using all kinds of indicators: language, words, discov- ; 
ering who said a particular verse, w-hen and under what ! 
circumstances.” j 

’There was always something magical about Qawl ala Qawl ! 
and many people including the famous Egyptian writer Auers • 
Sfansour have demanded its return." said Ar«*f Hijjawi. 

Features and Music Editor. BBC World on-icc. “When it was 
originally on the air listeners would deliberately set out to lest 
Hassan by asking him extremely hard questions He would go off 
and search for the answers in the books that were close to his 
heart.” j 

Material from the series has been published in 12 volumes and [ 
three more are planned. 

Bom into a literary family. Hassan Al Karami. now 90 years ! 
old. was brought up in Damascus but currently lives in Amman. 
He is the author of several dictionaries and is now working on two 
phrase dictionaries.! 


Aura by Loewe 


A combination of 
fruitful aromas 


A URA, by Locwc is the newest 
perfume to be introduced to the 
Jordanian public. The sole agent 
of Aura in Jordan is Abu Shaqra 
Trading Co. In a press conference Mr 
Rued Abu Shaqra, the general manager 
of the company said that the representa¬ 
tive of Loewe for the Middle East, came 
to Jordan io introduce the perfume. 

The International Director of Locwc. 
Mr Jose Roman, talked about the 
essence of the perfume and w hy his com¬ 
pany decided to introduce it in [994. He 


said that Loewe felt that it had to rein¬ 
force the company's presence in the vast 
area of floral fragrances. 

Aura is unique fragrance, coming from 
a world of sensation and refinement. 

Aura Loewe is based on a very current 
aromatic concept, linked to femininity i 
and romanticism suggested by dusty. A 
semi-oriental and classic notes. \ 

The perfume s presents a new seem 
arising from the fruitful aromas of melon 
and peach. This is mixed w ith Bergamot. 
Calabrian mandarin and frcesia. ■ 
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JF Lazartigue of France 

A whole new world 
of hair care 


Austrian inter-faith 
exhibition at the 
RCC 


T HE FIRST Austrian Exhibition of Graphic Art will open 
next Saturday. 6 April at the Royal Cultural Center at 5 
pm. Under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince 
Hassan the Regent, and the Vice Chancellor and Federal Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Austria. Dr Wolfgang Schussel. the theme 
of the exhibition is religious tolerance and inter-faith dialogue. 
The paintings arc devoted to the Viennese artist Ernst Degasperi 
whose works draw their inspiration from religious sources and 
nature. The object behind his paintings is to promote religious 
understanding. ■ 


UN fellowships for 
Journalists 


T he Dag Hanimarskjnld Memorial Scholarship Fund is 
accepting applications from journalists to cover the 51 si 
United Nations General Assembly session which begins 
September 17. 

The fellowships offer a unique opportunity for promising 
young journalists from Amu. Africa, and Latin America to see the 
United Nations at work and to report on its proceedings for news 
media in their home countries. Over the past 34 years, fellow¬ 
ships have been awarded in over 100 journalists from the devel¬ 
oping world. The Fund expects to award four fellow-ships in 
1996. 

The awards require the selected journalists to be present in 
New York for the duration of the General Assembly (September 
to December!. Applicants must he full-time, professional journal¬ 
ists between ihe ages ol 25 and 35. who arc employed by recog¬ 
nized print or broadcast media organizations, and must have a • 
good working knowledge of English. 

The Fund will provide round-trip air fare to New York, modest 
hotel accommodations, health insurance for the duration of the 
fellowship and a daily ulluwancc of about $40 to cover food and 
other basic necessities. 

The deadline for receipt of applications in New York is May 
15.B 



The Great New Menu??? 


v The Feature editor of this column has learned that i 
\ Torino is about to overhaul its menu to what it calls'/ 
1 the Great New Menu of Turino? ( 

f |t 1 i 

/ It is simply a menu set out in a style by adding a j 
Tew OrienSd dishes, new flavours and other splashes ' 
of g&sfjronomy flair. The menu is called 'great* 
because of Its expected production in style and colour 
of material that will probably make it one of the roo^ 


unusual menu formats. 


The food is far more importfat^ the stress Turino 
puts on Us quality of ingredients is already paying ofT 
especially AkWftA the foreign community. ’THIS 
MbNTfTC MOTTO FOR TURINO RES9KWKANT j 
IS FOOD, FUN AND GASTRONOMY. j 

FOR THE VISITOR TQvjtffi&AN. TURINO I 
RESTAURANT IS TUCKED AROUND THE MAIN I 
SQUARE OF SWEfflfiVEH ON THE SOUTHERN f 
SIDE OF 6TH CIRCLE. 


As a reader or this column of "The Star ", request aj 
bottle, or al least a glass, of wine if you are a group of* 
four. You'il definitely getaway with it, no matter bowl 
small your meal!! ‘‘ - 

The. Turino Restaurant has now become farbbtis for | 
It*s ^fating F illet a nd Exotic Sauces. THE NEW ! 
ADDITION IS THE SAUTEED CHICKEN ON THE * 
SKEWER SERVED WJTft-ORIENTAL RICE AND I 
rorcu ireoRG H ■* ? 


FRESH HERBS. ,v 
Call Turino for reservation on 863944 extn 31. You 
might even gel free transport if you are a large party. 

Try Turino. Dacall U-really is worth it 


30 MARCH 1996 


Q UWEIDER COMMERCIAL Company held a press meet¬ 
ing to introduce the French products of JF Lazartigue, 
which have just appeared on the Jordanian market. 
Coiinne Leoni a French expert who came to Jordan for 
the purpose of this event, talked about the aim behind her visit to 
Jordan which is to offer advice about new methods of fighting hair 
loss. Leoni also talked about the history of the mother company 
and world demand for its products. 

JF Lazartigue company specializes in producing compounds 
free from alcohol and chemicals. Leoni announced that there are 
several compounds that treat all possible cases according to the 
status of hair roots. There arc also products that treat dandruff and 
the germs causing it. Other products treat chlorine, which is found 
in abundance in our water, and which affects hair roots. 

Quwcidcr company has a special centre to examine hair roots, 
and to specify the proper compounds that can best treat different 
problems related to hair. ■ 


THE FAR SIIS 
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“Eat my apple, will you? LEAVE MY GARDEN! 
BEGONE! ... And take ail the mole traps with your 



Scorpkmscbool 


Films 

to Death of a Salesman, at 
The American Center, 
Thursday. 28 

March at 5:00 pm.- 

* Voyages, at Da- 
nit Al Fanun, 

Thursday, 28 

March at 5:30 pm. 

■ LE BAL DES 
CASSES-PIEDS at 
the French Cul- 
lure Center, Monday. I 
April at 8 pm. 


starting on Monday, contin¬ 
uing until 4 April. 


Exhibitions 

■ The works of Hadia Tabri 
Muashcr at AHa Art Callery, 


to The works of 
Himat Muham¬ 
mad Ali, entitled 
“Meditation” at 
Darat al Fumin, 
continue until 28 
March. 

■ The works of 
Faisal Al Sarnra, 
at Darat Al Fuoun, starting 
on Tuesday, until 31 March- 
* The works of Nawal Ab¬ 
dullah at the French Colton: i 
Center, continuing until 2 
April. 
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Programs on JTV 
from 30 March - 5 April 



ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

. SATURDAY 

2:00 —Moomins 
-:2:30TT-Wish Kid 
3:00—Big Brother Jake 
V3;2S—Blue Heelers 
4:00—TAO 
•5:00—News Flash 
: 5 : 01 —French Programs 
7 : 30 —News Headlines 
77 : 35 —Major Dad 
" 8:00—Discover the 
.Continent 

8:25—-The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

9 : 10 —A Fine Romance 
: 10 : 00 —News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: 
Obsessed with a Married 
•Woman, starring: Jane Sey¬ 
mour and Tim Mathcson 
Jl:50—Mancuso FBI 

SUNDAY 

2:00—The Flints tones 
2i30—Disney's Aladdin 
;3HM)—Mac and Mutley 
3:25—The Peak Practice 
4:10—TAO 

• 5:00—News Flash 

5:01—French Programs 
-7:30—News Headlines 
7i35—BaskerBeld P.D 

• • 8:00—Cinema, Cinema 

8:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

. 9:15— Women of the World 
-9 JO—Murphy Brown 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Counterstrike 
11:15—-The American Chart 
"Stow 

:12:00—New Avengers 

MONDAY 

2:00—Bonkers 
2:30—Richie Rich 
3:00—Bush School 
3:15—PJayabout 
3:30—Busting Loose 
4:00— Animals of the 
Mediterranean 


4:20—TAO 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—The Nanny 
8:00—Baby it’s you 
8:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

9:10—Temples of the Gods 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—P.S. I Luv You 
11:10—Taurus Rising 
12 : 00 —Ellen 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Captain Planet 
2:30 —Jonny Quest 
2:50—Iris- the Happy 
Professor 

3:00—The Bob Morrison 
Show 

3:40— Scientific Eye 
4:00—TAO 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Home Improvement 
8:00—Valley of the Beautiful 
8:25 —The Bold and the 
Beautiful 
9:10—Harry 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Phan¬ 
tom of the Opera, starring: Nel¬ 
son Eddy and Susana Foster 
12:00—Cover 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—The Flints tones 
2:30—Speed Racer 
2:50—Bill Nye the Science 
Guy 

3:15—Dinosaurs 

3:35—The Secret World of 

Alex Mac 

4:00—TAO 

5:00—News Flash 

5:01—French Programs 

7:30—News Headline 

7 J5—Evening Shade 

8:00—World Net 

8:25—The Bold and the 

Beautiful 

9:10—Nautilus 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—Airwolf 



Kirk Douglas in Lonely are the Beave, Friday at 10:25 


11:20—The Silk Road 
12:30— The Good Lire 

THURSDAY 

1 : 00 —Aladdin 
1:30—Treasure Island 
2:00—My Secret Identity 
2:20—NBA 

3:15—The Crystal Maze 
3:40—Pirates 

4:30—Gillette World Sport 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Carol and Company 
8:00—The Album Show 
8:45 —Startrek 
9:30—Murphy Brown 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: The 


Dimond Fleece, starring: Ben 
Cross and Kate Netlinsion 
12 : 00 —Matlock 

FRIDAY 

1:00—The Pebbles and 
Bamm Bamm Show 
1:30—Iris the Happy 
Professor 

1:40—See How They Grow 
1:50—Bush School 
2:10— Spider Man 
3-JO—The Private Life of 
Plants 

4:15—Wonder Why 
4:35—Give Us a Clue 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7:30—News Headline 


7:35—Short Story Cinema 
8:00—Sea Quest 
8:45—It Had To Be You 
9:10— She’s Out 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Classic Movie: Lonely 
are the Beave , starring: Kirk 
Douglas 

12:00—McCloud 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Dessins anim&s 
Ordy 
Gideon 
5:30—Serie 

Extreme limite 
•■■Challenge» 

6 : 00 —Serie 

Chateau Vallon 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 

• France* 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 
Gideon 
5:30—Serie 

Extreme limite 
«Trompe T amour* 

6:00—Magazine 

Envoye special 

* La pilule du bonheur* 
7:00—Le journal 

7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 
Gideon 
5:20—Serie 

Extreme limite 
•Top modele* 

05:50—Magazine 

L'aventure des pi antes 
"La plante et la 
founni* 

6:20—Divertissement 


To 

Advertise 
in this 
space 
Call us at 
652380 


L’lcoJe des fans 
<*Issac Stem» 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 
Gideon 
5:30—Serie 

Extreme limite 

*Au pied du mur* 
6:00—Magazine medical 
Savoir plus santl 

* Comment soigner les 
rhumahsmes» 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuafa 

MERCRED1 

5:00—Dessins animls 

Sophie et Virginie 
5 JO—Slrie 

Renseignements 
genera ux 

-Jeux dangeureux* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Desstn anime 

Sophie el Virginie 
5:30—Varietes 

Le monde est h vous 
«Yves Duteil* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Archimlde 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animls 
Sophie et Virginie 
5:30—Tflefilm 

* L ’aruiee Juliette* 
7:00—Le journal 

7:15—Magazine 
Alio la Terre 

*Les nombres» 



i n e 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


“BRAVEHEiRT" (Paramount,); Mel Gibson 

earned a Golden Globe Award for his direction of this 13th- 
cenruiy adventure, in which he also stars as Scottish warrior 
William Wallace, the leader of a crusade against a tyrannical 
English king t Patrick McGoohan, of the classic TV show's 
"Secret Agent" and "The Prisoner"). The sweeping battle 
scenes should be seen on the largest screen possible. *** (R: 
AS.P.V) 

“ ASSASSINS " (Warner, ): Directed by Richard 

Dormer {"Lethal Weapon"), this action saga features 
Sylvester Stallone as a professional killer who's at the top of 
his profession ... or least for the moment, since a rival (Anto¬ 
nio Banderas) is determined to take over that spot by elimi¬ 
nating him. Julianne Moore l "Nine Months ") portrays a lady 
who finds herself imperiled in the midst of the mayhem. ** 
(R: AS P V) 

HELD OVER: "POCAHONTAS ’ ’ (Disney,); The 
most recent animated feature from the Disney studio features 
Alan Menken-composed songs, including the hit “Colors of 
the Wind," and Mcl Gibson supplying the voice of Cape. 
John Smith _■ the man who meets and fills in love with Poc¬ 
ahontas. Some keepers of Native American history felt the 
tale took too many liberties, but it’s still fine. *** (PG: P, Vl 
"DOWN CAME A BLACKBIRD" (Republic,) ; 

Laura Dcm is both a star and a producer of this raade-for- 
Showiime drama, the story of a reporter recuperating from 
her kidnapping in Latin America. Having been taken away 
by state police and tortured, she recovers at a clinic where 
she's attracted to a fellow patient (the late Raul Julia) with a 
tormented past of his own; Vanessa Redgrave also appears. 
*** (R: AS, P, V) 

“LIVING IN OBLIVION" (Coiumbia/TriStar, ) ; 

Named ro a number of critics’ 10-besi lists for last year, 
writer-director Tom DiCillo’s comedy centers on a group of 
people who pool their abilities and resources to make a low- 
budget movie... but complications seem to dog them at every 
rum. The cast includes Steve Buscemi (“Resenoir Dogs") 
and James Le Grost "Drugstore Cowbov"). *** (R: AS, P) 
COMING SOON: “OPERATION DUMBO DROP " 
(Disney. Mar. 19): Based on a true story, this comedy-adven¬ 
ture features Danny Glover as a soldier involved in an ele¬ 
phant rescue. (PG) 

"BABE" (MCA/Universal, March 22): Last summer's hit 
about a talking pig, which caught many critics by surprise, 
makes its tape debut priced low for purchase. (G) 

"LAST OF THE DOG MEN" (HBO, March 26): Tom 
Berenger and Barbara Hershey play two people who discov¬ 
er the lone survivor of a massacred tribe. (PG) 

U SEVEN '' (New Line, March 26); Brad Pitt and Morgan 
Freeman play detective partners in the thriller about a killer 
whose crimes follow the seven deadly sins. (R) 
FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS, adult situa¬ 
tions; N, nudity: P, profanity; V. violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence 

6 1996. Tribune Media Services 
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. ACROSS 
l ~ Rabbit 
5 Of (he sun 
; 10 Detergent 
M Irish 
Republic 

15 Greek 
marketplace 

16 Fitzgerald 

17 Amino — 

IB Presley film 
20 Caught sight 
. of 

.22 Discussion 
group 

23 Vandals 

24 Duel 
memento 

26 Red color 

29 Carmichael 
song 

33 Soto 

34 Fun 

35 Bonnet 
denizen 

36 Rocky 
plateau 

37 Bias 

38 irs near 
Mass. 

39 Comp, pt 


40 Containing 
condiments 

41 Brag 

42 -The —I 
Saw Paris" 

44 Desserts 

45 Sharpen 

46 Israeli dance 

47 Estate 

50 News story 
item 

54 Region of 
Africa 

57 ONe-horae 
vehicle 

58 Composer 
Jerome 

59 Bring 
together 

60 Roof edge 

61 Histone 
times 

62 More 
mean 

63 Cooling 
drinks 

DOWN 

1 Necklace 
unit 

2 Wedding 


grain 

3 Goddess of 
discord 

4 its capital is 
Peking 

5 Ancient 
Italian 

6 Gives the 
eye 

7 Noisy 

e Ex'st 

9 StatSum 
cheer 

10 Alaskan 
peninsula 

11 Pearl Buck 
heroine 

12 *1 cannot 
teO—" 

13 Bucket 

19 Separated 

21 Trick 

24 Hard 

25 Vehicle 

26 Desen 
animal 

27 — Verdugo 

28 American 
Beauties 

29 NASA's 
world 


30 WWII craft 

31 Logic. 

32 Campers’ 
gear 

34 Oozy stuff 

37 Rotate 

38 Arm of the 
Pacific 

40 Tale 

41 Yawn 
provoker 

43 Found on 
280 

44 Stagger 

46 Speed 

47 Douglas or 
Wallace 

48 State 

49 Asia's 
mistress 

50 Platform 

51 11 — a 
milfion • 
dollars" 

52 Church 
section 

53 Observes 

55 Chicago 
player 

56 Go — 
tear 
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—xras WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: People will work 
together well. The moon’s in 
Aquarius, applying pressure to learn. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). You 
may wake up feeling overwhelmed. 
Stan with your exercises they'll go 
easiest. Confusion is rampant but 
you’ll do fine. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). 
There’s a scheduling conflict with a 
group activity — if von organize vour 
time you can do both. You’ll be con¬ 
fident. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Get 
organized so you won’t get lost. 
You'll want to be several places at 
the same time — for you. a possibili¬ 
ty- 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Work 
hard ro finish up late assignments. 
Don't rely on a co-worker to do it for 
you. A partner may be critical, but 
can lake over some of the load. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Your 
responsibilities get in the way of your 
private life. True love will survive the 
chaos. Don't plan any extracumcu- 
lars activities. You'll do best working 
with a smart partner. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There’s 
too much confusion at home. Use the 
time more effectively working out 
with a partner. Long-term romantic 
plans fall together. 

Libra (Sept- 23-Oct. 23). Learn as 
much as you can. Settle a friend's 
dispute. Slav home and read. You 
should be ready for anything. Don't 
get cocky, though. 

Scorpio (OcL 24-Nuv. 21 1 . You're 
tempted to spend too much on 
romance or gambling, it’s a had bet. 
Practice a skill you’re learning until 
you can do it in your sleep. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You're lookin’ good. Be genilc. 
Don’t tromp on a wimpy l'ncnd, even 
in jcsl. That same person could help 
you out if you’re short of cash. 

Capricorn (Dec 22 -Jan. 19). Finish 
an overdue project. If you do i he 
bureaucratic shuffle, you could have 
a mess cleaned up quickly. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Plan 
a club fund-raiser that taps into funds 
oilier than your own! Finish overdue 
projects and contact an older friend. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Ignore 
a superv isor’s disparaging remarks. 
They’re supposed lo he funny. You 
should have fun working with a 
group of friends. 

If You're Having a Birthday 
This Week: Overcome your prob¬ 
lems with authority this year, as a 
prelude to becoming one. 

O MbTrihuu Malm Scn-ioc- 


Bridge 


Where’s the Beef? 

By Tannah Hirsch 

East-West vulnerable. South cards, four trumps and a ruffing 


NORTH 
4. J974 
<7 8 5 
vAJ76 
*Q96 

WEST I 

A Q 6 2 A 

9 J 72 r 

CKQJ053 \ 

+ K7 A 

SOUTH 
A AK853 
<?AK109 
O 8 

+ J 5 3 


The bidding: 

South West North East 

I* Pass 2* Pass 

3C> Pass 4 A Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 0 
Follow the bidding and play of this 
hand. Decide who, if anyone blun¬ 
dered. and what the error was. 

We are not sure whether South 
should have made a game try in 
hearts or clubs, a suir where Sourh 
desperately needed help in covering 
losers. However, that is immaterial, 
since North would have accepted any 
invitation, no matter in whicn suit it 
was made. With eight points in high 


value, failure by responder to bid the 
game would have been craven 
indeed. 

West led (he king of diamonds, 
taken by the table’s“ace. Since the 
hand could be claimed if trumps 
were 2 - 2 , declarer cashed the kina 
EAST and ace of spades, to leam that West 
iQ had a trump trick. The ace and king 

nng 4 Q of hearts were cashed arid a heart 
i q . 9 was ruffed in dummy. Declarer 
* t a o 4 0 returned to hand w ith a diamond ruff 
+ A 10 8 4 2 and led the remaining heart. 

Since it would not have helped to 
3 ruff. West discarded a diamond, 

i Declarer ruffed on the board and 

came to hand with a diamond ruff for 
the ninth trick, but that was that. 
When declarer exited with a dub. 
West rose with the kina, drew declar¬ 
er’ s last trump and the defenders 
•th East took the last two tricks with a dia- 
Fass mond and the ace of clubs — down 
Pass one. 

Declarer made a subtle but cata- 
a sirophic error in timing. After win- 

ini-iv ofihK n ' n S lhe first trick with the ace of 
nvnne hltm diamonds, declarer should immedi- 
S ately ruff a diamond, then proceed as 

►ih,»r above. That gives declarer two 

a me trv in Irum P tricks, two heart tricks, a dia- 
CAiirb mono, two heart ruffs in dummv and 
'in enverina ruffs in hand for a total 'of 10 

imtmtmtf lric ks — all that were contracted for. 
iccenteri mv ^ ole l ^ al West cannot discard the 
vhich suit it Q ue ^n of diamonds during the cross- 
Xs in high ruff because that sets up ifie jack as a 
c trick. c N 9 fcTnbuneMriia & r ,i fflri 
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Words of 
Wisdom 


REWAYL 


K 0 

FAMILY IN LINE 


Now arrange Lbc order) tellers (n form 
the surprise answer, as suggested by 
the above cartoon. 


Prttanswartam: LJJLIJLLJJLiJ 
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BHAMYT MOLMOM HAD TTHBdWI *J9*suv 


Cowards usually pick the 
easiest fight of all — the one 
that takes place behind some¬ 
one's back. 

• mm 

Manners smooth wrinkles 
from the social fabric. 

• • • 

Nothing is swifter than the 
rtimor of bad tidings. 

• • * 

One sure-fire way to avoid 
trouble is to refuse to acknowl¬ 
edge its presence. 

• ■ • 

To be considered a wit is 
one thing; to be the target of 
wit is quite another. 

■ • • 

You cannot possess what 
you do not understand. 

• • • 

True love grows, rather 
than diminishes, with the 
years. 

© Wft, Tribune Medu Services 



British Airways 
introduces new 
Schedule 


THE BRITISH Airways team in Amman recently hosted a 
workshop for over 150 Travel Agents in Jordan ai the Am¬ 
man Marriott Hotel. The team which is headed by Mrs Fiona 
Hamilton, BA Manager Jordan, explained all the new servic¬ 
es and schedules that BA now has on offer for its Jordanian 
customers. 

As of April 1st, a new schedule will be in operation be¬ 
tween Amman and London. There will be four weekly flights 
leaving Amman in the morning and arriving at London 
Heathrow in the late afternoon, two of these flights are direct 
while the remaining two are via Beirut. There is also a new 
timetable out of London Heathrow with flights leaving at 
lunchtimes and arriving in Amman ar night. 

BA introduced to agents their “meet and greet” service 
that will be in operation at London Heathrow called “Marha- 
ba" which is for those Arab nationals who are not fluent in 
English. This service provides Arabic speaking guides who 
conduct BA passengers through terminal four upon their arri¬ 
val. 

Another service that will be provided is the new family 
passport which is exclusively for members of the Middle 
East British Airways Executive Club. This service allows 
family members of friends of an executive card holder to 
earn bonus miles. Up to six people are allowed to gain miles 
for any one card holder. 

Later this year a fifth weekly flight will be introduced be¬ 
tween Amman and London Heathrow, to cater for the grow¬ 
ing demand of Jordan as a tourist destination. These are just a 
few of the services that BA offers its valued Middle Eastern 
customers, especially those in Jordan which has gained such 
a significant importance in the region following the progress 
in the peace process. ■ 
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yjgfl/ Amir, Vassassin de Rabin, 
reconnu coupable de meurtre 


Supplement en fraiu^ais du Star 


•Yigal Amir (noire photo), I’assassin du Premier ministre israiUea mjiak Rabin, a Hi 
reconnu coupable de meurtre avec primedUation. II devrait done, selon les lots 
israeliennes, etre condomni a la prison a vie. 

Yigal Amir, un extremist de droUe age de 25 ans, avail ouvert lefeu contre Yitzhak Rabin 
le 4 novembre dernier h l 'issue d'une manifestation pour la paix. 

En tisant le verdict, le president du tribunal, Edmond Uvy, a sauligni que I’assassin avail 
He jugi avec «la plus grande objectivite* et a constaU qu’U Hail sain d’espriL -Lorsqu’il a 
tire, il etait parfaitemeot coustient de ce qu’il raisaib* a declare Edmond L£vy. «I1 a et£ 
consid£re comme etant en raesure d’etre juge et d’etre puni pour son gest&*. 
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SELON 



Comme I'aube 

fait fondre la maquiJlage 
d'une ravissante dame 
apres une interminable soi¬ 
ree. les premieres gouttes 
de pluie devetem Amman 
de son ariificielle beauts 
estival e. En attendant no¬ 
vembre. Amman peul dor- 
mi r tranquillement et rever 
de seduire les amoureux en 
transit qui ne peuvent 
maiuiser leur ^ tonne me nt 
en decouvrant une capilale 
arabe propre et plus ou 
moins modeme. 

Les travailleurs vent 
pouvoir oublier leur peur 
quotidienne d'attendre le 
bus sous la pluie. mais e'est 
desormais contre la chaJeur 
qu i Is vont devoir lutter en 
rcstani a cote des arrets de 
bus depourvus d’abri. 

Les ecoliers courrom 
moins dc risques en sortant 
de leurs ecoles donnant sur 
les grands boulevards d£- 
trempes, et les chauffeurs 
des taxis vetustes, qui ne 
semblent plus tenir que par 
la pcinture. ne craindront 
plus de couler dans une des 
mares qui se creent dans 
les rues de la capitate. 

Les dames d'Abdoun 
peuvent ranger leurs man- 
tcaux de fourrure et aller 
chez leurs copines guetter 
les demifcres nouvelles de 
la haute society, sans 
qu'une malencontrcusie ra¬ 
fale de vent ou une inatten- 
due averse de pluie vienne 
semer le desordre dans leur 
coiffure a la mode. Les 
plus jcuncs peuvent sortir 
leurs decapotables et met- 
tre leurs vetemems bran¬ 
ches pour se rendre Si la ter- 
rasse de l'lniercominental. 
oil. avec un peu de 
ubaraka-. elles trouveroni 
cet £(£. i ta grande joic de 
leurs parents, un preten- 
dant au cofTre-fon respec¬ 
table. Les cafes-boulevanis 
vont senrichir avec lous 
ees jeunes qui s ennuieni. a 
chcval entre le resuiiat du 
bac et ('admission au cho- 
mage. 

Les families \ont sc re- 
trouver au grand eomplct. 
Elle ferror.; le compte des 
nouveaux-venus et le de- 
compte des disparus. Des 
jcuncs lilies a peine sorties 
de I'enfancc. vont decou- 
vrir. la hague au doigt. 
l'a\ ion et I'AUantiquc grace 
a un cousin d'Amcriquc 
qucllcs n'avaient jamais vu 
as am que la famille nc con- 
clut 1 c contrat dc manage. 

Nous aurons. durant ccs 
longues soirees dele, suffi- 
samment dc temps pour 
penser j noire capilale oil 
i'indisciplinc regne. Nous 
jurons ie droit de rever a 
une villc aux rues sans fos¬ 
se avec de> votes de circu¬ 
lation bien iracees. des pas¬ 
sages proteges pour les 
pictons ct des troltoirs. 
Une capilale oil Ion nc 
s'dnenc pas et oil les gens 
se rcspccicnt. line villc ou 
on cirwule en rcspeclant sa 
file, en clignotant ct sans 
klaxonncr comme des fous. 
Une cite' oil la loeique 
lcmponc. ou une mere in- 
conscicnie nc s'assied pas ^ 
la place du mon avec son 
bebe sur Ics genoux tandis 
qu'a I'arriere, les plus agds 
jcttcnl par la viire des ca- 
nettes vides. et que !e pere. 
au volant, ne songc qu’il la 
suite du fcuillclon egyptien 
que la premiere chaine cul- 
turclle doit diffuser a 
20h30 

A nouveau renaitront les 
espoirs dc voir fleurir 
[economic. En suuhaitant 
que le soleil dc l'ec£ 
as sec he les haines laissees 
par la pluie de fevrier qui 
n'a pas reus si a nous laver 
de ['(fgoisme qui guide nos 
pas. Avam dc s T endonnir 
profondemem en priant 
pour que noire Jordanic 
surmonte cette phase diffi¬ 
cile de son existence ou 
i'inconnu provoque des 
frissons. ■ 


Suhail A1 Sweis 


Informatique 

La Jordanie prend la vague 


\C Corps 


d’ Internet 






II est desormais possible de «surfer sur le web» en Jordanie. Pas besoin d’eau ni de planche pour s adonner 
a ce loisir. Un ordinateur suffit. Depuis mercredi, une compagnie permet aux utilisateurs jordamens “™oir 
acces au reseau «on-line» d'Intemet. Une opportunity fascinante, mats malheureusement hors deprix. 
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Les techniques 

modemes exercent un attrail 
tout particular sur la plupart 
d'entre nous. Sunout lors- 
qu'eiles sont encore dans leur 
phase initiate de lanccmenl. 
Est-il besoin de rappelcr tous 
les remous provoqmSs par les 
fameuses paraboles de rece¬ 
ption des programmes de ldl£- 
vision diffuses par satellite lor- 
squ'elles ont commence & nous 
envahir? 

II y a toujours eu une mode 
micro-informatique. Voila 
quelques annfies, on ne 
s'interessait qu'aux jeux. En 


1993. les CD-Roms ont pris la 
relevc. connaissam un succes 
appreciable. Aujourd'hui. Inter¬ 
net est en train de tout balayer 
sur son passage, y compris les 
paraboles. 

Contrairemcnt a la reception 
de programmes par satellite, 
qui n'entraine qu'un componc- 
ment pass if. Internet est un pro- 
duit interact!f. On devrait done 
sen lasser bequeoup moins 
vile. 

Pour les neophytes, il est im¬ 
portant de preciser cxactemem 
ce qu'est Internet. Il s'agit d'un 
trnorme reseau de micro- 


Le Star disponible sur Internet 


• Depuis maintenant dnq mois. Ie Star a rejoint le reseau -<on-line* 
d'lntemeL Chaque semaine. la nouvelle edition y est disponible. y compris J 
la page en fran^ais. Le nombre de lecieurs mensuels du Star sur support in- f 
formatique est d'environ 14 000. Pour y avoir acc&s. il suffit de se connect- { 
er sur ARABIA.COM. 

Une boite postale ilcctronique est aussi a la disposition des lecteurs: 
Startg'nets.com.jo. Chaque semaine. le Star publie certains des courtiers 
regus. Quant b Jean-Gaude Elias, vous pouvez le contacter £> cette adresse: 
Jeanclaude®nets.com.jo. 
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Jordan's poUtl ca i, economi c 
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ordinateurs relies, a I'dchellc 
planetairc. par le simple inter- 
mddiaire du telephone. Si vous 
avez un PC. ou tout autre mi- 
cro-ordinateur dquipe d'un mo¬ 
dem (carte electronique permet- 
tant dc se connecter au n^seau 
telephonique). vous pouvez 
vous abonner a Internet. Ccla 
vous permettra de communi¬ 
que r avec toutc autre machine 
egaiemem connectee au r£seau. 
et ^ un nombre impressionnam. 
el sans cessc croissant, dc 
banques dc donnles ei de bases 
de renseignement. 

II existe principalement deux 
types dc syst&mes exploiiablcs 

__ sur Internet; d'une 

' part la messagcric 
Electronique. »e- 
mail**. et d'autre pan. 
la connexion en direct 
a Internet, •.on-line*. 

Pbur utiliser le e- 
mail. ii suffit d'avoir 
une boite postale elec¬ 
tronique -une adresse 
Internet- afin dc pou¬ 
voir envoyer ou re- 
cevoir des messages 
ou des /letters infor- 
matiques de tout type. 
Le fait de ne pas 
avoir & laisser son PC 
ou 5 om Macintosh 
constamment branch^ 
pour pouvoir reccvoir 
des messages est Vune 
des caractcristiqucs 
atirayantes du e-mail; 
on peut ainsi trouver 
des messages dans sa 
boile posrale h 
n'importc quel mo¬ 
ment. 

S'il offre beaucoup 
plus de possibtlil£s. 
Internet .«cn ligne* est 
aussi plus cxigeam 
que la simple messa- 
geric electronique. II 
faut non seulemcnt 
etre conncctc wen 


lignew, mais ii faut aussi dispos¬ 
er d'un modem tits rapide. El 
il compoite un risque raajeur. 
eclui dc reccvoir des factures 
dc ctil^phonc salves a la fin du 
mois car Internet est. ici. un 
service tr&s couteux. 


I ! 


Environ dix 
dollars ITieure 

Cela fait bientol deux ans 
que la Jordanie est connectde h 
Internet en mode ^off-line-*, 
e'est-h-dire que seul le service 
rtc-maii* dtait accessible. Les 
deux soci£tds offrant ce service 
dans le royaumc ont un nombre 
de clients cstimd h un peu plus 
d'un millierd'abonnds. 

A plusieurs reprises, les uti¬ 
lisateurs se sont vus promettre 
facets au senicc '•on-line'*, 
avant d'etre a chaque fois 
degus. Confirmdc puis annultie 
unis fois dc suite, cette date 
d'acces a finalcment dt 6 fixde 
au 27 mars. 

Si la plupart attendoient avec 
impatience le jour «J»> pour 
fairc enfin panic des heureux 
dlus qui ont acc&s 5 la plan&te. 
nombreux sont ceux qui resicm 
sceptiqucs. Non pas qu'ils dou- 
tent dc 1 ’arrivde du ^on-line«. 
mais plutdv dc sa remabilitc 
pour les paniculiers. 

Alors qu’unc heure dc con¬ 
nexion H Internet coiltc environ 
I dollar (5 FF) en Israel, ellc 
selevcra u environ 10 dollars 
(50 FF1 en Jordanie. Ce coOt 
ires dlcvc ne scmbic pas etre lc 
scul it dissuadcr les particuliers 
a rejofndre lc «on-!inc». 

il semble cn effet que la plu¬ 
part des utilisateurs du «e- 
mail». bien plus economiquc. 
soiem satisfaits de ce simple 
service, et que I'accfes aux re- 
scau "on-line'* ne reprdsente 
pas grand intdret pour cux. 

La societd jordanic nne 
Sprint, qui lance lc service "on¬ 
line ■*. justific ccs codts elevds 


Amman 


Une ville aux cafes peu excitants 


Orphelins de certains cafes traditionnels aujourd'hui demolis, beaucoup 
d‘habitants essaient de re trouver dans Amman une ambiance qu 'ils councils- 
saient. Mais les cafes qu’ilsfrequentent nepossedentplus la mime ame. 


En 1947, Tun des pre¬ 
miers cindmas d'Amman ouvre 
ses portes sous Ie nom des 
"Studios Fayoumi* avant dc 
devenir lc "Cindma Faradis*. 
puis, en 1949. -lc cinema des 
paradis-. 

Mais la iloraison de cinemas 
couscrts ne laissc aucunc 
chance ii ce petit paradis; un 
cindma a riel ouvert. ou le pu¬ 
blic fumait le narguild en bu- 
xani du the ct en regardant les 
dtoilcs. Ced donna I’idec au 
propridtaire du cafe dc sup- 
primer la projection, rrop bni- 
yante ct trop chtre. cl de sc 
limiter a la vente dc consom- 
mations. 

Ainsi naquit Tun des vieux ca¬ 
fes d'Amman en 1957. rebapti- 



sc - lc cafe dc la capilale». Il est 
rapidemem Jc\cr.u un lieu dc 
rencontres cn plcin centre dc la 
capitalc jordanienne. 

Dans les amices H). lc 
•«magha cl Ashem* dcvicnL lui. 
Ic plus lr.timc des coins perdus. 
Un lieu ou les manuscrits ct les 
tracts interdits s’cchangent sur 
des balcons qui sonent comme 
des bras du fond dc la sallc mal 
dClaircc. 

«Depuis un an. nous errions 
Jans les rues • explique un d- 
crixain jordansen a la recherche 
dc rintimitd du temps passe 
qui a connu - lc cale de la capi- 
talc”. aujourd'hui detruit. Beau- 
coup decri\ains ont ddsormais 
adopte lc cafe -kawkab Escha- 
rque". - lc cafe dc I’Etoilc iTO- 
rient-. qui est le sumom dc la 
fame use chan- 
teuse egyplicnnc 
Oum Kalsoum. 
Hs sc mclangeni 
a une population 
dc plus en plus 
dirange, a proxi- 
niitc dc 1 'ancien 
• cafe dc la capi¬ 
talc*. aujourd'hui 
demoh. 





1 

5 f 

^ - 

-^7 


Entre les cartes et la television, on essaic de tuer Pennui 
qui regne dans ces cafes ou I'on ne semble plus etre capa¬ 
ble de discuter. 


le de 


, "j? ils sc di 

J qu'ils rct< 

jT raient hi 

' jF la-bas. Ufe 


Un cafe au decor minimalistc: quelques 
tables avec des chaises fatiguees, et un 
tableau peint a mime le mur. 


-L’Etoil* 
rOrient» 

Les clients dc 
«I'Etoiie de lO- 
rieni* sont cn 
grande majoritc 
des immigrcs 
ve-nani 

d'Egyptc, du 
Soudan, dc Tu- 
nisie ou 

d'Arriquc noire. 

Arrives d'lrak 
pendant la 
guerre du Golfe. 
di saient 
rcioume- 
bien-iol 
dfcs que 
la situation w 
tie-bloqucrail. 
Depuis plus dc 
quatre ans. ils re¬ 


stent la. n'ar-nxant ni a sc dec¬ 
ider a rentrer dans leur pays 
dorigine. ni a rcgagncr llrak a 
cause de la si-luation politique. 
Ils sc wuvent rcellement dans 
un no man's land, a 1 'imagc de 
ce cafe. Us regardcnl les 
chaines satellites qui passeni au 
moins deux vieux films (Jgypti- 
ens par jnur et atiendcm que Ic 
temps passe. 

Lc caff sc situe au-dcssus du 
grand souk dc 1 ‘or. le marchc 
des bijoux de la capitalc. On y 
entre par un petit cscalicr cachf 
entre deux boutiques Ccsl un 
lieu cache, ncutre. qui adoplc 
lexclusion. 

Deux tableaux sont dessinfe 
a mcme Ic mur. L'un signf. 
montre un petit gargon cn train 
d’urincr contre Ic tronc d'un ar- 
hre sans feuillcs. Un dfcor qui 
ploncc les ccrivaim immigffis 
dans un mondc qui les rcflvoit 
a leurs propres cxislcnces. 

Si Ie silence rcmplayait les 
mots dans leur ancien caff, ici, 
on s'organise pt»ur piegcr lc 


temps qui nc passe pas On 
-gueule- beaucoup cn jouant 
aux canes, tout en regardant, 
du coin de loeil. la ttilfvision. 
El pcii a peu. on finit par oubli¬ 
er la guerre du Golfe cl pour- 
quoi on esi Jii. 

L’Histoirc sc vide dc sens ct 
Uevient absurdc. Au HI des 
jours. Ics Soudanais wgueulcniw 
dc plus en plus fort. Ics Tunisi- 
ens deviennent si lend cux. ct 
lous commenecnl 1 se ressem- 
Wer phvsiqucmcnt. 

Cest un «effacenK?nt 5 « qui 
rend les gens affablcs. ct qui 
renvoit a 1 ‘image des cafds du 
temps jadis. ou Ics visages mar¬ 
ques par 1 'opium traduisaient la 
volonic dc perdre son temps, 

Ccsl un nearn, un jcu dc mi- 
roirs qui ne renvoit que vers le 
passe. Un lieu qui ressemble 
irop a la rtfalitfi environ name 
pour laisser la place aux rfves 
nu il la discussion ■ 


Ahmad Nsour 


par Ics investisse- 
ments nfcessolres a 
I'ins-tallanon dc 
c&blcs optiques ou de 
stations satellites. 

Dans la rfgion, 
1 'engouemcnL pour 
ccs nouvelles tech¬ 
niques est tits spec- 
taculaire. On prfvoit 
par exemple d Bah¬ 
rein plus 4c 300.000 
abonnfs au service 
•<on-line* d'id la fin 
de l‘£t£. t 

Si un bon nombre 
d’utilisateurs de PC 
nc vail dans ce nou¬ 
veau produit qu'un 
moycn de wfrimer*. il 
n'en reste pas moins 
que certains ont un 
besoin nSel du non- 
lino* pour trouver cer¬ 
tains renseignements. 
Ainsi. dcs dizaincs 
d'cnlreprises se sont 
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i r arrivee d'Internet en Jordanie donnera peut-etre bientol I’envie 
a certains d'ouvrir dcs cyber-cafes ou des ordinateurs vous per- 
me/tent de consulter Internet en buvant un cafe. 


dfjh cbonnfes au non-line*. 

Reste d savoir si cn Jordanic 
beaucoup franchiront le pas 
vers ce nouveau produit, ou 
bien s'ils prfffreront se con- 
tenter de leur «e-mail». Cc ser¬ 
vice offrant dcs possibilites de 
comrrunication dans Ie mondc 
cmierest en effet ddjd un outil 
magnifique. Selon un rdeent 
rapport europden. il compte ac- 
tuelleiwnt dans lc mondc plus 
dc 36 millions dc boTtes dlec- 
troniqics. ■ 


L’ABC d’Internet 


Jean-Gaude Elias 


_ Modem (modulateur-demodulaieur'j: appareil permettani 
Ie transport d'mformations (textes. son.etc) entTe deux ortiina- 
teurs par le rdscau teldphoniquc 
Internet; rdseau reliant plusieurs millioms d’utilisateurs 
d’ordinatcurs dans lc mondc. On y dchange du couurier dlcc- 
tronique. des informations et des opinions, on y consuiie des 
banques d’in formations. 

Interaaute: utilisateur d'Intemet 
Macintosh: micro-ordinateur erde par Apple en 19845 
PC (Personnal Computer): famille de micrQ-ordinaicurs 
lancde parlBM lpqrtirdel98l. ; 
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Gaza 




Le suffrage avant les souffrances 

Le gouvemement israelien semble aujourd’hui vouloir 
prolonger le bouclage des territoires jusqu ’a la tenue des 
elections generates israeliennes. Une decision qui effraie 
les Palestiniens apres deja un mois de blocus. 


*«• 


L'Autorite paicsti- 

nicniu va demander it l'Onu dc 
ddcre-ter la Cisjordanic cl la 
bandc de Gaza ozone sinis- 
trdc», a indiqud cette semaine 
Frcih Abou Mcddcinc. membre 
du Conscil Idgislatif palestinicn 
ct ancicn ministre dc ta justice. 
Une requetc qui itlusirc la grav- 
itir dc la situation economiquc 
ct sncialc dims lesserriloire.s dc 
Cisjordanic ct dc In hande dc 
Gaza. Abou Mcddcinc a decla¬ 
re que lc scihci nujeur du presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat est dcsor- 
mais de fournir du pain h la 
population palestinicnnc. 

Depuis 1967. date de 
('occupation dc Gaza ct dc la 
Cisjordanic. la farinc n'avait ja¬ 
mais manqui, y compris pen¬ 
dant les pfinodcs les plus durcs 
dc I'lntifada. Or aujourd'hui, Ics 
files d'attentc sont dcvcnucs 
frdqucnles devant Ics houlan- 
gerics, ct Ics denrfes dc base 
commcnccnt it manquer dans 
certains magasins. 

L'all^gement ldgcr du bouclage 
ddcidd la semaine derniire ne 
suffit pas it paliicr Ic manque 
dc marchan-discs. 

La situation est au bard dc 
('explosion: *y'e nc suis jkis 
duns quelle mesure jv peu. v 
evitcr dcs Hneuies populaires » 

u dcclarf Yosscr Ararat, lais- 
sant entendre qu'une rdaaion 
sembhblc Ik I'lntifada n'ciait 
pas h cxdurc. 

Dcs chiffres et des donates 
prfciscs sur I'dtnt dc l' 6 conomic 
palestinicnnc sont aujourd'hui 
publics par difffirentes struc¬ 
tures officielJcs et associative.*;. 

Thus cs domaincs son! tou¬ 
ches. KO^e dcs activitta com- 
mcrciulcs se faisam avee Israel. 
Les fleurs meureht dans les 
champs, Ics rdcoltes dc fraiscs 
ct dc tomates sont perducs. 
Une perte Economiquc globaic 
que I'on cslime, pour Gaza, it 
environ trois millions dc dollars 
par jour (15 millions dc francs). 



^destine Proph, 
Rories, Drea 
S^ttanM 
. Century Li 



De nombreux « checkpoints * a Gaza risquent de rester 
fermes encore dc longues scmaincs, les Israeliens sem- 
blant vouloir attendre la fin mai pour lever le bouclage. 

a dcs retards engendres par des rales israeliennes prevues Ie 29 


... r 


conlrulcs militaircs trop longs j 
la sonic dc Gaza. 254 villages 
sont uctucllcmcni privCs 'de 
soins mddtcaux. 

Au niveau social. !c bilan est 
lui aussi ires Jourd ju bout d'un 
mois; lc chomuec a attcint 60Q 
dc la population dc Ga/a. 
L'amvec en Israel de 190 000 
ouvriers roumains. lhailandais 
ou philippins inquictc Ics tra- 
vailicurs palestiniens qui crai- 
gnent dc nc pas rccupcrcr leurs 
cmplois. 

Ccs chiffres olarmanLs de- 
vraicnt malheureusement con¬ 
tinuer a augmenter jnur apres 
jour. 11 .semble cn effcj que 
cette situation soil appclec a 
durcr jusqu'aux elections gene- 


mai. compie-tenu dc la crainte 
dc nouveaux aitenlats. Seulc 
unc amelioration du passage 
dcs marehandiscs est :» atten¬ 
dre. 

Le gouvemement de Shim¬ 
on Peres envisageait mfime 
mardi dc reporter le retrail de 
I'csscniicl dc la villc d'Hcbron 
prevu pour le 28 mars scion les 
accords dauionnmic. 

Dcs declarations qui laisscnt 
penser que ies Israeliens nc 
sont desormais preoccupis que 
par le prochain scrutin. au 
risque de mciiTc cn danger Ics 
accords dc paix. ■ 



De Gaza, 
HassanBalawi 


L’avenlr d’Htbron 
an question 

Lc domainc dc la santc est 
lui aussi touchd. Les pharma* 
dens enmmeneem u manquer 
dc cenarru prodnits urgents 
comme du rfram physiolo- 
gique ou des medicaments pour 
Uiabdtiqucs cl cardiaques. Six 
enfants ont tiouve la mort suite 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda fran^ais d'Amman 
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Cinema 

"Lc hi! das cas<c-picds^, unc comOdie d'Yve> Robert 
(1993), l e ler avril, a 20h00 au Centre cultural 
fran^ais (CCF). 



Peinture 

Jusqu'au 02/04, exposition au CCF des ceuvres de 
awa] Abdullah, artiste apparentee au mouve* 
ment dc I'-abstraction lyrique-. 
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Activities 

Royal Cultural Centre 

661026/7 


677450 

'American Centre Library .. 

... 820101 

Plaza Cinema. 

.<199238 

British Council ... 

636147/8 

Philadelphia Cinema. 

.634144 

■ French Cultural'Centre.. 

.. 637009 



Goethe Institute.... 

— 641993 

Sports Clubs 


Cervantes Insdnne (Spanish).. 

...610858 

Al Hussein Sports Citv. 

...667181/5 

Tuxtish Cultural Centi^.. 

... 639777 

Orthodox Club.!. 

.810491 

Haya Arts Centre .... 

... 665195 

Royal Automobile Club. 

__815410 

Y.WAIA. 

... 641793 
... 664251 

Royal Shooting Club. 

. 736572 

673713 


_.643252 


09-801233 

Alia Art Gallery-- 

639303 

Jordan Bridge Club.. 

. 676990 

Balarina Art Gallery. 

...657132 

Amman Mun. Library. 

.636111 

Nabii Al Mashini fheaTe. 

- 675571 

Univ. of Jordan Library. 

.843555 


625155 

R.S.C.N__ 1 
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Government Depts. 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
of SAFEWAY Btdg_ 6SHNANA Center - Jabal Alhussien & DOWNTOWN call S8Q3S7 


The Prime Ministry.6412 J1 

Ammon Greater Municipality.636111 


Agriculture. 

.686151 

666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman. 

Education & Higher Education. 
Energy & Mineral Resources.... 

. 636391 

.669181 

.S15615 


644361 

Industry & Trade. 

. 663191 

Information. 

.641467 

Interior Ministry. 

. 663111 

Justice. 

.663101 


Labour . 

Municipalities & Environment. 

.... 69SJ86 

. 641393 

641211 


.644466 

Post & Communications........... 

. 624301 

....665131 

Public Works & Housing . 

. 668481 

.673191 


....602121 


.642311 

Transport.-. 

Water & Irrigation. 

Youth / University. 

....641461 

. 680100 

. 604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian..641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini. 6641 AS/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech . 671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French ..-. 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek.. 671331/2 

Hungarian..815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 69885! 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi-. 639331 

Italian- 638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands. 619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate..... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.—.677517 

People's Rep. of China. 666139 

Philippines.-. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian.—.. 641158 

Saudi Arabian...8)4154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki. Consulate .645312 

South Korean.660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss... 686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Taiwan.(>71530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish. 641251 

U.A.E. . 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United Slates. 820101 

Yemen.642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 

Adria Airways. 

. 667029 

Aeroflot . 

. 641510 


_ 63DS7Q 

1 Air France.666055/667824 1 

Air India . 

... 688301/2 

Air Lanka . 

.'682140 

Alitalia. 

. 625203 

AJyemda (Air ycmenl 

. 653691 

American Airlines. 

. 669068 

Arab Wines. 

. 894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 1 

Balkan Airlines. 

. 665909 

British Midland. 

. 694802 

British Airwavs . 

. 866151 

Cathay Pacific. 

. 6285y6 


. 636232 

Cyprus Airwavs. 

. 66702S 


.643661 

Eeypt Air. 

. 630011 

Emirates Airlines. 

. 643341 

Gulf Air. 

.653613 

Hungarian Airlines ... 

. 622275 

Iberia.637&'»7/644036 1 


. 622826 

Japan AirLines . 

. 630879 

KLM. 

. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/6622361 

Libyan Arab Airlines.. 

... 643831/2 I 


.601744 1 

[ Malaysian Airline 639575/6534461 

MEA___ 

.636104 1 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.... 

. 640200 

PIA . 

. 625981 

Polish Airlines . 

. 625981 

Qantas . 641430/655447 1 

Royal Jordanian. 

. 678321 


.... 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines 

. 604499 

Singapore Airlines. 

.676177 

Sudan Airlines. 

. 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 

. 622147 

United Airlines. 

.641959 

USAir. 

... 694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian... 

. 637380 

Thai Airways. 

. 637195 

Trans World Airline... 

. 623430 

Turkish Airlines . 

. 659102 

Yemenia Airways. 

.628175 

Queen Alia Airport. 

(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info. 

..<081 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 


Police. 192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/S 

Highway Police.787111 


Hospitals 


Akleh Maicmitv.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian-A l-Muhajrecn.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khalcdi Maternity.b442BI/6 

Malhas. J. Amman. 636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic, Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 


General 


Amman Municipality. 843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.66618! 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.7741 1 1/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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Hotel Suites 
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®L Luxury 


_® Comfort 
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@ Service 


.® Location 
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NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


1 &&& 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

TEL. 692696 


CARDENS ST 


Aqaba Hotels 

Al-Cazar ...*. 

. 314131 

.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel ... 

Aquamarina 1. 

Coral Beach. 

.316636 

.316250 

.313521 

.312426 

Miramar. 

.314340 


m 
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fm There are certainly so 
. many ways to enjoy the 



UTTILE CAE2AK. 


r- 

hum!!! . 


Most welcome to phone 
Most welcome to come 

-■% 

f - 




Center Ta!: 362135 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 





-Hut. 

Wnrlri's No. ■ Pizza Chain 


Mow Open 


our new Restaurant in 
Universitv Street, 
across from the main 
entrance of the 
University of Jordan. 





Many Villas & Apartements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


flipu out: 'Steal 'rSiZte 

Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Aimouhiascb Center. 



True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 


JUST VISIT 



T el: 666 70.5- 


Beautv Institute 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen I 


0 Facials 

O Body skin trvatnu-nt 
O Makeup 

O European manicure' & 
pad ic are s 





tssrfT** cast 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmeisani 

Tel: 693399 







We save you more 



Tb? mom pleasurable shvrpmj 
experience . it’s juv* about 
e.en thing you need, ^r f price;. 
Aninun-TlhCir.-ie Tel S’-??!” 


Back in stock 

-Celestine Prophecy 

-Memories, Dreams, Reflections 

-Men are from Mars, Women from Venus 

-19th Century Lithographs by David Roberts and Bartlett 

Also 19th century Lithographs 

By David Roberts + Bartlett 


Phjlatielphia Bobk Shop (Gardens) facing the Mosque. Tel 605861. 




Cafe Restaurant 


Different 




.JatK‘! \mman -el: 64522V 


Iri'.vr 

■ -^“ 2 ^- 

Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 





THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERGER IN 
TOWN 

Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 


.‘Vlmadloah Alraurawarah Sl 

T«?!: S65279 


Professional Quality in 1 
Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at our 
shop and get: 

«•“ JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
free enlargement 
20 X 30 cm 


Shmeisani- Opp. Grind- 
iays Bank. 

Phone : 604042 
Swell eh. Phone 823891 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near A hlixyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 





Economic Perspectives 

Jordan’s authoritative economic 
newsletter Published every two weeks. 

Available by subscription only. 
For a free copy call Raed at 652-380 


rrrr rr 
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To 

Advertise 
hi this 



■?c-£ce, ca!l 

The Best PIZZA 

r JiS 

in Jordan 

652-380 





1 821938 
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AH types of Bread 

1 

i 


Cakes & Pastries 

fe 


PEZZAS, SNA Cl-2?.. CP.KZ* 
Seatci a e .• v 

'.‘lil 


;jv> 


7th circle. TeL B20099 


S'nR!pi«ar.i T 



KUS CENTRE FOB WICK SERVICES 


•Professional Drycleaning 
•Shoes Repair 
* Darning 
•Engraving 

•Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 



THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at:. l r . n V T? 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique $ fc i\T) U p 

.— * -• ~1 i.1 It J li 


JOSERh JAJmadpi 


|i y l:!i " ■■ ■■ 
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Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 



A * 1 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 



Wasfi Al- Tal SL 

Tel: 695180 . v 

. Fax: 682525 


v.V' 






*~vice 


we offer:- 



CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


RentaCar carriage carriage 


\ * Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check 

f a Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance 1 ” | 

* Oil Change \ 3ARAKEH/ 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 




Not all “ cafe’s u are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


/S 8 & 

.‘q'E iSf® . 

xst&fr 




The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


Al- Shmeisani, Near Aia Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel ,: 698005 
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COMPUTING Sk. HIGM’TECH 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 


Have you 
noticed: 

Everyone is talking 
about the Internet 
and on-line services. 

The Workstation 
page is truning into 
the forum for these 
topics. 

Fax us on G48298 or 
email us at 
Stars NETS.com. Jo 
with your views. 
We and our readers 
want to know them. 


The rise and fall of Apple Computer 


Global One/Sprint Jordan brings the 
Internet Online & data communications 
services to Jordan 


AMMAN (Star)—Global One/ 
Sprint Jordan announced, yes¬ 
terday. that it has officially 
started to provide Internet and 
Data Communications services 
in Jordan. Global One/Sprint 
Jordan is the first to offer 
Internet on-line access to users 
in the Jordan, firmly placing 
the rarap that will carry the 
Kingdom onto the Information 
Super Highway. 

By subscribing to the Inter¬ 
net service pro¬ 
vided by Global 
One/Sprim Jor¬ 
dan. users in 
Jordan will be 
able to commu- 
nicate with any M ' | 
country in the I Til I 
world, through 

their office or ... 

home comput¬ 
ers, allowing B 

them to access a ™ T 

plethora of 
information 
available on the 

Internet, _ 

enjoyed by over 
40 million users worldwide. 

This announcement follows 
Sprint International’s recent 
alliance with two of the largest 
international telecommunica¬ 
tions companies, France Tele¬ 
com and Deutcbe Telekom. 
The alliance resulted in the for¬ 
mation of Global One. Today. 
70% of the' worlds communi¬ 
cations pass through Global 
One networks. This strength¬ 
ens Sprint's position in provid¬ 
ing new and more advanced 
services to its clients. 

The introduction of Global 
One/Sprint Jordan services in 
the country comes after a 
period of preparation, during 
which the company studied the 
potential for Internet and data 


communications services, and 
the needs of the active and 
demanding local market. 

“The level of education is 
relatively high in Jordan and 
we have a very active private 
sector," said Mr Habib Ghawai, 
member of the board of direc¬ 
tors for Global One/Sprint Jor¬ 
dan. “It is obvious that the Jor¬ 
danian market aims to increase 
its efficiency through improved 
communication facilities. Glo¬ 


Global! 


rp DeiUcbc 
x Telekom 


% 


&) firuccbltcMi ^Sprint 


bal One/Sprint Jordan will 
work hard to provide (he high 
levels of service expected," 
added Mr Ghawi. 

Global One/Sprint Jordan 
will offer its services to a 
variety of organizations work¬ 
ing in different economic sec¬ 
tors of the country such as 
organizations involved in bank¬ 
ing, health, trade, telecommuni¬ 
cations and others, whether in 
the private or public sectors. 
Global One/Sprint Jordan 
expects much demand from dif¬ 
ferent parts of the Kingdom for 
its Internet service and packet 
switching communications ser¬ 
vices. based on X.25 systems. 

'‘Global One/Sprint Jordan 
will provide Jordanian business 


with reliable data communica¬ 
tions services, at a reasonable 
cost, utilizing the International 
networks of Global One," said 
Mr Imad Ayoub. general man¬ 
ager of Global One/Sprint Jor¬ 
dan. "The growing sector of 
home and single users in the 
country will also be part of our 
focus, as we aim to provide 
this group of users with a wide 
spectrum of Internet services." 

Sprint is 
-- an interna¬ 
tional com¬ 
munications 
company 
with reve¬ 
nues of 
$12.6 billion 
and assets of 

- .. $14 billion. 

Sprint runs 
y.faffcrt fiber optic 
^ * networks, 

the latest and 
most widely 
used form of 
communicati 
on networks in the world, pro¬ 
viding 290 countries and loca¬ 
tions with audio services, in 
addition to )C25 packet switch¬ 
ing system services and video 
communication and conferenc¬ 
ing that serves some 40 
countries. 

Global One/Sprint Jordan 
promises users in Jordan that it 
will work to guarantee the con¬ 
stant development of its ser¬ 
vices, to accompany the 
advanced pace of develop¬ 
ments in the fields of commu¬ 
nications. ■ 

For more information, 
contact: 

Global One/Sprint Jordan 

Tel: 700301 


IN THE last two decades, one 
of the major computer compa¬ 
nies that characterized the 
industry and even led the way 
in innovations was Apple 
Computer. 

This company symbolized a 
refactions free spirit of youth 
which made computing fun and 
easy for the ‘rest of us' has now 
fallen into a financial disaster 
after several years of decline. 
Although the Macintosh contin¬ 
ues to sell. Apple had failed to 
make the right moves at the 
right moments in its history. 
The result has been its difficulty 
to maintain its position as a 
trend setter in a world that has 
moved fast into the Windows 
and Intel-based PC era. 

In the late ‘70s, Apple pro¬ 
duced its Apple II series of 
computers which represented a 
revolution at the time: afforda¬ 
ble home computing. Later on 
with the Apple III and Lisa, the 
company lost some of its 
momentum as IBM PC, Atari, 
Commodore and others entered 
the home market. It was time 
for another ground-breaking 
product. The result was the 
Apple Macintosh in 1984 which 
scaned life as small boxed com¬ 
puter with a monochrome 
screen. Since then. Apple’s 
color and multimedia technol¬ 
ogy have broken many barriers 
and the Macintosh is at the fore¬ 
front of creative and artistic 
revolutions. 

However, this history of ups 
and downs, has always posed 
problems for a company that 


seems to have invested too 
early in emerging technologies 
such as the Apple Newton, a 
personal digital assistant that 
never caught on. As a matter of 
fact, the whole PDA industry 
never caught 
on. 

Apple's 
mistakes, 
which the 
company 
itself . admits 
today. 

included its 
decision not 
to license its 
operating sys¬ 
tem early on. 

This allowed 
an inferior 
technology 
such as the 
PC architec¬ 
ture to take off, due to the abil¬ 
ity of virtually anyone to put 
Microsoft DOS and an Intel 
processor together, producing a 
computer. The result is that 
90% of the personal computer 
market worldwide is occupied 
by thousands of IBM PC and 
Compatible brands, with the 
Apple Macintosh accounting 
for the remaining 10%. U is an 
achievement in its own right, 
considering the huge competi¬ 
tion. but it’s just isn’t enough. 

Last year, upon allowing 
licensing, a number of upstart 
manufacturers appeared, but 
they haven't made the desired 
industry impact. It was simply 
too late. 

Also, Apple always insisted 


on high pricing for its products 
as the company believed that it 
had something to offer the con¬ 
sumer which couldn't be found 
elsewhere, namely the friendli¬ 
ness of the Macintosh. For 
some years this 
strategy worked 
well for Apple, but 
today it doesn't 
and Macintosh sys¬ 
tems are priced as 
low as IBM PC 
compatibles, but 
can't compete any 
more. 

Steve Wozniak. 
one of the co-. 
founders of Apple 
who still has shares 
in it, is confident 
that the company 
will rise again 
from this slump to 
assume a leading role again in a 
fast-paced industry in which it 
once shone. So is Steve Jobs, 
ex-chairman of Apple and a co¬ 
founder. It seems that there is 
much faith in Apple's future. 

By shipping 4.5 million Mac¬ 
intosh units last year, the com¬ 
pany should be able to get its 
act together. If companies like 
IBM and Sun Microsystems 
have shown interest in buying 
Apple, it must hold some hid¬ 
den-potential. In fact, it's not 
hidden at alL If the Macintosh 
is the showcase of Apple's 
creativity, then the next techni¬ 
cal breakthrough in user- 
friendly computing will come 
from no one else. For Apple 
and Macintosh fans, it's what 
they're betting on. ■ 


News update 
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B.O.C. snatch Netscape 
representation 

• Business Optimization Con¬ 
sultants (B.O.C.). a manage¬ 
ment consultancy firm in 
Amman, has been appointed as 
the Netscape representative for 
Jordan. 

Netscape is the producer of 
the massively popular Web 
software application, Netscape 
Navigator, which makes navi¬ 
gating the World Wide Web an 
easier process for users. 

With Global One/ Sprint Jor¬ 
dan announcing its service this 
week, there will he much 
demand for Netscape products 
in die market, which is prob¬ 
ably what B.O.C. is counting 
on. 

For more information on the 
availability of Netscape in Jor¬ 
dan, coniact Mr SamDi Tokan 
at B.O.C. 


Internet Conference 

• The 3rd Middle East Forum 
on Technology & Commerce 
will be held between 1 and 15 
April, in both Riyadh and 

Dubai, with the same guest 
speakers in both cities. 

This year's conference will 

focus on the topics of 

‘Advances in Internet Technol¬ 
ogy* and ‘Marketing on the 
Internet." 

The three day conference 
starts with a general workshop 
that introduces the concepts and 
trends of the Internet to 

participants. 

The conference touches on a 
number of topics including 
Internet telephony, the Interna 
in Arabic, the law and the Inter¬ 
net, learning how to design 
effective Web pages and discus¬ 
sion of the Arab World and the 
Internet. 

The event is organized by 
IBC Gulf Conferences who can 


be reached at telephone number 
++9714552444. 

Corel becomes 2nd 
biggest software company 

• With its acquisition of 
WordPerfect’s line of products 
from Novell Corel is now the 
second biggest software house 
in the world, in terms of sales 
worldwide, after Microsoft 

This is a major step for Corel 
whose range of graphics, engi¬ 
neering and paint packages lead 
the market already. Now, with 
another leading product like 
WordPerfect, the word process¬ 
ing application, Corel have 
obtained a massive user base. 

Also, utilizing the other prod¬ 
ucts included in the sale such as 
Paradox, Quattro Pro and 
GroupWise, Corel will be able 
to enter the new markets of 
spreadsheet, database and com¬ 
munication software. 
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INTERFACE 

BY ZEID NASSER 

Jordan software stand 
at GITEX 

FOR THE past couple of years, the Jordanian software indus¬ 
try lacked the cooperation efforts necessary to secure the 
required exposure for Jordanian software publishers in 
regional and international events.. 

The absence of Jordanian developers from major comput¬ 
ing and information technology events across the region has 
always represented a weakness in marketing, and has meant 
ih.ir other developers received better exposure for their 
products. 

Now. and owing to an initiative from the Jordan Export 
Development Co. {JEDCO), Jordanian software developers 
will come together in a unified stand at the biggest informa¬ 
tion technology show in the Middle East. 

JEDCO announced that six Jordanian software companies 
will be participating in the Gulf Information Technology 
Exhibition (GITEX). displaying their products as part of a 30 
square meter stahd. 

The Jordanian Stand at GITEX *96 will include six compa¬ 
nies: IdealSoft Comsoft Zeine Technological applications, 
Sedco, Dar Hawsabah Al Nas A1 Arabi and F.A.T. Software. 

Other countries in the region, like Egypt, adopted such a 
‘joint display arrangement' during the last two years; through 
the ‘Unified Egyptian Software’ stand. 

The Egyptian experiment proved to be a success and Egyp¬ 
tian Software Developers have adopted it in other regional 
and international exhibitions. This initiative from JEDCO 
deserves much praise and represents the start support meas¬ 
ures for a growing industry, that may well be one of the coun¬ 
try's distinguished export industries ia the future. 

As our sources informed us, JEDCO will cover most of the 
expenses, mainly leaving the cost of decoration and booth 
design to be handled by the Jordanian companies participat¬ 
ing. it's a move which should have happened sooner. In any 
case, this is an opportunity for Jordanian developers to utilize, 
lo eet their products across to the region's prime market, the 
Gulf. ■ 
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Global One/Sprint Jordan launch 

So. it’s finally here. Ftill Internet access, delivered by Sprint 
Jordan, which has changed its name to Globa] One/S print Jor¬ 
dan. to resemble Sprint International's alliance with France 
Telecom and Deutcbe Telekom, forming Global One. 

Somewhere else on this page, you'll find the details of Glo¬ 
bal One /Sprint Jordan’s launch. 

Still not announced, though, are the details regarding pric¬ 
ing of the service, which happens to be die first thing that 
everyone is asking about. 

As we had reported in the last couple of weeks, the rumor 
on the market was that Sprint Jordan would charge JD 35 for 
every five hours access. At this point, and just before going to 
printing. I still have not received any figures from Global 
One/Sprint Jordan. 

Anyway, for now. the good news is that Internet has finally 
arrival and. from the looks of it, there will be much demand 
for the service even at relatively high rates. However, next 
week, we will publish the accurate and detailed connection 
and subscription rates to Somewhere else on this page, you'll 
find foe details of Global One /Sprint Jordan's Internet rates. 

In the meantime, congratulations to all involved and the 
best of luck to Somewhere else on this page, you'll find foe 
details of Global One /Sprint Jordan’s in serving the country's 
enthusiastic users. ■ 


Welcome to the 
21st Century 


Alistair Cooke 


The last of a breed of 
radio broadcasters 
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The Internet Online is here in Jordan . 

Now you can travel the Internet and go anywhere you want 
in the world...through your personal computer. 

To discover a whole new world, call: 

Global One / Sprint Jordan sales office at 700301, or send us 
a Fax. at 700328 and find out how easily you can get Online! 


Glob 
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By Bill Glauber 

LA Times-Washingion Post 
News Service 

LONDON—It began March 34. 1946. 
with a polite "Good evening," followed by 
a simple sentence. 

Alistair Cooke said: “I want to tell you 
what it's like to come back to the United 
States after a sobering month or more in 
Britain, and what daily life feels and looks 
like in comparison." 

Fifty years and more than 2.000 scripts 
later. Cooke is still writing and presenting 
his “Letter from America” for the British 
Broadcasting Corp. 

The 15-minute radio program is won¬ 
derfully old-fashioned. Just a man speak¬ 
ing into a microphone, explaining the 
ways of his adopted country. 

Cooke. 87, British-bom. is the last of a 
breed, a radio broadcaster whose drawing¬ 
room voice is recognized around the 
world. His often-repeated aim is to touch 
the hearts and minds of a Dorset bos driver 
and a Yorkshire housewife. 

In America, his avuncular style became 
familiar to television viewers of the cultu¬ 
ral program “Omnibus." the landmark his¬ 
torical documentary “America" and “Mas¬ 
terpiece Theater.” A few years ago, Cooke 
relinquished his spot in the study on “Mas¬ 
terpiece Theater," handing off the role of 
drama guide to New York Tones columnist 
Russell Baker. 

But Cooke didn’t slide into retirement 
Every Thursday, he sits at a manual type¬ 
writer in his New York apartment and 
bangs out a letter that is later dotted with 
handwritten corrections. He then takes a 
cab ride to the BBC studios where be 
reads the letter in that familiar, dead-pan 
style. He once told an interviewer, “the 
easier it sounds... the harder it is to do.” 

Cooke tells a story of a country. The big 
shots don't interest him much. His heart 
remains with cab drivers and construction 
workers. More than a million Britons tune 
in to bear him Sunday morning—and 
that’s for a repeat broadcast. Among his 
fans are politicians and royals. 

“The ‘letter' is a relic from a bygone 
age,” says Nick Clarice, a BBC broadcaster 
who is writing a biography about Cooke. 

Cooke declined most interview requests 
leading to Sunday's 50th anniversary of 
the broadcast He apparently prefers to let 
his letters, books and previous interviews 
do his talking for him. And there are a lot 
of words to choose from. When Cooke 
started the program, Harry Truman was in 
the White House and King George VI was 
on the English throne. 

“He gives a warm-hearted impression of 
America, with occasional dire warnings 
about the way you are going." Clarke says. 





“He avoids some of the less attractive 
parts of America. He doesn’t focus very 
hard on those difficult areas. He prefers to 
give a more off-beat and disarming view, 
the sort of lives people lead, rather than the 
lives led by politicians. He sews things 
together in a way no one else can.” 

Bom in 1908, educated at Jesus College 
in Cambridge, Cooke grew up in another 
media age, when a young person with zeal 
and a way with words could carve out a 
career in a hurry. He was 25 when he 
joined the BBC in 1934 as a film critic. 

His beat for the past half-century could 
be described in a word: America. 

Cooke’s passion for America was 
ignited during foe Depression. Studying 
drama as a winner of a Commonwealth 
Fellowship. Cooke traveled throughout foe 
country in foe summer of 1933. He was 
startled by the landscape and the people. In 
1941, he became a US citizen. 

“You see. from then on my interest in 
foe theater began to wane, and I began to 
take up what J felt was the real drama 
going on, namely, America itself." he once 
said. 

Like a lot of journalists in Britain. 
Cooke has floated freely from print to 
radio to television, filing columns for 
newspapers and magazines and writing 
several books, including an acclaimed 
study of the Alger Hiss case, A Generation 
On Trial. 

He met a lot of greats at a young age, 
working for Charlie Chaplin for two sum¬ 
mers after somehow wangling, an inter¬ 
view with the great man. 


Later, Cooke would befriend a 
personal hero, H.L. Mencken, 
whom be recalled as a “serene little 
man with foe pot-blue eyes and 
genial manners, and nothing cocky 
about him except foe angle of his 
cigar.” The two men shared a love 
of language. 

In the book Six Men. Cooke 
writes that Mencken "taught me. 
what I confirmed many times on 
foe road, that there is no such thing 
as ideological truth and th3i, to foe 
extent that a'reporter is a Liberal 
reporter or a Communist reporter 
or a Republican reponer, he is no 
reporter at all." 

Cooke revels in details others 
might overlook. In his first letter 
the year after the end of World 
War n, he wrote of leaving Brif-tr 
aboard an ocean liner filled with 
thousands of war brides, “weeping 
like mad” and waving handker' 
chiefs “in an unbroken line, like 
washing day in Manchester or 
Leeds.” 

The excitement of foe journey 
and the landing in New York quickly wore 
off, thou g h. He rode m a cab in which the 
first gear bad “given up shortly before VE 
Day, and foe third bad been out since the 
Battle of the Bulge.” 

Nylons interested him in that first letter. 
So did bread, meat and butter, as Cooke 
told Britons struggling with post-war mea¬ 
ger supplies of rationed food what it was 
tike to be in a country where artificial pan¬ 
ics created shortages. 

“1 thought you'd like to know how it 
feels to get back to foe Land of the Free 
and foe Home of the Brave." he said. 

Apparently, the listeners loved what 
they heard. The original 13-week run of 
what was then known as “American Let¬ 
ter." received an extension. No one has 
been able to get Cooke off foe air since. 

He has met his deadlines from hospital 
rooms and foreign lands. He has even won 
jousts with his bosses back home in Brit¬ 
ain. Over foe years, stories have emerged 
of one hapless BBC executive or another, 
flying to New York with instructions to 
pull foe plug on foe broadcast. True or not, 
the tales enhance the Cooke legend. 

“Letter from America” endures because 
it is the story of a man and his love of a 
country. That's something to celebrate. At 
the BBC, nobody is going to cancel 
Cooke's show. 

“If you retire, you keel over.” Cooke 
writes in foe current issue of BBC's World 
Wide magazine. The day.of retirement is 
up to foe Lord of us all. foe Man up there 
in foe sky: The Director of the Spoken 
Word.” ■ 

















